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O-day’min
O-day’min is the Anishinaabe word 
for strawberry, which means “heart 
berry.” This ward is in the centre 
of the city and contains important 
ceremony, trade, and burial sites that 
have been at the heart of amiskwaci-
wâskahikan, long before it was the 
City of Edmonton. The strawberry 
has its seeds on the outside, which 
teaches us about vulnerability. The 
stem of the strawberry represents 
the North Saskatchewan River, the 
vessels on the berry are the waters, 
and the veins make up the people. 
This ward contains a site where 
local chiefs adhered to Treaty 6 in 
1877, where the Alberta Legislature 
now stands, and a burial ground in 
Rossdale that was the site of Camp 
Pekiwewin in the summer of 2020. 

tastawiyiniwak
The name tastawiyiniwak is one  
of the nehiyaw (Plains Cree) terms 
that refer to diverse genders.  
Traditionally, nehiyawak did not 
have a binary view of gender and 
recognized eight genders within the 
culture. The term tastawiyiniwak 
roughly translates to “the in-be-
tween people.” The ward chosen 
for this name is in the north of the 
city because one of the deities that 
cares for tastawiyiniwak is located in 
the north. This ward name honours 
all the gender-diverse Indigenous 
people within the city whose tradi-
tional roles have been eroded by 
settler colonialism. It calls for a more 
equal future where nehiyawak again 
honour all eight genders.
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Dene
The name Dene means “people of the land and water.” 
Dene from Cold Lake First Nation are signatories to 
Treaty 6 and there are many Dene people from commu-
nities in various provinces and territories who live 
in Edmonton. Ward Dene is located in the northeast 
portion of the city because it contains a route that Dene 
would have used to travel into the area, and because 
most Dene communities are located in the north. 

What Edmonton’s Ward Names Mean

The City of Edmonton was built on Indigenous land that has 
always been an important place of ceremony and trade for  
many Indigenous nations. iyiniw iskwewak wihtwawin, a 
committee of Indigenous women from diverse Indigenous 
nations, have gifted names to Edmonton’s 12 new wards  
through ceremony and consensus.
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Ipiihkoohkanipiaohtsi 
Ipiihkoohkanipiaohtsi is a Blackfoot 
word that refers to the lands where 
the Blackfoot Nation hunted buffalo. 
In the winter, bison would migrate 
through the Edmonton area up to 
300 kilometres north of the North 
Saskatchewan River to stay for the 
winter. The bison are an integral part 
of Blackfoot culture and the cultures 
of all prairie Indigenous peoples. The 
name of this ward honours our bison 
relatives who experienced genocide 
alongside Indigenous peoples. 

pihêsiwin
pihêsiwin is a name that came to 
iyiniw iskwewak wihtwawin in a  
ceremony that took place in 
Kipohtakaw, otherwise known as 
Alexander First Nation. On that  
day, we visited a site in what is now 
the Terwillegar Dog Park, a place 
where Indigenous peoples in the area 
used to conduct ceremonies. In  
nehiyawewin, the Plains Cree 
language, pihêsiwin means “the  
land of the thunderbirds.” For  
nehiyawak, the Plains Cree people, 
thunderbirds are important and 
powerful deities known as the keep-
ers of water—hence the relationship 
to storms. The ward itself is shaped 
like a bird.

Nakota Isga
The Nakota in Alexis Nakota Sioux 
Nation and Paul First Nation are the 
furthest northwestern representa-
tives of the Siouan language family, 
which includes Dakota, Lakota, and 
Nakota. Isga means “the people,” 
and Nakota people still refer to them-
selves with this term. This ward 
includes a section of Stony Plain 
Road, which was named for a road 
travelled by Nakota to trade at Fort 

Edmonton due to its violent removal. 
The stone was taken to Ontario by 
missionaries in the 1800s, but it was 
returned to Alberta in the 1970s. It 
was prophesied that prairie Indige-
nous peoples would fall on hard times 
if the meteorite was ever removed 
and that the bison would go away. It 
has yet to be returned to its original 
location. The meteorite was consid-
ered sacred and was shared by all 
Indigenous nations in the area, and 
Blackfoot would often travel to the 
place where it landed to conduct 
ceremonies. The Blackfoot believe 
that Sspomitapi were sent to earth by 
Napi, a Blackfoot deity, to help main-
tain good relations between the bison 
and the Blackfoot.

