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MY POINT OF VIEW

— Terri Mason, Editor

PH
OT

O
 C

RE
DI

T:
 A

RN
IE

 JA
CK

SO
N

A Good Lookin’ 
Cowboy

It’s exciting times in the West! A new 
duster-themed show is filming in 
Alberta, and we’ve brought you the 
behind-the-chutes story of the new TV 

series, Billy the Kid. It’s something about the 
freedoms of those days, where justice was 
swift and survival was your problem, not 
the governments, that continues to capture 
the imagination today.

Summer is a great time for art shows, 
and many rodeos and summer festivals 
offer a trading area specifically for artists. 
It was one such festival in Great Falls that 
Craig “discovered” Cyrus Walker — and the 
appeal of his graphic art was immediate.

I want to thank the Sunderland family 
for agreeing to an interview about how they 
started and continue to thrive raising and 
marketing their beef. It’s not the first time 
a Sunderland has appeared on our pages; 
young Borden made the cut as he demon-
strated how to properly “pop” your dallies 
straight up. At the time, he was about 12 
years old, and I photographed him roping 
at a branding.

And I’m pleased with Andrew’s article 
on shelterbelts, and as he informs us, 
people are replanting them because many 
shelterbelts originally planted by pioneers 
have reached their end. The topic of these 

hardy windbreaks always makes me think 
of the extraordinary announcer, Ron 
Anderson. He once told me the only reason 
settlers planted rows of caraganas was that 
it was the only thing that could stop a team 
of runaway mules.

And by now, you’ve noticed that you’re 
holding a good-lookin’ Cowboy in your 
hands. After a quarter-century, it was time 
to freshen the look of Canada’s greatest 
Western magazine. We changed it to reflect 
a national appeal and a more spacious and 
modern look to give it the respect that the 
topics and our lifestyle deserves. 

We hope that you, our subscribers like 
it, and we also hope to attract a newer audi-
ence through newsstand sales. So, whaddya 
think? Did we hit the target? It can be risky 
to tinker with what has worked well for 
decades. Still, our readership is ranchers, 
cowboys, horse folk, musicians, poets and 
artisans, who are undoubtedly the biggest 
risk-takers in the world — here in Canadian 
Cowboy Country.

Billy Melville interviewing me on Real Country 910 Drumheller at the WPCA Chuckwagon races  
in Medicine Hat. Billy became a good friend over the years and for sure, this interview was  

the shortest conversation that we’ve had all year.

cowboycountrymagazine.com
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CONTRIBUTORS

Tickets now on sale  
at cfrreddeer.ca!

November  
2 - 6, 2022

TIM ELLIS
The Westerners, Chuck Melin, page 46
Tim Ellis is a long-time columnist for Canadian 
Cowboy and has been covering rodeo for over 
30 years. He produces the daily RAM Rodeo 
Reports and broadcasts live coverage of the 
Canadian Finals Rodeo on 840 CFCW. Tim and 
his wife, Barb, live near Hay Lakes, Alta.

TIM LASIUTA
Trailblazers, Lorne Greene, page 18
Tim Lasiuta is a B-Western/film aficionado 
and is considered one of the preeminent Lone 
Ranger experts. He has authored over 50 
articles on the Golden Age of Hollywood and 
the denizens of Gower Gulch, from Dennis 
Weaver to Dale Evans.

CRAIG COUILLARD
Portraits, Artist Cyrus Walker, page 29
As the former editor of Horses All, Craig  
shares a deep-rooted love for our western 
lifestyle and heritage. Craig files social  
media updates from western events,  
primarily in Alberta, and snoops out 
interesting stories for Cowboy. 
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LETTERS

WE’RE YOUR SOURCE 
FOR A WIDE RANGE OF FARM PRODUCTS,  
FROM AUGER BLADES TO YOKE PINS  
AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN

VISIT PRINCESSAUTO.COM  
TO VIEW OUR ENTIRE FARM ASSORTMENT

Real, Genuine Life
Dear Terri
Having a late brunch on this lazy 
Saturday with a list to do things 
waiting to get done.

