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MY POINT OF VIEW

— Terri Mason, Editor

Merry Hiraeth

H iraeth. Only the Welsh could cre-
ate a word with so much depth 
and emotion and be completely 
untranslatable into English.

Pronounced “HE-wraith” (roll the “r”), 
the closest I’ve found to explain it is “a 
blend of homesickness, nostalgia and 
longing, especially for one’s homeland. 
Hiraeth is a pull on the heart that conveys a 
distinct feeling of missing something irre-
trievably lost.” 

My ancestry is Welsh, and they are a 
deeply poetic people, molded by the sea 
and mountains in a land of fairies and 
dragons, so of course, they invented the best 
word ever. Used in a sentence, it looks like 
this: “The holidays, which should be such 
a joyful time, flood me with hiraeth for the 
magical times in my life that I cannot return 
to…” After I explained the word to a few 
cowboy friends, one said, “I must be Welsh.” 
Rather than getting mired in “the good old 
days,” I now find the concept of hiraeth is 
motivational. With so many good times 
behind us, what can we come up with next? 

What we came up with is our brand-new 
online Wish Book. It’s a great idea, created 
during the most unbelievably busy time of 
the year for me as all deadlines fall within a 
short time; Cowboy magazine, the CFR Sou-
venir Program (an important and historical 
keepsake) and now our new Cowboy Wish 
Book. At first, it was “one more deadline,” 

but then we started to have a lot of fun put-
ting it together — including making our 
own playlist on Spotify. I especially appreci-
ate all of the hard work, enthusiasm and 
sheer charm of our Editorial Intern, Chelsey 
Becker of the Airdrie Becker’s. We wanted 
diversity and to sometimes find ways we 
can all create new memories, and in a few 
short pages, we think we did it. If you like 
it, let us know. If you want to add to it next 
year, let us know!

This issue of Cowboy celebrates con-
servation award winners and brings a 
fascinating glimpse into the study of cyclical 
weather changes. We’ve got Canada’s great-
est historian and Canada’s most-quoted 
hockey coach. We have gorgeous photog-
raphy and a recipe for the most traditional 
holiday meal of all time with a fun dessert, 
and a fascinating interview about — you 
guessed it — reindeer.

This time of year I think of my ancestors 
who sailed over in 1663, my grandparents, 
who came up from Kansas in 1917, and all 
those who experience hireath as they ride 
a new range — Merry Christmas, and wel-
come home to Canadian Cowboy Country.

cowboycountrymagazine.com
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SCAN TO VIEW OUR  
2022 FALL &  
WINTER FARM 
CATALOGUE

VISIT PRINCESSAUTO.COM  
TO VIEW OUR FALL AND 
WINTER FARM CATALOGUE

FROM GRAIN TESTING TO ANIMAL CARE,  
WE’VE GOT EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO  
KEEP YOUR FARM MOVING

TIM LASIUTA
Trailblazers, Pierre Berton, pg 24 
Born with a boundless curiosity, Tim Lasiuta 
has written articles for newspapers, magazines, 
comic book publishers and even Mad Magazine.  
His work for Canadian Cowboy Country has 
covered western history, trailblazers and 
entertainment icons. 

BILL BORGWARDT
Darryl Sutter, pg 26
Multi-award-winning photographer and  
feature writer Bill Borgwardt has been  
involved with the media and employed in  
the photographic industry since 1966,  
including the motion picture and television 
industry. 

DR DAVID SAUCHYN
Talking Trees, pg 32
Dave Sauchyn is the Director of the Prairie 
Adaptation Research Collaborative at the 
University of Regina and a Professor of 
Geography and Environmental Studies. Dave was 
the lead author of the Prairie Provinces chapters 
Canada’s national assessment of climate change. 
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LETTERS

New Look
We really enjoy your magazine; the new look 
and diversity of articles make it a good read. 
Keep up the good work!

Bob & Joan Mumford, Clearwater, B.C.

“Always Ready” Print Ad - Canadian Cowboy Magazine • Dec 2022/Jan 2023 - 7.125” x 4.875” (no bleed) - 4c

On the ranch or in the  
arena, HorsLic® supplements 

are designed to support  
your horse no matter what 

 is asked of them.

horslic.com

Check with your local HorsLic dealership for availability and more details. HorsLic® is a registered trademark of Animal Feed Supplements, Inc. DBA New Generation Supplements. ©2022.

Thank You!
On behalf of myself and our entire crew at Heart 
of the Horse, we want to extend a huge thank you 
for your support in making our event a success. 
Because of your sponsorship, we were able to 
celebrate the horse, some of the best trainers 
in the industry and a community of people in a 
unique way with a high level of production. We 
were able to contribute to two different charity 
organizations and make a difference to many 
people connected to the equine industry.

Thank you again for your contribution to your 
Heart of the Horse!

Niki Flundra, Pincher Creek, Alta.
Founder and Producer

Seeking Duane Stewart
I present a country music show that goes out on 
several stations around the world. I include artists 
from around the world and often play Canadian 
country music.

I stumbled across a review on your website 
for a CD by Duane Stewart, son of Stu Davis 
"Canada's Trail Riding Troubadour." I would like 
to make contact with Duane and wonder if you 
could help me.

Paul Hazell, Uckfield, England
Paul Hazell’s World Of Country

Christmas Subscription
Please send this Christmas gift to ( secret! ) from 
Dennis and Peggy Rothwell.

We have been subscribers for many years 
and are paid up till 2024. We really enjoy this 
magazine and share it with an elderly neighbour.
Thanks for such great content and enjoyable 
articles.

Thanks again

Peggy Rothwell, Austin, Manitoba
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Ducks Unlimited Canada has wetland  
conservation programs designed to 
benefit all landowners. 

A conversation with a DUC conservation 
specialist can open the door to ideas and 
incentives that can make your  land more 
productive and diverse for  generations. 
Let’s talk.

Restored wetlands 
result in a slough 
of benefits.

1-866-479-3825

ag.ducks.ca

https://ag.ducks.ca


IN THE CORRAL
////  EVENTS & HAPPENINGS ACROSS THE WEST  ////
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FIVE ROYAL CANADIAN Mounted Police officers led Queen Elizabeth II’s funeral procession in 
London to Wellington Arch on Sep 19, 2022, in London, England.

Queen Elizabeth II specifically asked that riders from the group be included in her funeral proces-
sion. As Queen of Canada, Her Majesty was the Commissioner-in-Chief of the RCMP. Mounties rode 
horses previously gifted to the Queen by the RCMP.

Throughout her 70-year reign, the Musical Ride gifted eight of their horses to Queen Elizabeth II. 
The first included Burmese, a pure black filly born at Fort Walsh, Sask., in 1969. For 18 consecutive 
years, the Queen rode the black mare during the Trooping the Colour ceremony between 1969 to 
1986. Once Burmese retired, she never rode another horse for the event.

From left; Superintendent Kevin Fahey with Sir John, Cpl. Justine Rogawski with Elizabeth, Sergeant 
Major Scott Williamson with Darby and Cst. Katy Loisel with George. Assisting the RCMP delegation is 
Cpl. Derek Quilley. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH II  
STATE FUNERAL

Ducks Unlimited Canada has wetland  
conservation programs designed to 
benefit all landowners. 

A conversation with a DUC conservation 
specialist can open the door to ideas and 
incentives that can make your  land more 
productive and diverse for  generations. 
Let’s talk.

Restored wetlands 
result in a slough 
of benefits.

1-866-479-3825

ag.ducks.ca
9cowboycountrymagazine.com
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STOCKING THE HERD

HONEY BELLE HAY

Congratulations to Dawson Hay and his wife, 
Lily Tillery, and the birth of their first child, 
Honey Belle Hay. Honey was born Oct 19  

and weighed in at 7 lbs 8 oz.
Lily is a former All-Around cowgirl and rodeo 
competitor, and Dawson is a six-time (JSR, 

NSB, SB) CFR qualifier and a three-time  
NFR qualifier in Saddle Bronc.

FORT WALSH 
WEDDING

DON KINAHAN AND Kendel Vreeling (now  
Kinahan) were married on Sept 3, 2022, on the  
northwest side of Fort Walsh, down by Battle 
Creek, where the temperatures soared to +38C. 
The wedding was a mix of ancient and familial tra-
ditions. The groom made the bride’s bouquet with 
handpicked wildflowers, and the groom’s father, 
Kevin Kinahan, did the ancient Irish handfasting 
ceremony. The wedding bands were heirlooms 
from the groom’s grandparents. Richard Inman, 
an Indigenous musician, sang for the ceremony. 

The reception was in Maple Creek, and the 
supper was a potluck. The first dance was called  
“Waltz with my Wife,” written by the groom and 
performed by groomsman Colter Wall.
Kendel is a successful artist and graphic 
designer, and Don, previously with the band 
West of the Fourth, recently launched his solo 
western folk music career. 

KATY LUCAS TIES THE KNOT
CONGRATULATIONS TO KATY Lucas and Jens Berg on their October 15, 2022, wedding in Brady, Texas. 

Katy, formerly of Carstairs, Alta., held the 2015 Miss Rodeo Canada title and her mom, Sheona, 
was president of the Miss Rodeo Canada competition for years. Katy’s father is ‘Smokin’ Joe Lucas, 
4X Canadian TDR Champion (1983, ‘86, ’88, ’97). The groom, Jens, is a silversmith specializing in 
bits, spurs and western jewelry. 

At the Lucas family’s request, Katy, an on-air personality for The Cowboy Channel, went back to 
work early at Fort Worth to shoot the live segment of Western Sports Round-Up so the family could 
“see what it’s all about.”

The couple also went to Red Deer to enjoy the Canadian Finals Rodeo.

From left, Colter Wall, Levi Cale, Mack Clark, Adam Fast, groom Don Kinahan, bride Kendel Kinahan,  
Kelly Kuhl, Jolene Friesen, Johanna Kalkreuth, Maggy Cooper.

10 Canadian Cowboy Country December 2022/January 2023
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OVER THE YEARS, the Junior and High School Rodeo Association has expanded their  
competitions beyond the mainstream rodeo events to include some not typically seen in a  
professional arena, ranging from competitions in working cow horse to cutting, reining, ribbon  
roping and the like.  
The goal is to include as many boys and girls in bona fide rodeo sports and beyond.

A national organization with state and provincial associations, the overriding mission  
statement for high school rodeo is to promote the sport, promote the highest type of conduct 
and sportsmanship, preserve western heritage, offer an opportunity for continuing education  
and maintain the highest regard for the livestock. As well, high school rodeo is a major  
source of scholarships.

One of the more exciting off-grounds events attracting competitors is shooting. The  
competitions are run under the eagle eye of a Range Safety Officer. Target Shooting with 
.22-calibre long rifles requires a Zen-like concentration, with a strong focus on breathing technique, 
control, and follow-through. A singular sport, one of the more difficult techniques for a youngster  
(or an oldster, for that matter) to master is to learn to relax and focus, skills that are highly  
applicable to living.

Most provinces offer the top four qualifiers from the Jr. High and High School Divisions spots  
on the National Team. In some provinces and at the annual NHSRA Finals, there is also an  
added component of Trap Shooting or Skeet Shooting.

Western Canadian provincial school rodeo associations currently offer target shooting with 
.22-calibre long rifles and trap shooting with shotguns. So, if your kid can’t ride, can’t rope,  
but can shoot like Buffalo Bill or Annie Oakley, they can join the Junior or High School Rodeo  
Association in your province, compete on a national level and be eligible for life-changing  
educational scholarships.

