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supplier to support the war efforts and grew 
into one of the largest ranching operations 
in the Calgary area.

In 1956 Harnam sold his land in Calgary, 
south of today’s Glenmore Trail across 
from Chinook Centre. The 160 acres known 
today as the Kingsland community netted 
Harnam $290,000 — nearly $3 million 
in today’s dollars. He decided to make his 
first of what would turn out to be annual 
trips back to India and use his newfound 
wealth to fund a school, hospital, library 
and animal clinic in his home village. He 
ultimately decided to relocate back to India 
permanently, but the ranching operation in 
Canada continued with his son, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren taking over 
the operation.

Harnam Singh Hari passed away under 
mysterious circumstances in New Dehli 
in 1970. As the first Sikh settler in Alberta, 
Harnam was a well-respected member of 
the southern Alberta ranching community 
and was known as a kind and benevolent 
man who gave generously to worthy causes.

 It’s hard to imagine that any man could 
have started with less. But this turban-wear-
ing Sikh, who arrived alone and penniless 

///

Harnam Singh Hari was born in 1883 in Ranike village, 
located in the Dhuri Tehsil of Sangrur district in 
Punjab, India. His father was a farmer and a military 

man, and at 18, Harnum joined the British Indian Army and 
remained with them for five years.

While stationed in Burma, he heard 
about the new land from returning Sikh 
soldiers who had escorted Queen Victo-
ria to the Canadian Dominion. His wife, 
Khem Kour, had a cousin near Vancou-
ver who sent letters stating that Canada 
was a country of opportunity. The 
encouraging letters convinced Harnam to 
make the trip.

In 1908 Harnam Singh Hari left the 
British Indian Army. Two years later, he 
left his wife and newborn son to begin 
the journey. The ship stopped in Hong 
Kong and Australia, eventually dock-
ing in San Francisco. Because of his 
military background, he was allowed 
to leave the ship when some other 
Sikhs who had similar ambitions were 
sent back. He made his way to Vancou-
ver to his wife’s cousin and got a job 
as a labourer.

Harnum was determined to make suf-
ficient money to bring his wife and baby 
boy to Canada, but working for 10 cents 
an hour made it difficult. He heard about 
opportunities in Alberta and decided to 
make his way out to Calgary on what he 
described as his “unknown journey.”  

His “unknown journey” was inter-
rupted by stops in Kamloops and 
Golden, where Harnum worked to earn 
enough money to get to Calgary. While 
in Golden, he went to work for a rancher 
named King who sold Harnum two pigs 
for $25 each. Two months later, Harnum 
sold the hogs for $150 each. He decided 
that raising livestock was in his future. 

He sent the money to his wife and 
son in India and jumped a train to 
Calgary. He and other stowaways were 
discovered by a Mountie in Exshaw and 
kicked off. With no money for a ticket, 
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in a foreign land whose language he did 
not speak, ultimately became an important 
livestock producer and pioneering Alberta 
rancher. His legacy lives on as the Hari fam-
ily operates Haralta Ranches in the Okotoks 
and High River districts of Alberta. They 

are one of the oldest ranching families 
in the area. 

On Aug 23, 2014, in the Kingsland com-
munity of Calgary, Singh Hari Park was 
opened, honouring this trailblazer of the 
Canadian West. c
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Harnam Singh Hari and his wife, Khem Kour, in 1956, just before the self-made 
millionaire returned to India for the first time in nearly a half-century

Harnum stayed in the mountain town and got 
a job at the limestone plant after he proved he 
could lift twice as many sacks as anyone else. 
Once he had sufficient money, Harnam walked 
along the train tracks 80 miles to Calgary. The 
final leg of his “unknown journey” took two days 
and two nights. Harnam finally arrived in the 
prairie town nearly two years after his journey 
began, arriving in Calgary in time to attend the 
first Calgary Stampede in 1912.

Harnum got a job at the Eau Claire Light 
& Lumber Company, tending the livery stable 
where he could also sleep at nights. Within a year, 
he had saved enough money to rent five acres of 
land, buy a horse, harness and wagon and go into 
business for himself, breeding and selling cattle 
and hogs. He continued to send money home 
to his family, and in two years, he had enough 
to buy land.

In 1925 Harnum’s son Ojager moved to 
Canada to help his father expand his ranching 
operation. Ojager returned to India in 1928 to 
find a bride and returned to Canada for good in 
early 1929 with his wife, Sujan Kour. In 1930, 
after 20 years apart, Harnum’s wife, Khem Kour, 
finally joined her husband in Canada. As the Hari 
family expanded with Ojager and Sujan raising 
six sons and four daughters, so did the Hari fam-
ily ranching operation, which expanded to 1,360 
acres split between parcels of land located in the 
Glenmore area of Calgary and the DeWinton 
area south of Calgary. They were a major meat 
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