I began to read Canadian 
Cowboy Country, June/July ’22 
that just arrived yesterday in my 
mailbox. Thank you; loved your 
editorial on “Price’s Law.” I have 
noticed a distinct lack of people 
in all areas of service and repair — even people 
highly paid to do work in government buildings 
— paint and carpet. The decline in excellence 
and knowledge seems to have been replaced 
by “who’ll do it cheapest” and evidence seen of 
paint chipping, carpets fraying soon after being 
laid — slipshod work.

It's sad, really. My Dad trained and was shown 
carpentry skills by his father and older brothers to 
build our houses that we lived in all over Canada 
as he progressed up the company ladder, finally 
ending up in Ontario as a ‘special engineering’ 
of redesigning the pillow block on that railroad 
wheel that originally took three days down time 

to replace bearings. He made 
an invention that enabled the 
company to have a design that 
took only half an hour. He didn’t 
get the royalties — but got an early 
‘retirement’ — 45 years. So, he and 
my mom headed back to B.C. and 
settled on the Gulf Islands where 
he built a very special last home 
overlooking the ocean.

His craftsmanship was 
exquisite. Railings of knotty pine, gently shaped 
in rounded curves, all his joists and panelling 
were cedar, and a beautiful fireplace made of 
beautiful B.C. pink granite with shiny glints in it.

Yes, as Bryn said in his wonderful “Fastest 
Thing in the World” that recollection and 
reflection of all the good and happy and warm 
and loving times of our lives keeps us connected 
to the One who holds tomorrow in His hands.

I’m 76 now so still working and active yet need 
lots of space to recover and recount all the blessings 
the Lord has given to me, refuelling in His strength.

I enjoy Cowboy Country — takes me to people 
living the real, genuine life we all need. Kevin 

Elias’ comments in "Letters" are very good, too.
I’ll enclose another two-year extension to my 

current subscription.
Blessings & Peace

Lisa Anderson, Houston, B.C.

Gypsy Sue
In your June/July issue on page 7 is a letter 
from Harry Nickel regarding his time on the 
Nicola Ranch.

The horse he was riding when he roped 
that bear was Gypsy Sue, is a horse I ended up 
owning in the early 1960s.

I won about 10 show horse ribbons, came 
second in a Quarter Horse race, and second in 
the calf roping at Dawson Creek Fall Fair Rodeo.

When I ended up selling her, it allowed me to 
buy a new pickup truck.

Do people make the horse, or do horse’s 
make the man? I’m on the horse's side!

Ken Cameron   
(past owner of KC Saddlery on Gasoline Alley in 

Red Deer) Dawson Creek, BC
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NATURE 
DEFINES 
US

www.natureconservancy.ca/ab      toll free 1-877-262-1253

Get Involved
Get outdoors: 
Find out which NCC properties  
you can visit in your area. 
connect2nature.ca

Spend a day in the field: 
Become a Conservation Volunteer 
conservationvolunteers.ca

Help lead the way: 
Become a Leader in Conservation 
natureconservancy.ca/ab-lic

Our country is filled with some of the most 
amazing natural habitats in the world. It’s what 
makes Canada, Canada – and it’s why we’ve 
spent more than 50 years working with ranchers 
to protect our irreplaceable natural spaces and 
the wildlife that they sustain. 

https://www.natureconservancy.ca/en/


IN THE CORRAL
////  EVENTS & HAPPENINGS ACROSS THE WEST  ////

PIONEER ACRES 
It was 53 years ago that Pioneer Acres 
Plowmen & Threshermen’s Club was 

formed, and the annual show, held this 
year Aug 5–7, is featuring International 

Harvester. Visitors can enjoy three days of 
unique exhibits live entertainment, draft 
horse fieldwork to spinning — and even 

enjoy delicious ice cream made with  
real horsepower!  

Also, check out their newest exhibit,  
the Grain Academy. Pictured is teamster 

Fred McDiarmid and Tom Wraight  
operating the binder. 

For more, visit pioneeracres.ab.ca.

PH
OT

O
 B

Y 
JU

ST
IN

 B
RU

N
ER

.