Competitors in .22-calibre rifle target shooting (prone position) are, from left, Tate Beierbach,  
Trigg Pittman and Rylan Poirier 

COMPETITIVE TARGET 
SHOOTING

COLLECTING 
HISTORY

IT WILL BE an Old West auction like no other. 
Brian Lovig of Lovig Auctions got the nod to 

stage an auction sale that will take days to com-
plete. It will feature the famed 60-year Wild West 
collection painstakingly amassed by Wendell 
Grangaard. 

The auction will feature historical artifacts of 
soldiers and Native Americans involved in the 
battles in the U.S., including some of the great 
war chiefs, Sitting  Bull, Crazy Horse, Gall and 
Two Moon. The centrepiece of the auction is the 
largest known collection of Little Bighorn battle 
artifacts. These aforementioned pieces are just 
a drop in the bucket of this massive collection, 
estimated to top $100 million.

Of great interest are the guns. Collectors, 
especially Canadian collectors, are well-versed in 
the legality of importing firearms, and they know 
that any gun manufactured before 1898 is an-
tique and exempt from any Canadian so-called 
“gun-grab” law.

The auction, held in Las Vegas, will take 
place over approximately five days in Janu-
ary and will be streamed live on their website, 
GunsofHistoryAuction.com.

11cowboycountrymagazine.com

http://gunsofhistoryauction.com
http://cowboycountrymagazine.com
http://cowboycountrymagazine.com


IN THE CORRAL

WHERE IN  
THE WORLD 
IS CANADIAN 
COWBOY?

–
 D

ec

ember 2022/Janu
ary 2023 – 22/23

 

PH
OT

O
 C

RE
DI

T:
  G

RE
G

 S
HA

N
N

O
N

 P
HO

TO
 C

RE
DI

T:
 JE

N
 R

U
SH

PH
OT

O
 S

U
PP

LI
ED

 B
Y 

JA
M

IE
 P

IT
TM

AN
; P

HO
TO

 B
Y 

TE
RR

I M
AS

O
N

; P
HO

TO
 B

Y 
SH

EL
LE

Y 
DR

EV
ER

Heidelberg, Germany

HEIDELBERG IS CONSIDERED one of the most 
beautiful cities in Germany. Its picturesque en-
semble of the castle, the Old Town, and the river 
Neckar surrounded by hills inspired the poets 
and artists of romanticism to this day.

Originally occupied by the Romans and then 
the Celts, Heidelberg was first mentioned in 
1196. 

The city was planned and built with the 
famous Heidelberg Castle and Germany’s oldest 
university (founded in 1386) in the 13th century.

Heidelberg is a scientific hub in Germany 
and home to several internationally renowned 
research facilities adjacent to its university, in-
cluding the European Molecular Biology Labora-
tory and four Max Planck Institutes.

Considered a “romantic” city, Heidelberg at-
tracts millions of visitors a year, including  
Jane Marsh of Alberta.

THE RANCH COUNTRY Horse Sale in Maple 
Creek, Sask., is Canada’s oldest continuous 
horse sale. The previews and the sale saw some 
good crowds, gorgeous weather, motivated 
online buyers and impressive prices under the 
auctioneer hammer of Brennan Jack of Jack 
Auction Group.

The high-selling foal was Lot 22, a 2022 
Black AQHA colt bred by Roger Parsonage of 
Maple Creek, SK. The foal, purchased by Terry 
and Shelley Sunderland, topped the foal  
portion of the sale at $5,800.

The high-selling saddle horse was Lot 32, 
Cedarlea Shiny Jewel, a 2014 AQHA gray mare 
consigned by Darlene Tingtved of Mortlach, 
Sask. Gary Dzogolik of Tofield purchased the 
well-trained bridle horse, Alta. She topped  
the sale at $19,000.

The sale featured two previews, one on Fri-
day night and the other on the morning of the 
Saturday sale. During the sale, a knowledge-
able pedigree reader extolled the virtues of 
the bloodlines. 

“Brennan brings in a good pedigree reader, 
and we’ve been impressed each year,” said  

RANCH COUNTRY  
HORSE SALE

consignor Ken Perrin.
Pre-approved online bidders kept attendees 

on their toes, as some of the colts and horses 
were snapped up by buyers from BC  
to Manitoba.

Top: The high-selling saddle horse was Lot # 32 
2014 gray AQHA mare, Cedarlea Shiny Jewel,  
shown here under saddle by the consignor,  
Darlene Tingtved

Inset: The high-selling foal, Lot # 22, bred by Roger 
and Lou Parsonage, was purchased by Terry and 
Shelley Sunderland. From left, newlyweds Megan 
and Borden Sunderland, consignors Lou and Roger 
Parsonage, and auctioneer Brennan Jack.
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KEEP A LITTLE COWBOY 
RIGHT THERE

Hear Greg Shannon & Co-Host Stella Stevens weekday mornings on 840 CFCW!  
Email Greg with column suggestions: greg@cfcw.com 

Greg Shannon
840 CFCW Morning Show Co-Host
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GIDDY UP WITH GREG SHANNON

TALES FROM 
THE HOME-
STEAD
A HISTORY OF PRAIRIE PIONEERS, 1867-1914
SANDRA ROLLINGS-MAGNUSSON

A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT of research went 
into this book as the author, who has made a 
living studying Western Canadian homestead-
ers and their stories, has gleaned these tales 
from memoirs and a number of other sources.

Magnussen has found accounts of early 
cattle ranching, weddings, horse thieves, 
cyclones, building a bloc settlement and true 
grit. Prairie fires, desolation, snowstorms, 
teachers and the freedom of the wild are all 
recounted by those who actually lived these 
lives. 

The collection is a snapshot of a time we’ll 
never see again (thank God) where disease, 
accidents, fierce weather, hard living, and an 
incredibly tough workload shortened lives 
considerably. But it will rekindle a longing for 
freedom and independence, both long gone in 
our Canadian society.

Tales from the Homestead, A History of Prairie 
Pioneers, 1867-1914 | Softcover | 272 pages | Au-
thor Sandra Rollings-Magnussen | Heritage House 
Publishing | HeritageHouse.ca

IN SEPTEMBER I helped 
induct George Fox into 
the Canadian Country 
Music Association Hall of 
Fame. It was an honour. 
Simply put, George is the 
best! He’s humble, hugely 
talented, and has a spe-
cial place in his heart for 
the holiday season. 

We recently recon-
nected to reminisce 
about a CBC Television 
special he invited me to 
be a part of along with 
hockey legend Johnny 
Bower. We also talked about a gift that 
keeps on giving, the magical CD, A George 
Fox Christmas! It’s a holiday staple in my 
house and George’s too. “Honestly, Greg, 
that CD over the years probably held up 
better than any of them,” said George.

Besides great music (including Frank 
Sinatra and Bing Crosby), Christmas with 
the Fox Family on the farm features a 
customary viewing of A Charlie Brown 
Christmas and a whole lot of food! 

“So Monica kind of goes back and gets 
glazed-over listening to Pavarotti sing-
ing,” explains George. “The next thing you 
know she’s in the kitchen and she’s got all 
these almond confections, I think she calls 

pizzella, which is like 
an Italian crepe. You’ve 
got this special machine 
and she starts cranking 
those out and I still love 
the pumpkin pie. That’s 
my favourite!”

George and Monica 
got married around 
Christmas time and gave 
each guest a special tree 
ornament as a gift. They 
made sure to keep one 
for themselves and it’s 
a beautiful reminder of 
the love and life they 

built every year when they hang it. There’s 
one other very special decoration on the 
Fox Family tree. 

“When I was hosting the CCMA’s one year, 
my last line of the show was to remind every-
body to keep a little cowboy right there and 
I tapped my chest,” said George. “They did a 
close-up and I pulled this little miniature cow-
boy out of my pocket and he goes on the tree 
every year too. So, there’s all that stuff, and 
then we do chores, feed the cows, and maybe 
go for a walk and we try and get involved with 
what the church is doing and sing a little. It’s 
pretty simple, but it gets you that good feeling 
you know. Christmas is whatever it takes to 
get that ignited.”
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SPIRIT OF THE WEST

Denied Boarding our 
Anniversary Cruise

BY HUGH MCLENNAN
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The Spirit of the West Radio show 
marked 30 years on the air in 
June 2022. We've managed to 
keep it going through challenges 

like being in Texas when 911 hit, being 
evacuated a couple of times when the B.C. 
wildfires came close, surviving end-stage 
chronic kidney disease, receiving the 
incredible gift of a kidney transplant from 
fellow broadcaster Louis "Big Rig" McIvor, 
a pretty bad buck-off last fall and the 
Covid shutdowns.

Billie and I have been hosting our popu-
lar Spirit of the West cruises since 2000, and 
we were ready to step back from hosting after 
hundreds of flights, hotel rooms, immigra-
tion procedures and much more. We loved 

being with so many great folks who love our 
western way of life, and our plan was to host 
one more, labelling it as our farewell cruise; 
then we'd hand the reins over to our support 
crew, Mark and Kathy McMillan. 

Well, Covid postponed our plans until 
2022, and we had everything in place (we 
thought) to make this one really special. 
The group would come to our place for 
lunch and a live show with my Western 
Spirit band. Then the bus would take 
them to the beautiful Sun Peaks Grand 
hotel for the night. The next morning it 
would be off to Vancouver for a stay in the 
luxurious Fairmont Waterfront hotel and 
board the ship for a seven-day journey up 
the inside passage to Alaska and back. Of 

all the destinations we visited pretty well 
around the world, Alaska is our favourite.

After putting this off for two years, our 
anticipation was at the top of the scale. 

Now the plot thickens. Our passports 
had expired a couple of years ago, and we 
filled out the applications to renew them in 
April. The nice lady at Service Canada said, 
"your cruise isn't until June 18; you'll have 
them back in lots of time."

With the help of Mark and Kathy, Mike 
and Gwen, my brother Jim and his wife 
Lynda, we had the yard trimmed up, and 

the tents, tables, food, and sound system 
were all in place.  The bus full of cruis-
ers pulled into the yard right on time. 
After hugs, greetings and handshakes, the 
music started.

After the second song, I had to pass on 
the news to everyone. We had been check-
ing our mail every day since April, and as 
of that morning… we still did not have our 
passports. Our Farewell 30th anniversary 
Spirit of the West Cruise would be sail-
ing without us.

To symbolically hand over “the reins,” 
Billie found my favourite headstall with a 
set of rawhide braided reins and romal and 
handed it over to Mark and Kathy. 

We waved goodbye as the bus pulled out 
of our driveway. 

Mark and Kathy are preparing to host 
another Spirit of the West Cruise this January. 
It goes from L.A. to Fort Lauderdale through 
Panama Canal, and you can get the details 
at hugh-mclennan.com.
Now I wonder… did Mark and Kathy keep 
that headstall? c

“We still did  
not have our  
passports.”
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WHEEL TO WHEEL

Heart Like A Wagon Wheel
BY BILLY MELVILLE
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R ight in the heart of the COVID-19 
lockdowns, the City of Calgary 
lost one of the cornerstones of its 
community when Ted Valentine 

passed away on August 9, 2020, at the age 
of 90. Like so many others who lost loved 
ones during the pandemic lockdowns, 
his family felt cheated out of not having a 
proper funeral service for him. When the 
world got its feet back under itself again, the 
question was raised on how to memorialize 
Ted properly.

