
If there was ever a cowboy 
born to rodeo, it was 
Herman Linder.

Herman was born in Darlington,  
Wisconsin, on August 5, 1907, to Herman, 
and his wife, Marie, immigrants from 
Switzerland.

In 1918 the family, which had grown 
to Herman, Warner and sisters Minnie 
and Leona, moved to Cardston, Alberta. 
With all the vigour of youth, Herman and 
his brother soon tired of raising crops and 
began to ride young steers and wild range 
horses for amusement. You could say his 
first “professional” ride was when, at age 12, 
a threshing crew gave him one dollar to ride 
a snorty harness horse on the open prairie. 
He won that dollar, and it wasn’t long before 
the brothers took to rodeoing. P
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Herman  
Linder
Canada’s “King  
of the Cowboys”
By TERRI MASON

and steer riding. Agnes decided it was a 
case of either going to London or staying 
home and getting a new cookstove. The 
stove won out.

In 1936, Linder joined 60 other cow-
boys in staging the famous rodeo cowboy 

strike at the Boston Garden. This action 
led to the birth of today’s Professional 
Rodeo Cowboys Association. Later he 
was involved in the foundation of the 
Canadian Professional Rodeo Association. 
Following his retirement as a competing 
cowboy, Linder produced many rodeo 

When he was 14, Herman shocked 
his hometown crowd when he rode in 
disguise using the alias “Alberta Pearl.” He 
wore a floppy girl’s hat, “tied under the 
chin with a pretty red ribbon, faded middy 
and a short skirt hidden by big, sheepskin 
chaps.” Linder earned a whopping $6 for 
his Alberta Pearl ride, and the crowd at 
Cardston thought they’d witnessed their 
first female bronc rider.

According to Calgary Stampede Legacy, 
the first time Linder competed in the 
Calgary Stampede in 1929, he won the 
bareback title. In 1934, he won the bare-
back and bull riding events, earning the 
moniker “King of the Cowboys.” On the 
Legacy site, Linder is listed as winning 
seven major Calgary championships in 
bareback and bull riding. His Hall of Fame 
biography says he “won an unprecedented 
22 championships, including 12 All-
Around titles at the Calgary Stampede.” 
(The Legacy site only lists major awards.)

Linder wrote that his shining moment 
came when he married a shy, young school 
teacher, Agnes Zeller, in South Dakota on 
Christmas Day of 1932. Their union lasted 
52 years, and together the couple followed 
the rodeo circuit in Canada and the U.S., 
visited Australia twice, built a thriving 
cattle ranch and established friendships 
that would span the globe. They trav-
elled to Australia by ocean liner in 1936 
and again in 1938. Linder twice won the 
International Cup for saddle bronc riding, 
which the Aussies called “buckjump-
ing.” The Cups remain on display today 
at the National Cowboy Hall of Fame in 
Oklahoma City.

Only once did Agnes miss a big 
event. In 1934 Herman had travelled 
to London, England, to compete in a 
month-long Wild West show by U.S. 
promoter Tex Austin. The event was a 
financial flop, but Linder won money in 
saddle bronc, bareback, wild horse race 

competitions, including one presented at 
Expo 67 in Montréal, Quebec.

In the early 1980s, Linder rode in the 
Stampede parade with fellow rodeo lumi-
naries such as six-time world all-around 
champion Larry Mahan and son-in-law 
Tom Bews (Rosemary), who won the Cana-
dian All-Around title five times. In 1994, at 
the age of 88, Linder was back in the saddle, 
riding in the Stampede parade.

 Herman Linder is inducted in six Halls 
of Fame, including Lethbridge Exhibition, 
Alberta Sports Hall of Fame, National  
Cowboy Hall of Fame, Canadian Pro Rodeo 
Hall of Fame, Cardston Centennial Sport 
and the Main Anjou Hall of Fame. He was 
made an honorary chief of the Kainai 
(Blood) tribe and given the name Calf Shirt 
— Oni-Stasi-Sokosimi. He was named to the 
Order of Canada in 1998.

 Herman Linder died in Cardston, 
Alberta, on January 18, 2001. He is buried  
in the Cardston Cemetery. c
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All-Around trophies 
that he won at the 
Calgary Stampede 

in the 1930s. The 
bronze was created 

by Charlie Beil.
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