9cowboycountrymagazine.com

https://pioneeracres.ab.ca
https://cowboycountrymagazine.com
http://cowboycountrymagazine.com


IN THE CORRAL
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IT’S THE 20TH anniversary of the horrific wreck 
that almost ended Curtis Anderson’s life, and it 
has been a long road back from the severe brain 
injury he received in a bull riding accident at the 
Ponoka Stampede in 2002.

To show appreciation for the ongoing help 
he received, for the past 17 years, Curtis has 
been putting on the Courage Canada Trail Ride 
(CCTR), a fundraising event that was born out of 
defying the odds. 

In 2004, just two years after the wreck, and 
with the intent to spread brain injury awareness, 
he hosted the first CCTR to raise funds for the 
Halvar Jonson Centre for Brain Injury in Ponoka, 
LABIS, FOCUS, VALID and the Pro Rodeo Sports 
Medicine Team.

COURAGE CANADA TRAIL RIDE

The 12-mile trail ride begins on the 
Anderson’s home place, located one mile north 
of Minburn, Alta. 

“I wanted to give survivors a chance to be 
here, on the horses, and in the sunshine,” 
said Curtis.

Each year, the trail ride takes place during the 
last weekend in May, and people of all ages and 
stages of life are welcome to participate in the 

12-mile trek across the prairies, followed by a 
dinner, a live and a silent auction, cowboy poetry 
and live music, with cowboy church to follow on 
Sunday morning after the fundraiser. 

Curtis has raised the profile of brain injury 
awareness across the board, speaking at events 
and neurological conferences as far away as 
Warsaw, Poland. 

“I was standing at the back of the plane 
on the way to Poland, telling a guy about my 
recovery and he said, “I heard you speak at 
the Bruce Stampede,” said Curtis. “Turns out, 
this guy was a physician, based in London, 
England, who heard me speak in Alberta.”

To date, Curtis’ Courage Canada Trail Ride  
has raised over $250,000.

MORE SHERIDAN MAGIC?
FROM THE HALL of Fame cowboy who brought 
us Yellowstone and 1883, Academy Award 
nominee Taylor Sheridan is adding to his stable 
of hits with the launch of I932 (working title), 
another prequel to the hit series, Yellowstone.

The headliners include Academy Award® 
winner Helen Mirren and Academy Award® 
nominee Harrison Ford to star in this latest 
addition to the Yellowstone origin story. 

The new series follows the record-breaking 
performance of 1883, the most-watched title 
ever on Paramount Plus streaming service 
globally. The series will debut on the service 
in December.

The upcoming Yellowstone origin story will 
introduce a new generation of the Dutton 
family and explore the early 20th century 
when pandemics, historic drought, the end 

of Prohibition, and the Great Depression 
all plague the area, and the Duttons who 
call it home.

In addition to their upcoming roles in 1932, 
Ford and Mirren previously starred together in 
the 1986 film The Mosquito Coast, based on 
Paul Theroux's novel about a man who moves 
his family to a central American jungle to  
begin a new utopian life.

Inset: Curtis 
Anderson on  
the trail
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IN THE CORRAL

STOCKING THE HERD

KADE ALEC PARSONAGE

Congratulations to Jared and Tulsa Dawn 
Parsonage on the birth of their son, Kade Alec 

Parsonage on May 11. He weighed 6 lbs and 11 oz.
Jared is the 2021 Canadian All Around 

Champion, 2021 Canadian Bull Riding 
Champion, and the 2021 Maple Leaf Circuit 

Finals Bull Riding Champion, plus, he’s a 
skookum roper.

Tulsa Dawn is a registered massage therapist.
The couple ranch southwest of Maple Creek, Sask.
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HONOURING JACK DAINES

Daines Ranch  
Pro Rodeo

FROM JUNE 17–19, rodeo fans and competitors 
paid tribute to the late Jack Daines at the 61st 
Daines Ranch Pro Rodeo grounds outside 
Innisfail, Alta., on the C & E Trail.

“We had good crowds, with close to a sell out 
on Saturday night,” said Kyle Daines, chairman 
of the Daines Ranch Pro Rodeo Committee. 