“One of my sisters thought we should 
get a park bench in his name,” said Tom 
Valentine, Ted’s son. “One of my brothers 
suggested a garden in his name. But these 
are all pretty common things people do. 
My dad was born and raised Calgarian and 
spent his whole life living and working in 
Calgary. We wanted to do something that 
represented Calgary and asked ourselves, 
‘What stands out in Calgary?’ The answer 
was the chuckwagons.”

Back in 1991, Ted Valentine hired his 
22-year-old son Paul, fresh out of university, 

to do the marketing and advertising for the 
family auto dealership, Valentine Volvo. He 
gave his son a $35,000 budget for the year 
and turned him loose. 

Young Paul went to the Calgary Stam-
pede Chuckwagon Canvas Auction and 
promptly spent a quarter of the entire 
annual budget buying the canvas on a 
young driver making his second appearance 
at the Rangeland Derby — Hughie Sinclair.

At the time, the senior Valentine didn’t 
understand his son’s thinking or even 

approve of his actions. When the Stampede 
wrapped up, Ted Valentine was quoted as 
saying, “The exposure that we got and Joe 
Carbury yelling out our name in front of 
20,000 people… we have no regrets.”

In a unique way to honour their late 
father, the Valentine kids got together, 
partnered up with chuckwagon driver Ross 
Knight, and ran the “In Memory of Ted 
Valentine — Calgary Born and Raised” can-
vas at both chuckwagon stops in Calgary, 
the Calgary Stampede Rangeland Derby 
and the Century Downs World Chuck-
wagon Finals. And like their father, they 
have no regrets.

As Tom Valentine explained, “Chuck-
wagons are Calgary, and my dad was 
Calgary. It was a natural fit to have his name 
on a chuckwagon canvas to memorialize 
and immortalize him.”

It took nearly two years to bring it about, 
but for a handful of days during the sum-
mer of 2022, the broken Valentine hearts 
were shaped like a wagon wheel. 
It was Stampede City Spirit at its best. c

The Valentine Family 
with Ross Knight’s 
wagon and their tarp

Ted Valentine
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Isn't this  
Jesus, the Son  

of Joseph?

These words are recorded in the Gospel of John 6:42. 
They were uttered by someone in the crowd who had 
sought him out after He’d fed them at the feeding of 
the 5,000. Jesus told them they weren’t looking for 
him because of the signs he performed but because 
he’d fed them. He went on to say that He was the 
bread of life sent from heaven, and that’s what they 
should be looking for. At this, they uttered the second 
half of the verse: We know his father and mother. 
How can he say he comes from heaven?

This is a question many asked, and I’ll try to answer 
later. But first, let’s look at the person of Joseph.

We’re introduced to Joseph in the Gospel of 
Mathew, Chapters 1 and 2. He’s a builder, often called 
a carpenter, but more likely a stonemason given the 
materials available. He’s engaged to Mary, who comes 
one day and tells him she’s pregnant, not by 
the usual means but by a miracle of the 
Holy Spirit. 

We can only speculate on 
what all emotions and doubts 
he had, but the scripture 
does record that he was 
going to divorce her qui-
etly (engagement was a 
legally binding contract) 
and not cause her more 
grief. An angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in 
a dream and said, “Don’t 
be scared to take Mary 
home as your wife. She’s 
telling the truth. She’s going 
to have a boy and you’re to 
call him Jesus.” (verses. 20–21 my 

words.) Joseph woke up and did just that. By marry-
ing Mary he gave Jesus’s birth legitimacy, but I think 
the story was known and I hear some derision in the 
crowd's question, Isn’t this Joseph’s son?

If we trot over to my world, I have a glimpse into 
what Joseph did. Upon my marriage to Bonny, I 
became “dad” to her three children. In the 25 years 
since, I’ve considered them my own. I’ve been 
tempted to sell them more than once but never to dis-
own or deny their connection to me. (Although none 
have gone into politics, or I may have to reconsider.)

Joseph, like myself, raised his family as best he 
could. Although it’s not recorded, it’s believed Joseph 
passed sometime after Jesus’s 12th year (Luke 2:41) 
the last time parents are mentioned) and before his 
30th year. (When he began his ministry, Luke 3:23.)

I’ve been fortunate enough to have seen 
my children grow and take their place 

in the world and although Joseph 
wasn’t as fortunate, I think he’d 

have answered “How can he 
say he came from heaven?” 

With the life Jesus lived, 
the things he taught, his 
resurrection and ascen-
sion back to heaven.

That faith is what 
I’d wish for you this 
Christmas. But if you’re 

not there yet, as the New 
Year rolls in look back 

and ahead at what you’ve 
questioned and see if maybe 

you didn’t know all there was to 
know. c

BY BRYN THIESSEN

Bryn Thiessen is a rancher, poet, cowboy and preacher at Cowboy Trail Church in Cochrane. Bryn and his wife Bonny market  
grass-fattened beef from their Helmer Creek Ranch southwest of Sundre, Alta. 
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BY CRAIG COUILLARD

Rod 
Sinclair

ARTS &  CULTURE 
PORTRAIT

EYE OF A CHAMPION
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ARTS &  CULTURE 
PORTRAIT

As you explore the photographs on 
his website, it’s evident that Rod Sinclair 
from Pincher Creek, Alta., has the eye 
of a champion.

The 1979 Calgary Stampede bareback 
champion and co-winner of the Guy 
Weadick Award (he received a gold-plated 
rifle), Sinclair always dabbled in photog-
raphy for his enjoyment but got serious 
about becoming a professional photogra-
pher about 15 years ago.

“I mostly was a wildlife photographer as 
I liked to hike in the mountains, but after 
working with professional wildlife photog-
rapher and conservationist Tony Bymun 
from Montana, I decided to take it more 
seriously,” said Sinclair.

Sinclair’s photography has appeared 
in National Geographic, Western Hunter, 
Alberta Venture, Rocky Mountain Elk Foun-
dation and Boone and Crockett Fair Chase, 
to name a few. 

“As a former professional rodeo cow-
boy, it was a natural extension for me to 
start shooting rodeos a few years ago. I 

know what to watch for and what angles 
might work best.”

He mostly covers amateur rodeos in 
southern Alberta. “I’ve been approached 
about taking out my CPRA card, but I 
travelled thousands of miles as a com-
petitor, so I don’t like to travel that much 
anymore. I like to stick close to home 
these days.”

Sinclair has also been the official 
photographer at the southern Alberta colt-
starting competition Heart of the Horse for 
the last three years.

Married for 47 years to his wife, Susan, 
the couple has three daughters and five 
grandchildren.

Whether photographing Bighorn 
Sheep, a youngster on a rank bronc or 
capturing the essence of a trainer and colt, 
Rod Sinclair is one talented cowboy.

You can see more of his work at Sinclair-
ImageryInc.com c
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ARTS &  CULTURE 
PORTRAIT
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IN STYLE
CHILL OUT!

3 4 

1 2 
Plains Jacket

The Plains Jacket by Tasha Polizzi features  
faux fur collar and cuffs. Rich coffee turquoise 

burgundy colours. 
shopranchhouse.com

Myra Jacket 
The Myra jacket by Outback Trading Co. is a great 
staple piece for versatility, warmth, comfort, and 
of course, style! The Myra jacket can be found at 

Irvine Tack & Western Wear.
irvinesaddles.ca

Women's Sherpa Trucker Jacket
The Sherpa Trucker Jacket by Cruel Denim is the 
warm hug we need this winter. Easy entry front 
pockets, Southwest pattern, and sherpa lining. 

Available at Lammles Western Wear. 
lammles.com

Janines Custom Creations
Each coat is custom-fitted and made from iconic 

blankets of the West such as Pendleton and 
Hudson’s Bay. 

designs-by-janine.ca
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COUNTRY COOKING
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COUNTRY COOKING

COURTESY NOBLE PREMIUM BISON

COURTESEY SUBURBAN SIMPLICITY.COM

ROLO PRETZEL 
REINDEER
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BISON STEAK WITH 
GARLIC BUTTER
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INGREDIENTS    
•  2 –226 g (8 oz) Noble Premium Bison 

Steaks (Ribeye, Sirloin or Striploin) 
• 120 g (1/2 c) butter
• 10 mL (2 tsp) garlic powder
• 4 cloves garlic, minced
• Salt and pepper to taste

DIRECTIONS
1.   Preheat grill to medium-high heat.
2.   In a small saucepan, melt butter over 

medium-low heat with garlic powder  
and minced garlic. Set aside.

3.   Sprinkle both sides of the steak with  
salt and pepper.

4.   Grill steaks for about 3 minutes per  
side for medium rare. 

5.  When done, transfer to warmed plates. 
Brush tops liberally with garlic butter and al-
low to rest for 2 to 3 minutes before serving.

For more tips and recipes, visit CanadianBison.ca

TIPS ON COOKING BISON
 Cook it slowly at a low temperature.  
Don't cook past medium. Here are some  
tips for different cuts.

STEAKS (GRILL, BROIL, OR PAN-BROIL)
•  Use steak ¾ to 1 inch thick
•  Place in a lightly oiled skillet and use  

medium heat on the stovetop
•  Place bison on BBQ or 6 inches from  

the heat source in the broiler
• Cook 4 – 5 minutes per side
•  To increase tenderness, marinate the  

sirloin tip and inside round steaks for  
8- 24 hours

ROASTS (SIRLOIN TIP, INSIDE ROUND)
•  Sear roast in oven at 500°F (260°C) or  
on stove in a hot pan

•  Season roast, add ¼ cup (50 mL) of  
liquid (water or red wine)

•  Roast at 325°F (165°C) in covered pan  
or place in slow cooker

• Cook roast to medium rare 145°F (63°C)

Here’s a great recipe to get you started!

The Most 
Traditional 
Meal of All

Sometimes it’s good to change up your traditional  
holiday meal for what is historically the most traditional  

meal in all of North America — Bison.
Because bison isn’t marbled with fat, there are special tips  

for cooking tatanka. If you haven’t cooked it before, here are  
a few tips to enjoy this flavourful meat:

DID YOU KNOW THAT BISON MEAT IS:

INGREDIENTS
• Mini Pretzel Twists (not regular-sized ones)
• Rolo candy
• Candy eyes (or Smarties) 
•  Candy nose Use red or brown M&Ms or 

Smarties. (Not everyone can be Rudolph!)

DIRECTIONS
1.  Preheat oven to 250F. Line a baking  

pan with parchment paper.
2.  Cut a pretzel twist in half vertically to 

make antlers
3.  Place whole pretzels salted side down  

on the baking sheet. 
4.  Unwrap the Rolo candies and place one  

on each of the pretzels 
5.  Place them in the oven until the chocolate 

softens but isn't totally melted about  
1.5 - 2 minutes. 

6.  Insert the pretzel halves (antlers) into 
the top of the Rolo candy. Next, place 
the candy nose and eyes on the softened 
Rolo. Cool the Reindeer Pretzels for 15 - 30 
minutes to harden.

A great  
source of lean  

protein

One of the best  
Omega-3/Omega-6 ratios 

of any red meat

High in iron,  
B vitamins, zinc and 

selenium 

Regenerative by nature 
and raised naturally  

on grass 

1 2 3 4
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TRAILBLAZERS

Pierre Berton
Canada’s Historian

BY TIM LASIUTA

Few Canadians have had an impact on a nation than that of  
renaissance man Pierre Francis de Marigny Berton.