sipiwiyiniwak 
Prior to adhesion to Treaty 6 in 1884, 
the nehiyawak who later became 
Enoch Cree Nation were known by 
other people in the area as the sipi-
wiyiniwak. sipiwiyiniwak means 
“people of the river” in nehiyawewin. 
Enoch Cree Nation reserve land at 
one time extended much further 
north and east, encompassing part of 
kisiskâciwani-sîpiy, otherwise known 
as the North Saskatchewan River. 
Over half of Enoch Cree Nation’s land 
base was surrendered under dubious 
conditions. This ward includes some 
of the land unjustly taken from sipi-
wiyiniwak and honours the river and 
the people who have always lived on 
its banks. 

papastew
papastew means woodpecker and 
was the name of the nehiyaw chief 
of the Papaschase Band, who at one 
time had a reserve that made up a 
large portion of south Edmonton. 
Chief Papastew’s people lost their 

Edmonton. The name was given by 
community members from the Alexis 
Nakota Sioux Nation, who signed 
Treaty 6 in 1877 at Fort Edmonton. 
In 1880, they moved to a reserve on 
Lake Wakamne. 

Anirniq
Anirniq means “breath of life” in 
Inuktun, an Inuit language. This 
ward contains the former Charles 
Camsell Hospital, which is now under 
a transformation to become a condo 
building, but was at one point a 
tuberculosis hospital for Indigenous 
peoples, including many Inuit. Indig-
enous patients at this hospital were 
subject to medical experiments and 
forced sterilization. Many patients 
of this hospital did not return to their 
home communities. The name Anir-
niq honours those whose lives were 
lost at the Charles Camsell Hospi-
tal and the many Inuit who make 
Edmonton home. 

Métis
Ward Métis straddles both sides 
of the river and this is significant 
because it was the Métis people 
who established the river lot 
system. Many Métis who worked 
at Fort Edmonton later developed 
farms on river lots. The Métis are 
a distinct Indigenous nation that 
emerged during the fur trade with 
their own culture and political 
history. Edmonton is historically 
and contemporarily an important 
centre in the Métis homeland. 

Sspomitapi
Sspomitapi means “star person” and 
was given to this ward in honour of 
the meteorite that was once located 
near Viking, Alta., and is now housed 
in the Royal Alberta Museum in 

reserve in 1888 under questionable 
circumstances after politician and 
newspaper publisher Frank Oliver 
campaigned to open their land to 
white settlement. This is one of the 
wards that contains the former site of 
their reserve and an important camp-
ing spot for Chief Papastew's people. 

Karhiio 
During the fur trade, Haudenos-
aunee men from the east joined the 
Hudson’s Bay and North West compa-
nies as traders. As such, they spent 
extensive time on the Prairies and 
many of them married nehiyaw and 
Métis women. One of the communities 
that emerged out of these marriages 
was the Michel First Nation. Michel 
Karhiio was the chief at the time 
Michel Band adhered to Treaty 6. Of 
course, this treaty was not upheld and 
life under the Indian Act was difficult. 
Under the Indian Act, Status Indians 
could neither sell their grain without 
permission from the Indian agent, nor 
receive the same benefits as other 
veterans, and were required to send 
their children to residential schools, 
among other stipulations. These are 
some of the reasons why, with the 
pressure of Frank Oliver, Chief Johnny 
Rodgers sought to enfranchise their 
band in 1958. The Michel people are 
still fighting to restore their status as a 
First Nation and Ward Karhiio honours 
them and refers to the tall trees that 
once stood in the ward. 

Emily Riddle is nehiyaw and a 
member of the Alexander First 
Nation in Treaty 6. A writer, public 
library worker and researcher, she 
sits on the board of advisers for the 
Yellowhead Institute, a First Nations-
led think tank.


