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Post-Lougheed… the majority of Alberta’s wealth has been 
liquidated and distributed to private shareholders around the 
world or funnelled into unsustainable urban development and 
subdivision, often on prime agricultural lands. As Alberta’s 
fiscal vulnerability is laid bare, let us remember who rolled 
back the royalties and failed to save for the future. Let us 
remember who created a gold rush liquidation, driving up the 
costs to every part of the public and private sector, including 
equalization transfers. Let us remember the government 
that preached property rights, but obfuscates any justice for 
collateral damage to private and public assets. 

Oil and gas are not our most important assets. Education 
that supports awareness, critical thinking and lifelong learning, 
emotional intelligence and the adherence to enduring values, 
these ultimately determine how we use opportunity to 
construct value. The public sector is a vital part of our economy 
and play an important part in maintaining stability when parts 
of the private sector are failing. While large portions of the oil 
and gas industry fail to meet their commitments for taxes or 
rents, the rest of us continue to contribute.

The modern conservatives live in a world of narrative and 
fantasy where freedom trumps responsibility, where climate 
change and COVID-19 are hoaxes, where ideology trumps 
reason, competence and science, where point of view matters 
more than mutual understanding, and where boorishness and 
bullying are the tools of negotiation.

MEDICINE HAT

Conservatives at the Trough
From “Premier’s office: 19 staff, $2.4-million tab,” by Gillian 
Slade, Medicine Hat News, May 16, 2020. 

T here are 19 political staff in Premier Jason Kenney’s office, 
who collectively receive $2.4-million in remuneration 

annually. Individual salaries, confirmed by the premier’s 
office Friday [May 15], include two people making more than 
$224,000, four with salaries close to $200,000 and the balance 
receiving more than $114,000 each. 

“These are some eye-popping salaries and quite frankly they 
are out of touch with the reality facing Albertans,” said Franco 
Terrazzano, Canadian Taxpayers Federation Alberta director. 

Currently hundreds of thousands of Albertans are out of work 
and the premier has total control over savings that could be made 
in his own office. Drew Barnes, MLA for Cypress-Medicine Hat, 
is concerned about the message this sends to local constituents. 
“A year into the mandate I too would like to see where Albertans 
are getting value for that kind of money,” said Barnes. 

The Medicine Hat News requested a phone interview with the 
premier. Staff said he was not available and there was nobody 
else that could do one.  

a palindromic pandemic
(read COVID-19 and then 91-DIVOC)

by peter mahaffy