Known professionally as Pierre Berton, his life’s work ran the gamut from 
 war correspondent to newspaper editor, magazine editor and columnist to  

television personality to major book author, with over 70 titles to his  
credit chronicling Canadian history.
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PEOPLE WHO SHAPED THE WEST

Berton’s father, Frank 
George Berton, was a Yukon 
‘Stampeder’ who moved from 
New Brunswick in 1898 to 
join thousands of men in 
the mythic quest for gold in 
the Yukon. Pierre was born 
in Whitehorse, Yukon, on 
July 12, 1920, and his family 
moved to Dawson City the 
next year. The boom town’s 
opulence and recent mining 
history would later often find 
its way into his work.

The Bertons later moved 
to Victoria in 1932, where 
Berton discovered the 
Scouts, which started a 
seven-year involvement and 
introduced him to journal-
ism. In the article “My Love 
Affair with the Scout Move-
ment,” he wrote that ‘the 
Scout Movement was the 
making of him and kept him 
from becoming a juvenile delinquent.’ He 
started his journalism career in scouting, 
writing that, ‘the first newspaper I was 
ever associated with was a weekly type-
written publication issued by the Seagull 
Patrol of St. Mary’s Troop.’

He attended the University of B.C., 
majoring in history, a choice he followed for 
the rest of his career.

During his university education, Berton 
was the chief announcer at the UBC Radio 
Society. At 21, he became the youngest 
editor at the Vancouver and News Herald 
(1942) before joining the army and serv-
ing four years. Returning home, Berton 
edited the Vancouver Sun, then moved to 
Toronto in 1947 to work at McLean’s. That 
year, he married Janet Walker, and they had 
eight children.

During this time, Berton was also start-
ing his career in the fledgling television 
industry. Over the next 40 years, he was 
the interviewer and host of numerous 
national news and current affairs shows. 
He compiled an impressive list of timeless 
interviews, including Bruce Lee, Vivian 
Leigh, Pierre Trudeau, Lester Pearson, 
Clint Eastwood, Noel Coward, Bertrand 
Russell and Mick Jagger. He even rolled 
a joint on national television with come-
dian Rick Mercer.

Television soon took centre 
stage in his career, and from 
his first appearances on the 
small screen in 1957 on CBCs 
flagship show, Close-Up, he 
was on Front Page Challenge 
until 2001 (39 years). He also 
hosted his show, The Pierre Ber-
ton Hour, from 1962 to 1973. 

Berton’s work ethic was 
undeniable. He once wrote: 
“I have worked. I don’t think 
I ever had a job that was only 
eight hours a day. I worked 
for fifty-six years. I never 
lost a day’s work in all those 
years. I was determined that 
I would never lose my family. 
I would work twenty hours a 
day if necessary to overcome 
it, which I did. The Depression 
helped me because it gave me 
that determination that I had 
to go ahead and work.”

Of Berton, Maclean’s edi-
tor Ralph Allen noted that “Berton is a 
first-rate reporter. a first-rate writer and 
a first-rate editor.”  His publisher, McClel-
land and Stewart, added, “He’s the most 
competent and reliable writer we’ve ever 
worked with.”

While his father searched for gold, Pierre 
mined Canadian history for more than 
70 books ranging from the Yukon Gold 
Rush, the expansion of Canadian railways, 
the Northwest Passage to the remarkable 
stories of cowboys, ranchers and dreamers 
who settled the Canadian West in his iconic 
book, The Promised Land.

Over his career, Berton was honoured 
with over 30 awards, including the Com-
panion of the Order of Canada, multiple 
Governor General Awards for non-fiction, 
the Stephen Leacock Medal for Humour, 
the Canadian Authors Association Liter-
ary Award for nonfiction, the Canadian 
Booksellers Award, the Biomedical Science 
Ambassador’s Award, and the John Drainie 
Award for significant contribution to televi-
sion broadcasting in Canada.

Pierre Berton’s legacy includes an award 
named in his honour and overwhelming 
support for the Berton Writers Retreat and 
The Writers Trust. He died Nov 30, 2004, 
and his ashes were scattered in Kleinberg, 
Ontario. c

BERTON’S BEST  
(Editor’s Choice)

• The National Dream: The Great Railway,  
1871-1881

•  The Last Spike: The Great Railway,  
1881-1885

•  Klondike: The Last Great Gold Rush,  
1896-1899 

• The Dionne Years: A Thirties Melodrama
•  The Wild Frontier: more tales from the  

remarkable past
• The Invasion of Canada: 1812-1813
•  The Promised Land: Settling the West  

1896-1914
• Vimy
• The Great Depression: 1929-1939
•  Marching as to War: Canada’s Turbulent 

Years
• Prisoners of the North
• The Klondike Stampede
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LIVING LEGEND

DARRYL
SUTTER
“THE JOLLY 
RANCHER”

Darryl at the 
rugged cabin 

he rebuilt

STORY AND 
PHOTOS BY BILL 
BORGWARDT
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LIVING LEGEND

Darryl Sutter is a member of what may  
be the greatest family dynasty ever to play 
in the National Hockey League. 

house in the same yard where the boys grew 
up. The couple has three children, Brett, Jes-
sie, and Christopher.

“We run around 450 head of Red Angus/
Simmental-cross cows, with white Charolais 
bulls,” Darryl states as he surveys the herd, 
“and we have several horses.” Except for 
600 acres of rotating forage crops and the 
ranch headquarters, the rest of the property 
is divided into numerous pastures. The 
land features excellent grazing areas with 
deep water ponds, ideally suited for raising 
livestock. “We rotate the pastures monthly, 
usually on the first of the month, which 
makes it easy to keep track,” Darryl adds.

The Sutter ranch is bisected east/west 
by the CNR mainline and Highway 14, 
which run parallel. This unfortunate split 
leaves 1,000 acres on the north side, 2,000 
acres to the south and a headache to move 
their cattle. 

“In the old days, we could move the 
herd from one side of the highway to the 
other by notifying the RCMP to shut down 
the highway and CN to hold the trains,” 
Darryl recollects. “But now there is just so 
much truck traffic on the highway, and 
the trains can run as close as 20 minutes 
apart, so shutting things down is nearly 
impossible, and the cost is unbelievable.” 

These days, the cattle are trucked across 
the division. It may take longer to move 
them, but it’s the only way they can do 
it. Doctoring sick cattle also required an 
out-of-the-box solution, antibiotics admin-
istered from afar.

Darrel points out a cow who is lying 
down away from the herd. “Looks like 
we’ve got a cow who isn’t feeling too good,” 
he says. “The neighbour we met back on 
the road has a dart rifle. I’ll have to let him 
know to check her out and shoot her with 
some antibiotics.” Rather than roping her, 
loading the cow and calf, trucking and 
putting her through a squeeze chute to 
administer the drugs, the option of using a 
dart gun to administer medicine is as stress-
free as the rancher can get.

One of Darryl’s favourite spots is a hill 
in the middle of the southern section of 
the ranch. With an elevation of 4,000 feet, 
it is the highest point in the area. “From 
here, you can see 40 miles in every direc-
tion,” he gestures. The entire ranch is visible 
at this elevation, making it easy to see 
the cow herd. 

“You can see the ranch house away over 
there,” he points. “See those trees and that 
lake away to the south? That’s the edge of 
the ranch. When we were kids, we’d ride all 

He is a two-time Stanley Cup-winning 
coach, the top man behind the bench with 
the Calgary Flames, and the 2021 NHL 
Coach of the Year. Inside, he is a boy who 
grew up loving the wide open spaces and 
the heritage of the rich ranching country 
of central Alberta. Darryl Sutter is a true 
Albertan and a rancher whose roots in the 
area are deep. 

Darryl’s grandfather, Charles William 
Sutter, moved from Ontario and settled 
near Viking, Alta. “It was either 1903 or 
1904,” says Darryl. “Depending on who you 
ask. It was definitely before Alberta became 
a province.” Since that time, the ranch has 
expanded and now encompasses 3,000 
acres. Darryl’s dad and mother, Louis and 
Grace, raised seven boys on the property; 
six of them went on to a career playing 
hockey in the NHL. 

Growing up, the boys had free run of the 
ranch, often riding horseback and explor-
ing the far reaches of the property. Darryl 
always cherished the rural lifestyle and 
the unbridled freedom it provided, so it’s 
not surprising that it was he who followed 
the family legacy. Although being a hockey 
coach takes up much of his year, the rest 
of his time is spent on the ranch, where he 
and his wife, Wanda, built a modern ranch 
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LIVING LEGEND

1. Perhaps one of the most coveted hockey stick collections in Western Canada, all used by the Sutters. Collectively, all six brothers were inducted  
into the Alberta Hockey Hall of Fame in 2017. 2. Jubilation was captured for all time on Darryl’s face as the Los Angeles Kings coach hoisted the Stanley Cup  

in their first victory in 2012. Famous for his deadpan delivery and references to ranching, sports media dubbed him “The Jolly Rancher.” 3. Darryl sitting at
the table he made inside the ranch cabin, filled with childhood mementos and various antiques like stove lid lifters and metal currycombs. 4. The Sutter home is 

more cowboy than coach, with Western paintings, bronzes and a rebuilt NWMP saddle, and one small area for hockey trophies

1 2

3 4
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the way over there.” This particular lookout 
spot has been a respected location for the 
plains people for centuries. It is the location 
of the Ribstones, a provincial heritage site 
containing two rocks believed to have been 
carved in ancient times to represent the ribs 
of a buffalo. 

Another favourite spot is a rustic cabin 
that Darryl renovated on the site of an 
old store that was absorbed when the 
ranch expanded. “When we were kids, an 
old couple lived here,” he recalls. “I built 

LIVING LEGEND

Granddaughter Mackenzie on horseback, Darryl and son Chris at the Sutter ranch gate

this place with salvaged materials. I even 
built that table and those bunk beds.” 
The cabin’s interior is adorned with fam-
ily, western, and pioneer artefacts. The 
exterior walls and surrounding wood 
fence are decked out with animal horns, 
antlers, skulls and pioneer items. Lining 
the driveway are several pieces of antique 
horse-drawn machinery. Pointing to 
them, he says, “I pulled these old pieces 
of machinery out of the bush. This one is 
an old horse-drawn plough.” Darryl has a 

keen interest in pioneer heritage and its 
preservation.

There are plenty of outbuildings on 
the Sutter place, but one stands out. It’s a 
large machine shop — inside it is Sutter 
Hockey Hall. 

“I had all this stuff packed away in 
boxes. When we had the Covid shutdown, 
I didn’t have anything to do, so I figured 
it was time to gather everything together 
and display it rather than having it where 
nobody could see it,” he states while 
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When Darryl and Wanda Sutter’s son Chris, 
their third child, was born in 1993 in Chicago, 
doctors didn’t give him much chance of sur-
vival, but his parents never gave up on him. 
After several operations that saved his life, 
including major heart surgery when he was 
less than two weeks old, doctors discovered 
that he had Down syndrome, a condition 
affecting a child’s mental and physical 
development.

“The real part of it was, imagine how it is 
when doctors tell you as a father and a mother 
that you should give your child up,” said 
Darryl, pausing. “That’s what they 
told us. They said we should 
make him what’s called a 
‘ward of the state.’

