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A new miniseries captures  
the challenges — and hope —  
in Edmonton’s South Sudanese 
community  BY JULIA MAGSOMBOL
PHOTOGRAPHY BY RAY WATKINS
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To tell this important story, Edmonton 
Community Foundation (ECF) teamed up 
with Dona Ana Films (DAF) to produce a 
three-part miniseries that will air as part of 
ECF’s digital series The Well-Endowed Web 
Show, available on YouTube this month. 
The miniseries, entitled South Sudan Local 
Time, tells the stories of several Sudanese 
immigrants in Edmonton, and is a precursor 
to a feature-length documentary that will be 
released in 2024. 

This miniseries is a partnership between 
ECF, DAF producer Sandro Silva and 
freelance journalist Oumar Salifou. Silva 
and Salifou created a strong platform for 
Sudanese Albertans to be seen and heard, 
capturing the community's resilience to 
show it to the world. 

Silva and Salifou were delighted to work 
with ECF. They developed their ideas in 
the spring of 2021 and began filming the 
miniseries. “I'm so honoured to be part of it 
because I know that it is something that needs 
to be told,” says Salifou. “We've been working 
on this for quite a long time. The plan is to 
continue filming up until next summer.”

The miniseries offers many diverse stories 
of Sudanese people in Alberta, including 
snapshots of Sudanese immigrating to 
Edmonton because of a series of civil wars  
in South Sudan. There are stories about 
people of all ages, from young children to  
the elderly. The two filmmakers said the 
stories in the miniseries are engaging, 
captivating and interesting.

One of the stories is that of an immigrant 
mother who came to Canada with her three 
children. She found that there wasn't much 

Alberta’s South Sudanese community has suffered heavily since 
the beginning of the pandemic. More than 30 men under the 
age of 35 of South Sudanese descent have died either from 
COVID-19 or from other issues exacerbated by the pandemic, 
including drug overdoses and violence. It’s a shocking number  
for the small community.

Above: Journalist Oumar Salifou 
Opposite: Sandro Silva, producer, Dona Ana Films
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“The most difficult 
part was when 
we had to film and 
gather the best 
image quality and 
everything, and 
we had to hide our 
tears to focus our 
cameras or lenses. 
We were emotional 
behind the camera.”
— SANDRO SILVA, PRODUCER, DONA ANA FILMS

support to raise her kids here and, unfortunately, 
her sons ended up in jail. “The most difficult part 
was when we had to film and gather the best 
image quality and everything, and we had to hide 
our tears to focus our cameras or lenses,” says 
Silva. “We were emotional behind the camera.”

Salifou says some families have been unable 
to afford the funeral costs for their loved ones. 
“Based on that story, you know it was worth 
investing time,” he says. 

There were also warm and memorable 
experiences in this project. “I loved all the 
conversations I've been able to have with 
different people,” says Salifou, “whether it's at 
people's homes or meeting new people within 
the community.”

ECF and DAF decided to release the 
miniseries early since the death toll in Alberta’s 
South Sudanese community continues to rise. 
The filmmakers felt the need to share the story 
with the public as soon as possible. You can find 
it at ecfoundation.org.  