“You’ve got to remem-
ber, that was quite a while 
ago. When we were grow-
ing up, a lot of children 
with special needs weren’t 
raised by their family.

“I said, ‘You worry about 
making him healthy enough to 
get out of here, and I’ll worry about 
where he lives.’”

At home on the farm, Chris pointed to 
a framed photo, “This is me and Jarome,” 
he said, of the 2004 photo of himself with 
former Flames legend Jarome Iginla, hang-
ing among the memorabilia displayed in the 
large workshop. 

In the off-season, when he’s not 

LIVING LEGEND

IT’S CHRIS SUTTER TIME!
pointing out various pieces. The finished 
interior is a collector’s dream, with an 
astounding collection of newspaper and 
magazine clippings, photos and memo-
rabilia from his family’s hockey history. 
Positioned horizontally on a rack is an array 
of hockey sticks and equipment used by 
Darryl and his brothers while learning to 
play hockey on the farm. Highlighted clip-
pings and photos of his and his brother’s 
hockey careers include photos of when 
Darryl coached the Los Angeles Kings 
to the Stanley Cup Championships in 
2012 and 2014. 

In the main ranch house, with its 
Western decor, you would never know 
that he was a famous hockey personality, 
but there’s no doubt he’s a proud rancher. 
However, there is a corner where a small 
selection of hockey trophies and awards 
are displayed among other western histori-
cal treasures. 

“This saddle was found in an old build-
ing by a friend. The leather was pretty well 
gone, but the maker’s crest was still there, 
identifying it as a North-West Mounted 
Police saddle, and the wood frame [saddle 
tree] was intact. A saddlemaker rebuilt it 
for me and incorporated the original crest,” 
he explained. “Notice the two leather 
straps on the front. The Mounted Police 
didn’t carry their rifles in a side scabbard. 
Instead, the rifle was mounted across the 
front of the saddle through those loops,” 
he explains. 

As the coach of the Calgary Flames 
hockey club, Darryl is away from the ranch 
from September to May or whenever the 
flexible hockey season ends. “I’m lucky if 
I get one day off to come home to the farm 
at Christmas,” he smiles. He relies on hired 
help to take care of the cattle and chores 
throughout the winter, but as soon as the 
hockey season is over, he’s transformed 
from a tough, no-nonsense hockey coach to 
a humble and friendly local Viking rancher, 
a true man of the earth. c

“I’m lucky if  
I get one day off to  

come home to the farm 
at Christmas.”

involved with Special Olympics or other 
sporting events, you’ll find Chris on his 
quad on the ranch, checking fences and 
keeping tabs on the cattle, meticulously 
marking down tag numbers of cattle that 
might need attention. The hard worker also 
has a job in town, unloading grocery trucks.

Being so close to his father, naturally, 
hockey is a big part of his life, and he’s a huge 
fan of whatever hockey club his dad has been 
involved with, especially his beloved Calgary 
Flames. Chris has a regular presence at the 

Calgary home games, and all the play-
ers love him. His positivity and his 

dressing room pep talks are 
legendary. An inspiration 

to the players, he is also 
a Flames celebrity, loved 
by the sold-out masses 
at Flames games in the 
Saddledome. When the 

Jumbotron booms “It’s 
Chris Sutter Time!” and the 

music starts, you’ll find Chris 
in the aisles, wearing his Flames 

jersey and scarf, dancing up a storm 
and encouraging the fans to do likewise. 

Chris’ dancing tradition started during 
Darryl’s first go-around with the Flames in the 
early 2000s, when Chris was a young boy.

“(Late Flames president) Ken King was 
huge with that. He told Chris, ‘Your job is to get 
20,000 people on their feet,’” said Darryl. 

And they do — in droves.
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Who likes Grass-Fed Dry-
Aged Beef, Soy-Free Chicken, 
Heritage Pasture-Raised Pork  

& Lamb, and Free-Range 
Eggs & Turkey? WE DO!

SHOP ONLINE
TK Ranch, Hanna, AB 
403.854.8532 
hello@tkranch.com 

 tkranch.comtkranch.com

DOUBLE T PERCHERONS
WAGON AND CARRIAGE SERVICES

REGISTERED PERCHERONS

Keven Graham and Family
Innisfail, Alberta

doubletpercherons.com | 403.505.5201

Find out more at cowboycountrymagazine.com

WE’RE MAKING LISTS  
& WE’RE CHECKING  

THEM TWICE.
COWBOY’S DIGITAL GIFT GUIDE  

AVAILABLE ONLINE NOVEMBER 15

SCAN 
TO 

READ!

Historic Reesor 
Ranch

Year-round Ranch Vacations  
Group Retreats • Horse Adventure Tours  
ATV Tours • Ranch Hall Grill Grill & Bar

Cypress Hills, Canada
P: 306-662-3498 

Book Online: ReesorRanch.com

Blue Bronna Wilderness Camp

Summer Wrangler Positions:  
Christian camp located in the  

Rockies is hiring 2 and 4 month  
wranglers May to August. 

E: brent@bluebronna.org  
bluebronna.org 

Learn Equine Massage 
from a teacher with  

over 30 years of massage 
experience!

7 Day and 6 Week  
Programs

www.equinerehab.ca

OLD BALDY RANCH 

AQHA/NFQH  
BLUE ROAN & GRULLO 

AW Blue Fire N Te 
AW Poco Kintaro 98%  

Axels N Steel Dust 98% 

P: 250-843-7337 
E: oldbaldy@hotmail.ca 

www.northernhorse.com/oldbaldy 

MCINTOSH ProLine

GUT HEALTH  
JOINT SUPPORT  
RESPIRATORY 

All Products North American Made

www.mcintoshproline.com

https://www.tkranch.com
https://doubletpercherons.com
http://cowboycountrymagazine.com
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https://bluebronna.org
https://equinerehab.ca
https://www.northernhorse.com/oldbaldy/
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One day early next year, I’ll give 
my 500th invited presentation 
on climate change.

The audience often includes agricul-
tural producers with a genuine interest in 
weather and climate and thought-provok-
ing questions and comments. For example, 
following a talk in Taber, Alta, the manager 
of an irrigation district, said, “Nice talk 
Dave, but I’ll believe in climate change if 
we get weather I don’t expect.” I’ve quoted 
him hundreds of times with his permission 
because his comment was a great definition 
of climate change from an ag producer’s 
perspective. If weather is unexpected, you 
either haven’t experienced enough weather 
or the climate has changed.

Last summer, a farmer at Davidson, 
Sask. told a newspaper reporter that the 
drought of 2021 was the worst he’d ever 
seen. The newspaper gave his age as 44, 
so we know how much weather he’s seen. 
On the other hand, government officials 
often refer to extreme weather events as 
“unprecedented,” as if they have never 
happened before. This is also how the 

premier of Saskatchewan characterized the 
flooding of 2015.

Similarly, the B.C. flooding of 2021 was 
also described as unprecedented by B.C.’s 
deputy premier. This reaction to natural 
disasters is so common that there’s a name 
for it — ‘exceptionalism.’ There’s a natural 
tendency for humans to exaggerate the sever-
ity of the most recent events. Unfortunately, 
it has consequences. We can be unprepared 
for the next disaster because we think it can’t 
possibly be as bad as the previous one. Also, 
public officials can invoke exceptionalism to 
avoid responsibility for damages and as an 
excuse for being unprepared.

Our research centre, Prairie Adaptative 
Research Collaborative (PARC), examines 
this phenomenon because if weather 
events really are ‘unprecedented,’ then the 
local climate has changed, and the weather 
has moved outside the historical range of 
variability.

We analyze data from weather and water 
gauges to determine whether a drought or 
flood is the worst on record and how much 
the weather each year departs from normal 

or average conditions. On the Canadian 
Prairies, “average weather” is a strange 
concept. We have one of the most variable 
climates on earth due to our location in the 
middle latitudes and a long distance from 
the main source of our water — the Pacific 
Ocean. In some years, the circulation of the 
atmosphere brings moisture to the prairies; 
in other years, it does not.

So, that leads to the next question: are 
weather and water records, or a long life 
spent living in the prairies, long enough 
to conclude that recent events have never 
occurred before? Fortunately, we can also 
examine this question in our Tree Ring Lab 
at the University of Regina.

We have collected thousands of samples 
of old wood from the treed uplands, val-
leys, and montane and boreal forests of 
four provinces, two territories, and two 
U.S. states. We sand and polish pencil-
sized cores gathered from living trees and 
cross-sections of dead wood to highlight 
the annual rings. Using image-analysis 
software, we measure the width of each tree 
ring to within 0.001 mm.

Unlike tropical and warm coastal forests 
where the trees never stop growing, in our 
dry and seasonal climate, tree growth is 
limited yearly by water availability. On the 
margins of the grasslands and in some of the 
prairie valleys and uplands, trees record the 
amount of water generated by rain and snow-
melt and stored in the soil, rivers and lakes. 
Variations in the annual growth of these trees 
replicate the year-to-year fluctuations in mea-
sured rainfall, water levels and river flow.

We use the statistical relationship 
between the tree ring data and measure-
ments from weather and water stations to 
reconstruct the climate from the time long 
before weather and water monitoring.

This tree ring record shows that the 
low water levels of the 20th and early 21st 
centuries are not the worst hydrological 
droughts in terms of severity or duration. 
Drought was more severe in the 1700s.

Talking Trees
A Long View of Prairie Water & Climate

DR DAVE SAUCHYN
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The author’s 
grandfather disking 
the prairie sod near 
Spondin, Alta in  
May 1914

32 Canadian Cowboy Country December 2022/January 2023



Geological studies show that the 
sand dune fields of southern Saskatch-
ewan were much more active back 
then than today.

The 30+ years from 1850 to the 1880s 
was a long spell of low water levels. In the 
1860s, Captain John Palliser declared that 
the southern prairies would be “forever 
comparatively useless” and advised the 
sponsors of his expedition to discourage 
settlement of the region. The first edition 
of the Medicine Hat newspaper in 1891 
stated that “It would be almost criminal 
to bring settlers here.” Shortly afterwards, 
the climate shifted to a wet cycle, and the 
prairies were flooded with homestead-
ers—including my grandparents.

One of the more significant findings 
of our tree ring research is the clear evi-
dence of a multi-decadal climate cycle. 
The blocks of red and blue in the graph 
reveal wetter and drier periods of one to 
several decades.

Recognizing this mode of variability 
is important for at least two reasons. First, 
the most challenging future climate event 
will be a prolonged drought like those in 
the tree ring record, but it will occur in a 
warmer climate than in the past.

Second, a decade or two of wetter 
or drier weather can be misinterpreted 
as climate change. Unless the climate 
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continues to be warm and wet or warm 
and dry for at least three decades (and 
ideally more), it has not changed; it is 
naturally varying and likely will cycle back 
to a different phase of climate conditions. 
Given the importance of this multi-decadal 
variability, we’ve attempted to document 
and explain it.

To understand climate cycles, you 
have to look to where our weather comes 
from— to the west, and the Pacific Ocean, 
the source of nearly all of our water. Pacific 
Ocean currents have a strong influence on 
our weather and climate. There is a link, 
or so-called teleconnection, between sea 
surface temperatures and the climate of 
Western Canada. Much of the year-to-year 
variability is tied to El Niño and La Niña, 

when the water off the coast of South Amer-
ica is unusually warm or cold, respectively. 
A longer Pacific Decadal Oscillation (PDO) 
in sea-surface temperature correlates with 
the decadal scale variability in our climate 
and water supplies. So while El Nino and 
La Nina bring single years of drought and 
rain to the Canadian Prairies, during the 
two phases of the PDO, there tends to be 
decades or longer of mostly dry or fre-
quently wet years.

While we have to take a global view 
of climate to explain the natural cycles, 
they are evident to any keen observer of 
tree rings, such as the cattleman I met a 
few years ago.

The Welch family ranches at the south-
ern end of the Porcupine Hills. It’s a typical 
scenic southwestern Alberta ranch of roll-
ing hills of fescue prairie with montane 
forest at higher elevations. In September 
2012, I asked Reno Welch for his permission 
to collect some samples of old Douglas Fir. 
He responded the same way as all the farm-
ers and ranchers we ask; he was happy to 
help and invited us up to the house for cof-
fee and conversation, mostly about weather 
and climate. Reno told us that we probably 
wouldn’t find very old trees because he 
once had a sawmill. Then he said:

“I found looking at the tree ring growth, 
that there’s an approximate 60-year 
weather cycle in this country, but 60 years 
isn’t definite, it could be 70 years, and it 
could be even less, with the weather there’s 
nothing written in stone.”

After decades of research, we proved 
that Reno Welch is right; nothing about the 
weather is written in stone, but it is written 
in the tree rings. c

This cross-section is 
from a dead Limber 

pine that was a seedling 
in the year 542
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This graph is our reconstruction of water levels in the South Saskatchewan River basin at Medicine Hat from 
888-2019. The blue bars represent above-average river flow, and the red bars represent years of below-

average river flow. The median indicates the average annual flow of metres cubed per second (m3/s)
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BAR 7 RANCH, FOSSEN FAMILY, 
ROCK CREEK, B.C.
Congratulations to the Fossen Family of Bar 
7 Ranch in Rock Creek, B.C., on receiving the 
2022 British Columbia Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion Ranch Sustainability Award and the 
Canadian Cattle Association's Environmen-
tal Stewardship Award. 

Doug and Erika Fossen ranch with their 
daughters Adele, Jade and Reine (Adele has 
since married and moved to her husband’s 
ranch in Alberta.) The family is recognized 
for their proactive rangeland management, 
fire mitigation efforts on government pas-
tures, supporting wildlife biodiversity, and a 
focus on enhancing soil health. 

Ranching alongside their daughters, a 
family approach is taken to running their 
operation, and proper stewardship practices 
are at the heart of what they do.

They are currently in the process of 
transitioning the ranch from Doug’s parents 
(who bought the place in 1976 and started 
the herd with 60 head). Since then, the 
ranch has expanded to 2,300 deeded acres 
with 300 acres of irrigated land for feed and 
boasts 375 mother cows. 

“The land isn’t there for you, it is 
just something that has to be looked 
after,” says Doug.

RIBBON CREEK RANCH, BAERG FAMILY, 
LINDEN, ALBERTA
Congratulations to Ribbon Creek Ranch 
in central Alberta on being awarded the 
Alberta Beef Producers 2022 Environmental 
Stewardship Award.

The ranch is situated in the rolling 
hills around Linden, home to coulees still 
nurturing wild crocus and native grass. 
The ranch is home to Jerry Baerg, his wife, 
Dawn, and their six children. 

The ranch was founded by Jerry’s grand-
father in 1972. The Baergs transitioned the 
place from 1,500 acres of mostly cultivated 
land, growing grain and hay with a small 
backgrounding operation, to today’s com-
mercial cattle operation. They converted 
some cropland to perennial grasses, with 
trials of annual crops under-seeded with 
clover. In winter, his cattle graze on the resi-
due of annual crops.

The move to year-round grazing was 
achieved while saving approximately 320 
acres of native grass.

“As a God-fearing man, it’s our duty to 
take care of what we have in the best way 
we know how,” he said of his farm and Men-
nonite faith. “We’ve just been handed it, 
and stewardship to me is exactly what it is. 
We’re not actually owners here. We are just 
taking care of things.”

Ranchers Saving the West
Stewardship Award Winners

BRITISH COLUMBIA ALBERTA
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WINDY RIDGE RANCHING, GER-
ALD AND PATTI ANHORN, ELROSE, 
SASKATCHEWAN
Congratulations to Gerald and Patti Anhorn 
on being awarded the Environmental Stew-
ardship Award (TESA) for Saskatchewan.

The Anhorn’s ranch is  4,200 acres of 
native grassland and 4,000 acres of mar-
ginal cropland that they seeded over to 
perennial cover.

The ranchers strive to defer grazing until 
September on some of their native grass 
and also provide at least a year-long rest 
on some other parts of the native, allow-
ing them to have the range in really good 
shape and stockpile forage. It’s drought 
preparedness.

Their ranch supports their cattle herd 
and is also home to wildlife and a number 
of species at risk, making it an important 
area for environmental conservation.

Gerald Anhorn says they have had the 
privilege of putting learning into practice 
and seeing the benefits of what caring for 
and managing limited water resources, 
environmentally sensitive lands, native 
prairie and wildlife habitat can do. 

"The ability to see the increase in pro-
ductivity, improved health of our land while 
improving natural habitat and consistently 
improving our bottom line has been reward-
ing, to say the least," says Gerald.

In a province of Canada so rich with 
environmentally-minded practitioners, it’s 
surprising to report that no one was named 
for the environmental award in Mani-
toba for 2022.

David Hultin, APR, and editor of Cattle 
Country, invites nominations for 2023. 
Manitoba ranchers (and those interested 
in ranching in Manitoba) are encouraged 
to visit the website and pick up “amaz-
ing” recipes and trustworthy information! 
MBBeef.ca c

SASKATCHEWAN MANITOBA

    
   C

ONSERVATION 

STEWARDSHIP
AWARD 

WINNERS

35cowboycountrymagazine.com

https://mbbeef.ca
http://cowboycountrymagazine.com
http://cowboycountrymagazine.com


lammles.com
Calgary • Camrose • Cochrane • Edmonton • Fort Saskatchewan • Lethbridge • Lloydminster • Medicine Hat 

Olds • Red Deer Spruce Grove • Strathmore •  Kamloops • Kelowna • Prince Albert • Regina • Saskatoon

ComfiTec Essential
Heavy Hi Neck

$19995

Style 711014 Navy/Royal Blue

• 1200D Ripstop outer shell that is
  waterproof and breathable
•  360GSM of polyfill insulation
•  210T Polyester lining
• Traditional shoulder gusset
• Twin adjustable buckle front closure
• Adjustable/removable web leg straps
• Standard tail flap
• Low cross surcingles
• Boa fleece wither relief

Tech Equestrian
With Detachable Hood

$22995

Style TOWB1BKTR Black/Turquoise

• 1680D waterproof and breathable fabric
• 210 Denier nylon to prevent tearing
• 350GSM of polyfill insulation
• 2 High rise gussets on each side
• 2 Adjustable snaps & 2 buckles
• 2 Cross surcingles for the perfect belly fit
• 2 Elastic leg straps with tail flap
• Reflectors on front and tail flap

FUNCTIONAL AND

STYLISH

ALSO AVAILABLE:
$20995

Style TOWB3TEBK Teal/Black
• 220GSM of polyfill insulation

Turnout blankets are waterproof and durable articles of horsewear that are made to stand up 
to the elements. When the weather gets more extreme help protect and insulate your horse 
with the latest blankets from Tech Equestrian and Weatherbeeta. Available online and in-store 
at 20+ Lammle’s Western Wear & Tack locations. Live your own west.

https://www.lammles.com
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It was an emotional ride for both Zeke Thurston 
and the sold-out crowd in the Peavey Mart 
Centrium as Ward Macza’s 242 OLS Tubs Get 
Smart made his last appearance in a Canadian 
rodeo arena. Photo by Wildwood Imagery/
Chantelle Bowman.
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2023 CPRA 
SCHEDULE

(TENTATIVE)

THANKS!

Terry Cooke,
President, Canadian Professional Rodeo Association

APRIL
Medicine Hat, AB 

Dawson Creek, BC 
Crowsnest Pass (Coleman), AB

Drayton Valley, AB

MAY
Taber, AB 

Falkland, BC
Grande Prairie, AB   

JUNE
Leduc, AB

Hand Hills, AB
Bonnyville, AB

Brooks, AB
Rocky Mountain House, AB

Lea Park, AB   
Gleichen, AB *(SB)

Stavely, AB
Innisfail, AB

Wildwood, AB*(SB)
Wainwright, AB   

Sundre, AB   
High River, AB

Ponoka, AB   
Williams Lake, BC   

Raymond, AB

JULY 
Airdrie, AB

Coronation, AB
Benalto, AB

Teepee Creek, AB 
Bowden, AB 

Morris, MB   
Kennedy, SK

Pollockville, AB *(SB)
Medicine Hat, AB   

Rockyford, AB 
Bruce, AB

 
FloRodeo Network broadcasts Canadian Finals 

Rodeo, Maple Leaf Circuit Finals and  
  SMS Equipment Pro Rodeo Tour 

rodeos.  

Visit RodeoCanada.com for updates.

It was a truly memorable 48th Canadian Finals Rodeo. Great performances by the athletes, 
both two-legged and four-legged, new records and big crowds in the Peavey Mart Centrium 
at Westerner Park, Red Deer, Alta. made this one of the best CFR’s ever.

CPRA management, Board members and staff would like to congratulate the 2022 
Champions and extend a big thank you to Westerner Park and the City of Red Deer for a 
job well done.

I want to personally congratulate not only the champions but all the cowboys and cow-
girls whose season-long hard work paid off and got them to the Finals. And a special word 
of thanks to our stock contractors who had enormous challenges during COVID but came 
through it and brought us as good a group of animal superstars as we’ve ever had.

Special thanks again to the committees and their volunteers who work so hard to stage 
the rodeos all of us get to compete at and enjoy — we couldn’t do this without you. To our 
sponsors — whether you are new to this sport or have been with us for a long time, I extend 
the gratitude of everyone involved in our sport. We appreciate your support and can’t say 
enough about what you mean to us.

Looking ahead, we’re excited about the Maple Leaf Circuit Finals set for Nov 30–Dec 3 as 
part of Agribition in Regina, Sask. and the National Finals Rodeo, where we will see a strong 
contingent of both Canadian rough stock and athletes. Congratulations to all involved in 
those events.

And we’re hard at work on the new season ahead. Look for an even bigger Pro Tour 
schedule and an exciting slate of rodeos and special events.

Finally, we’d like to wish everyone a wonderful Christmas season and an amazing 2023. 
See you on the rodeo trail.
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IT’S A 
WRAP!
2022 PRO RODEO CANADA CHAMPIONS CROWNED

COURTESY CPRA

Taylor Manning on her 
phenomenal buckskin, Bringin 
The Bling. Photo by Wildwood 
Imagery/Chantelle Bowman.
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F or the second time in less 
than 48 hours, a new Cana-
dian Finals Rodeo record was 
established in saddle bronc 

riding. But this time, the record-setting 
performance took the rider, Zeke Thurston, 
to his third Canadian Championship. It 
was fitting that the Big Valley, Alta, cowboy 
matched up with an old friend to establish 
the new mark. That old friend was Ward 
Macza’s 242 OLS Tubs Get Smart. He was 
making his final appearance in Canada 
before his well-earned retirement following 
the National Finals Rodeo in December. The 
93.25 score bettered the previous mark of 
91.75 set Friday night by both Thurston and 
Kole Ashbacher (also on Get Smart).

“That was pretty special for me,” the 
28-year-old superstar stated. “That little 
horse has pretty well made my career. I 
don’t know how much money I’ve made on 
him, but it’s a lot. I was getting half-emo-
tional when I was saddling him. He’s been 
amazing forever.”

Thurston, who came into the Finals in 
fourth place, amassed just shy of $50,000 
for a total of $80,000 for the year. The 
two-time World Champion was almost 

unstoppable in Red Deer with two go-round 
wins, a 1-2 split, a second, a fourth and the 
aggregate win over six performances.

The second-generation bronc rider 
acknowledged the importance of fam-
ily in his pursuit of the rodeo dream. “I 
don’t actually remember wanting to be 
a rodeo cowboy; I just always was one,” 
Thurston smiled. “I watch my little boy; 
he’s a year-and-a-half-old, and all he 
wants to do is buck and ride things, and I 
was probably the same way. I have a great 
family supporting me, and that’s been 
really important.”

Another three-time Champion was 
crowned at this CFR as Provost, Alta’s Scott 
Guenthner earned his third steer wres-
tling title in five years. Guenthner, who 
was named Cowboy of the Year earlier in 
the week, placed in four rounds and was 
second in the aggregate to earn $24,000 at 
the CFR to add to his regular season earn-
ings of $50,000. The aggregate winner was 
two-time Canadian Champion Tanner 
Milan, who finished third overall — right 
behind Stephen Culling. In Sunday’s steer 
wrestling, first to fourth place was won 
by cowboys riding Tyson, Curtis Cassidy’s 

Canadian and World Steer Wrestling Horse 
of the Year.

A popular win at this CFR was Ty Tay-
potat’s first-ever bareback riding title after 
several near misses in recent years. Tay-
potat, runner-up for the title one year ago, 
turned in a spectacular 90.25-point perfor-
mance on the Calgary Stampede’s World 
Champion bareback horse X-9 Xplosive Skies 
in Sunday’s final round.

“I saw the draw last night about mid-
night, and I’m not gonna lie; I got pretty 
nervous,” Taypotat admitted. “That horse got 
me the last time I got on her.” The Nanton, 
Alta. cowboy (originally from Saskatch-
ewan) enjoyed a consistent week with two 
firsts, two seconds and a third, along with 
the $14,000 aggregate win to total $50,000 
in CFR earnings and $89,757 for the year.

“I’ve been doing this a long time,” Tay-
potat added. “This is my tenth Canadian 
Finals, so I’m pretty darn excited to walk 
away with it, especially riding against the 
best bareback riders in the world.”

It came down to the final performance in 
the ladies barrel racing, and it was five-time 
CFR qualifier Taylor Manning who claimed 
the title. The 18-year-old, from Edson, Alta., 

Scott Guenthner on the 
unbeatable horsepower 
of Tyson. Curtis Cassidy 

on his great hazing horse, 
Salty. Photo by Wildwood 

Imagery/Chantelle 
Bowman.
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maintained the composure and consistency 
she demonstrated all week on the final day, 
with another solid run — made even more 
amazing by the fact that her horse, Bringin 
The Bling, is only five years old.

“This morning I rode and worked on a 
few things with Bling but when I ran, I just 
tried to keep the barrels up,” Manning said. 
“I’m really proud of my horse,” she added, 
“She’s only five, and I was able to run her 
all five days.”

Manning placed in five of six rounds 
(with a first go-round and aggregate title 
win) to pocket over $40,000 at the Finals. 
Canadian and World Rookie of the Year and 
Canadian Season Leader Bayleigh Choate, 
who came into CFR $18,000 ahead of Man-
ning, finished in second spot.

The brother combination of Dawson 
and Dillon Graham prevailed in the team 
roping event for their first Canadian Cham-
pionship. The Wainwright, Alta. cowboys 
had twice previously been season leaders 
only to come up short at the CFR. This time 
around, they started the week with two 
second-place efforts and a round win before 
cooling off. They were, nevertheless, able to 
hold off the hard-charging veteran duo of 
Clint Buhler and Brett McCarroll, who fin-
ished $8,000 back.

The closest race of this CFR was in 
the bull riding where Maple Creek, Sask. 

cowboy Jared Parsonage prevailed for 
his second consecutive Canadian title. It 
was anything but easy for Parsonage as 
Camrose, Alta. bull rider and rookie CFR 
competitor, Coy Robbins, mounted a valiant 
challenge for the crown by riding five of six 
bulls and winning the aggregate. Parsonage 
earned over $22,000 at the Finals for a year-
end total of $81,900. The margin of victory 
was a slender $1300.

The only non-Canadian winner at this 
year’s CFR was San Angelo, Texas tie-down 
roper, Ty Harris. Competing at his second 
Finals, Harris overcame a no-time in the 

second round, putting together a first, a 
second, two thirds and a fourth en route to 
the victory. Harris collected $33,000 in Red 
Deer for $60,500 total earnings — a $9,000 
advantage over runner-up Kyle Lucas. The 
2021 Champion, Riley Warren, was this 
year’s Aggregate winner.

Ladies breakaway roping, in only its 
second year as part of the Canadian Finals, 
saw twelve women competing, with Ward-
low, Alta’s Kendal Pierson, emerging as 
the winner for the second time. A former 
National High School Champion, Pierson 
had to come from behind after relinquish-
ing her season lead in the first of three 
rounds. She fought back with a pair of 
2.0-second runs, and when Longview, Alta. 
cowgirl, Bradi Whiteside missed her final 
calf, the deal was sealed for the 18-year-
old Pierson.

Granum, Alta. roper, Wyatt Hayes 
(originally from Val Marie, Sask.) earned the 
men’s All Around title, while Kylie White-
side won the first-ever women’s All Around 
award. Blake Link (Maple Creek, Sask.) won 
the novice bareback championship, while 
Innisfail, Alta’s Colten Powell, earned the 
novice saddle bronc win. Nash Loewen, the 
14-year-old from Winfield, Alta. won the 
junior steer riding event.                                                                                                                 

A couple of repeat winners from Macza 
Pro Rodeo highlighted this year’s CFR Top 
Stock awards —118 OLS Tubs Stevie Knicks in 
the bareback riding and OLS Tubs Get Smart 
in the bronc riding. Duane Kesler’s 715 Ches-
ter was selected top bull of the Finals. c

For complete results, go to RodeoCanada.com

Jared Parsonage heading 
back into the arena for 
the CFR Champions 
presentations. Photo 
by Wildwood Imagery/
Chantelle Bowman

Bareback rider Ty Fast Taypotat 
after a ground-shaking ride 
on Calgary Stampede's X-9 
Xplosive Skies. Photo by 
Wildwood Imagery/Chantelle 
Bowman.
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NFR-BOUND
CHEER ON THE CANADIANS!

BY TIM ELLIS

ROAD TO THE NFR

F or the first time in over two 
decades, the province of Sas-
katchewan will be represented 
at the National Finals Rodeo. 

It will also be the first time since 2001 
that a Canadian bull rider, not named 
Jordan Hansen, has qualified to compete 
in Las Vegas.

“I don’t know if it was ever a set plan,” 
confides Maple Creek’s Jared Parsonage. “I 
only went to about ten rodeos in the winter 
and never really won much.”

“I had a really good spring in Canada, 
and then I don’t think I went to another U.S. 
rodeo other than Alaska (Northern Most 
Extreme Bull Riding) until Cheyenne. After 
Calgary (Stampede), I was up there in the 
(World) standings, and I had to go.”

The 29-year-old finished the season 
with a combined $41,000 won in Canada 
and the U.S. in August and September to 
end the year in 10th in the world standings 
with over $112,000 in earnings.

“I had never gone to that many rodeos 
before,” declares Parsonage, who became a 
new dad in May. “Not sure how that worked 
out. That was the most I’d been away 
from home ever.”

You also have to leaf through the history 
books to find the last time a pair of brothers 
from Canada competed in the same year in 
saddle bronc riding at the NFR. That was 
also in 2001 when Rod and Denny Hay 
walked through the doors of the Thomas & 
Mack Center together. 

“Only a select few can say they’ve done 
that,” beams Logan Hay, the elder of the 
Wildwood, Alta., brothers, who are continu-
ing that legacy this year. “I was going there 
when I was a little kid watching my dad. 
The whole family is pretty pumped to be 
watching it happen again.”

Logan joins brother Dawson in Vegas 
after missing out on the same opportunity 
last year by finishing less than $2,000 out 
of a top fifteen qualifying spot.

“I was pretty disappointed last year,” 
says the 25-year-old, who set a new world 
bronc riding record with a 95.5-point ride at 
the Hardgrass Bronc Match in Pollockville 
in late July. “I set my bar pretty high this 
season. The goal was to get inside the top 15 
and never drop out.”

The Hays are among a record six 
Canadian bronc riders competing at the 
NFR. That field also includes Kolby Wan-
chuk, who won high profile, big money 
rodeos in Denver and Pendleton, Layton 
Green, first time qualifier, Kole Ashbacher 
and two-time World champion Zeke 

Thurston, who qualified for the eighth 
consecutive year.

“I made some of the best rides this 
season that I’ve ever made,” says the 
28-year-old Zeke, who posted a handful of 
90-point rides during the 2022 campaign. 
“Every year you get older, the more you 
have to do to keep on top. There’s a lot of 
work being done behind the scenes.”

Rounding out the Canadian contingent 
in Las Vegas are 2016 World champion 
heeler Jeremy Buhler and 2019 Canadian 
bareback champion Orin Larsen, who also 
qualified for the eighth straight time. c

2021 Canadian Bull Riding Champion Jared Parsonage of Maple Creek, Sask, onboard Outlaw Buckers 434 
Crank It Up in Round Four of the ‘21 Canadian Finals Rodeo. Photo by Covy Moore.com/Covy Moore.
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WHAT WORKS FOR US

—Brendan Bulten
“We were originally a dairy farm, and now we raise elk and our small herd of reindeer.  

We got our first reindeer in 1999. Because we already had the big fences for the elk, it was not  
a big deal for us to accommodate them. 

BY TERRI MASON | ALL PHOTOS COURTESY AMBER LANE FARM

Reindeer
Up On a Rooftop, Click, Click, Click

Jasper, the 
reindeer herd 
sire
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WHAT WORKS FOR US

Reindeer are not native to North Amer-
ica. They are native to Asia and northern 
Europe —northern Scandinavia, Russia and 
Mongolia. They’ve been domesticated for 
thousands of years in Europe, so they’re not 
really wild animals, per se.

How they ended up in North America 
was a humanitarian gesture to the people 
of Alaska. In the 1800s, the caribou herd 
changed their migration route, and the 
people were starving.  Missionaries thought, 
“Reindeer don’t migrate”, so between 1891 
and 1902 they brought reindeer to Alaska 
from Siberia.

Then in the 1930s, the Canadian 
government decided to bring a herd 
of reindeer into the NWT for simi-
lar reasons.*  

Our reindeer are descendants 
of this herd. 

There used to be more reindeer breeders 
in Western Canada, but reindeer can be dif-
ficult to keep alive. It might be a diet thing; 
we’re not sure if it’s something in the mus-
keg, lichen, or moss — we just don’t know. 
They are a challenge to raise. 

The regulations for reindeer are strict. 
One of the many requirements is a mini-
mum of nine-foot-high fences. They won’t 
jump over a four-foot fence, but we’ve got 
to have nine-foot fences. You have to have 
a minimum of 10 acres fenced, no mat-
ter the size of the herd, and your farm has 
to be inspected and licenced by Alberta 
agriculture. They keep putting more rules 
on. They’re afraid reindeer will escape—
yet they’re running around the NWT 
and Alaska. 

Among some of the fish & wildlife 
bureaucrats, they don’t believe that elk (or 
reindeer) should be farmed, and it’s their 
belief that farmed elk are going to contami-
nate the wild herds with disease. As you 

know, ranchers are not in the business of 
raising sick animals because if they’re sick, 
we can’t make money with them. It’s BS, as 
far as I’m concerned.

Reindeer are unique animals. They 
don’t know how to fight off coyotes, and 
we’ve lost several to that. Reindeer have 
been romanticized through the Christmas 
story. A lot of people don’t think that rein-
deer are real. 

Female reindeer are about 36-inches 
at the wither; males are about 42-inches. 
Caribou and reindeer are the only ungulates 
where both females and males both have 
antlers. Even the calves grow antlers in their 
first year. We don’t harvest their velvet or 
their meat, but they shed their antlers every 
year, so there’s a market for the sheds. The 
females shed their antlers in the spring, and 
the males shed in late fall. 

Reindeer also have fully-haired-over, 
dry noses. They have cloven hooves that 
are quite large for their body size (a little 
like snowshoes) to travel over snow and 
muskeg. Another thing is reindeer make 
a clicking sound when they walk (and not 

A new mother in early 
summer. Females shed 
their antlers in spring; 
note her antler growth 
already
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AT A GLANCE

NAME: Amber Lane Farm
OWNERS: Herman and Alice Bulten, son 
Brendan
FOUNDED: 1958
NEAREST TOWN: Leduc, Alta
ELEVATION: 730 meters / (2,400 feet)
PRECIPITATION: 339.1 mm / (13.36 inches)
LAND: 320 acres
HERD SIZE: Herd: 61 Elk / 6 Reindeer
BRAND: No brands; tagged

just when up on a housetop.) Tendons 
snap over sesamoid bones in their feet, and 
that's what makes the click. Experts think 
the clicking helps the members of a herd 
stay in contact, especially in snowstorms 
or fog. They have a fine undercoat and a 
thick overcoat that is extremely dense, 
with thousands and thousands of hairs per 
square inch. The hair is also hollow and a 
perfect insulator. They’re very well adapted 
for northern climates. In the summer, their 
coats are a dark brown, almost black.  In the 
fall, when the thicker winter hair comes in 
they turn a mix of brown and white.

The reindeer breeding season starts 
around the end of August through Sept and 
winds down in early October. During the 
rut, the bulls can be quite nasty. They’re 
very docile most of the year, and then it’s 
like a switch flips, and they have a com-
pletely different temperament. The cows 
are fine all year, it’s just the bulls. We keep 
the reindeer and the elk in separate areas. 

A reindeer’s gestation is 200-220 days. 
They are, for the most part, self-sufficient 

and don’t need a lot of help calving. They 
calve from the end of April through May. 
Our reindeer calve in the pasture. 

For food, they’re like almost any other 
ungulate. In the summer, grass with a 
year-round ration of rolled grain, rolled 
peas and beet pulp, plus in the winter, 
we add hay. Their absolute favourite food 
is dandelions, both the flowers and the 
leaves. They also like tree leaves.

As for a market, they’re pretty much 
just pets. Around Christmastime, we take 
them to various events, and the reindeer 
are very popular. We’ve displayed them 
in Sherwood Park, St Albert, Leduc, and 
Spruce Grove—we don’t trailer them longer 
than an hour because it’s winter. Basically, 
we set up a pen so people can come and 
look at reindeer. They are haltered, and 
because of their antlers, we keep them 
back from the panels. Most of them are 
halter broke, but we haven’t trained them 
to pull anything. 

They are nice animals, and they bring a lot 
of joy to a lot of people except some bureau-
crats — and that’s what works for us.” c

[*This is a fascinating story. The federal 
government purchased a large herd to be 
brought to a place called Reindeer Station. 
Some 2,382 animals finally arrived after 
horrendous years-long delays. The experi-
ment was a failure. The federal government 
sold the reindeer herd in 1960, and it remains 
privately owned today. — Editor].

47cowboycountrymagazine.com

https://www.hi-hog.com
http://cowboycountrymagazine.com


COWBOY WAY

KE
IT

HS
ZA

FR
AN

SK
I /

IS
TO

CK
PH

OT
O.

CO
M

Conserving the  
Cow Horse

BY DYLAN BIGGS

There is a saying; ‘The more things change, the more they stay  
the same.’

I remember back in the ‘60s when I was a kid, virtually everyone in 
our community moved cattle horseback. Those that didn’t use horses 
typically used a pick-up truck or shanks mare. We used all three, but 
mostly horses. 

I remember my Dad hanging his arm out the window, pounding on the truck door to get 
the cattle to go. The real fun started when you tried to bring in a single bull or a cow with 
the pick-up truck. There was no shortage of dented ranch pick-up trucks. 

Then in the ‘70s, one of the neighbours started moving cattle with a motorcycle, a dirt 
bike, noisy and stinky but fast. It wasn’t long before we had a few dirt bikes as well. Then 
came the three-wheelers, the four-wheelers and now side-by-sides — which are really just 
miniature pick-up trucks. Last but not least, now there are drones. I have even seen work-
shops advertised specifically on how to use a drone to herd cattle. 
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Specializing in Rodeo, Ranch & Humourous Fine Artworks!

“ It is not what we have in life,  
but who we have in our life  

that matters.”

Check our Facebook page to see where Ash will be next: Follow Ash Cooper Art and Ranch Gallery

As with any of these options, cattle need 
time to become accustomed to them. I have 
flown a drone over cattle twice, and the 
sound sent them running — even when up 
at quite a height. Flown regularly and incre-
mentally closer over time, I see no reason 
why they wouldn’t get used to it. 

It is also the case that, depending on a 
number of variables ranging from the type 
of terrain to the class of cattle and the spe-
cifics of the job, all of the above can be used 
to help complete the task. 

There are several reasons why a horse 
is still my preference for most of our cattle-

related jobs. Our country is rough due to 
blow-outs and burn-outs and littered with 
stones. A sound-footed horse accustomed 
to our terrain has the best auto steer to 
smooth the ground out and cover it at a 
decent speed when and if the need arises. 
A horse can also cross sloughs and creeks 
and swim if they have to, and I haven’t 
been stuck and needed to be pulled out 
when horseback in all of my years riding. 
They seldom run out of fuel or break down 
in the field. 

from the herd or from feed or whatever 
they choose, you will know to what I 
am referring. 

Likewise, if you have ever had a breed-
ing bull that keeps his harem together and 
drives them back against you when trying 
to move them, you will know how good 
they are at it. They share a common social 
herd dynamic, and horses that are confi-
dent around cattle garner respect almost 
by virtue of their presence alone. No other 
quad, bike or side-by-side has that. 

One more thing I guarantee: A quad or 
truck or drone or whatever can’t lie down 

and birth a replacement. (Assuming you 
ride a mare, of course.) 

Even though horses are the superior 
choice for working cattle, in so many ways, 
it seems that fewer outfits that run cattle 
use horses every year. 

Despite this constant decline, I like 
to think that because of their superior 
attributes, the horse will never entirely 
go out of favour and will always have a 
place in ranching — especially here on 
our outfit. c

In addition, a good horse with a good 
mind actually learns many aspects of the 
various jobs and will participate in a help-
ful manner of their own volition. They 
can think and comprehend how to help, 
whether holding a rope while doctoring or 
sorting singles. Some folks might say that 
it’s all a matter of training, but it is more 
than that; rote training doesn’t acknowledge 
their ability to use their judgment in certain 
situations. 

Another advantage horses have, in 
addition to a helpful mind and willing 
heart is what they have in common with 

cattle. They are both herd animals and prey 
species and have herd social dynamics in 
common. They understand the dynamics of 
‘pecking order’ and what it means to drive 
or to be driven. 

Horses and cattle that have dominance 
in a herd hierarchy know how to drive 
those lower on the pecking order ladder 
wherever they see fit. The dominants 
decide what space their subordinates can 
and cannot occupy. If you have seen a 
dominant horse drive other horses away 

“There are several reasons why a horse is still my preference  
for most of our cattle-related jobs.”
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What’s  
Christmas  
to a Cow?

BY BAXTER BLACK

I know you’ve prob’ly asked yourself, what’s Christmas to a cow?
You’ve not! Well maybe, just perchance I’ve got you thinkin’ now,
When we march out on Christmas morn like nothin’s goin’ on,
Has Yuletide struck the night before and disappeared by dawn?

Were plastic sleeves a’hangin’ up around the calvin’ shed?
Did visions of molasses blocks cavort inside her head?
And did she lay awake all night tensed up anticipating

Or, in excitement, milk her bed by accident, while waiting?
Do cows pretend to be just cows, devoid of all intrigues

But really lead a secret life like women’s bowling leagues?
Did we just miss the mistletoe? Did all the clues elude us?
Does she believe in Santa Claus or just Santa Gertrudis?

And if we looked would we see sign of reindeer in the pen
Or would we just convince ourselves the goat got out again?

And after we’d all gone to bed would they join in a hymn
And sing that little manger song they learned in Bethlehem?

I guess that it don’t matter much if cows believe or not.
We’ll fork her out a flake of hay and head back in a trot
To celebrate our Christmas Day and all that we espouse

And when we say our dinner grace, we’ll thank him for the cows.
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NATURE 
DEFINES 
US

www.natureconservancy.ca/ab      toll free 1-877-262-1253

Get Involved
Get outdoors: 
Find out which NCC properties  
you can visit in your area. 
connect2nature.ca

Spend a day in the field: 
Become a Conservation Volunteer 
conservationvolunteers.ca

Help lead the way: 
Become a Leader in Conservation 
natureconservancy.ca/ab-lic

Our country is filled with some of the most 
amazing natural habitats in the world. It’s what 
makes Canada, Canada – and it’s why we’ve 
spent more than 50 years working with ranchers 
to protect our irreplaceable natural spaces and 
the wildlife that they sustain. 

https://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/where-we-work/alberta/


LIVE AND ONLINE FROM LAS VEGAS

www.GunsOfHistoryAuction.com

One of two white handled revolvers 
General Custer took into the Battle 

of the Little Bighorn

1873 1st Model Winchester Deluxe Rifle Sitting Bull 
took from Magpie in July 1879

Each item has been identified as belonging to American soldiers and Native 
Americans involved in the battles, including General Custer and the Great War 
Chiefs Sitting Bull, Crazy Horse, Gall and Two Moon and each includes its 
history and has been authenticated.

These items will be sold to the highest bidders regardless of price. Collected 
over 60 years, the items all date from the Indian Wars, but primarily from the 

Canadian Firearm Law
Antique firearms can be imported if they are manufactured prior to 1898 and comply 

with certain criteria. For additional information see: laws-lois.justice.gc.ca

6 - 10 pm each evening - 19, 20, 21 JANUARY 2023 

http://gunsofhistoryauction.com