 “There is always lots of grass so there’s 
ample parking for anyone who wanted to come 
out, and they did over all three days.”

Daines noted that the committee worked 
hard to prepare for the weekend along with 
Vern McDonald and Tyson Cardinal the stock 
contractors of Bar C5 Rodeo who supplied the 
stock for the events.  

“We have a committee of family members 
and a few trusted friends,” he said.  “This was 
one of the most fun weekends we have had and 
everything seem to work out. We all had a part 
to play in its success.”

Sunday was all about Jack who passed away 
in late 2021 in Red Deer.

“We had a big screen tribute with Audrey 
and whole family present and celebrated 
his life and legacy the way he would have 
wanted us to, in the rodeo ring — and the 
audience loved it.”

Planning is already underway for the 62nd 
event next year.

CANADIAN HIGH 
SCHOOL RODEO

THE PROVINCES OF Canada completed their high school rodeo finals by the end of June, and the 
competitions decided the top four from each of the provincial final standings. These students were 
qualified for the National High School Rodeo Finals held in Gillette, Wyoming in July. 

For the Canadian title, the top five in each event from each provincial finals will converge on Swift 
Current, Sask., Aug 4-6 to vie for the titles.

High school rodeo competitions include the major events; saddle bronc, bareback, bull riding, 
tie-down roping, team roping, steer wrestling, barrel racing, breakaway roping, plus goat tying, pole 
bending, reined cow horse and cutting.

The Canadian Junior High School Rodeo Finals is also at Swift Current, and includes ribbon 
roping, chute dogging and sport shooting. 

The Junior Nationals was held in Perry, Georgia, in June.
For more info, visit NHSRA.com.Maple Creek, Sask.

11cowboycountrymagazine.com
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IN THE CORRAL

WHERE IN 
THE WORLD 
IS CANADIAN 
COWBOY?

– August/Septem
ber –

 2022
 

Billings, Montana 
BILLINGS LIVESTOCK COMMISSION in Billings, 
Montana has a rich history. 

Founded in 1934 as a horse and mule auction, 
it is the oldest, continuous livestock auction in 
the West. Jann Parker and her late husband, 
Bill, (d. 2016) took over the management of the 
auction in 1998.

At the Feb horse sale, the top horse sold for 
$67,000 US. When asked about the high prices, 
Jann explained, “The demand for quality horses 
hasn’t really changed at all, but the supply has 
gone down. There are fewer really good horses 
out there, so the prices go up.”

There were a number of Canadian horses in 
this sale and Canadian bidders in the stands, 
including Jess Parsonage of Little Big Ranch 
in the Cypress Hills, one of the founders of the 
Ranch Country Horse Sale held each fall in 
Maple Creek, Sask.
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MALLAIG, ALTA., LOCATED west of 
Bonnyville, is home to one of the more  
unique fundraisers in Alberta.

It’s called Haying in the 30’s, and each 
year, visitors converge to experience what 
life was like in the 1930s. That sounds like a 
fun ‘cosplay’ weekend, but this one has an 
unheard-of twist — everything is free.

That’s right, there is no charge for food, 
entertainment, parking or camping.

Haying in the 30’s is a cancer support 
society and 100 per cent of funds raised 
are provided to those undergoing 
treatment for cancer.

The weekend starts 
off with an original 
horsepower parade of 
teams, ranging from 
light horse to impressive 
draft horses. These 
same horses are seen 
throughout the weekend 

working in the fields, providing the horsepower 
for various machinery and taking visitors on 
wagon rides. 

Visitors can stroll through the little 80-acre 
town at their own pace, visiting recreated 
homesteads, and buildings such as the general 
store and even the jailhouse. There is live music 
playing in multiple locations, including the 
church on the hill. Cowboy cooks are rustling up 
chili and fresh brewed coffee over the fire and 
everywhere, kids are playing games.

Of course you can come and enjoy the 
weekend in your modern clothes, 

but to really get in the spirit, 
take a step back in time, 

wear overalls, and flour 
sack dresses!

Donations of any 
amount are welcome. 

The 2022 event dates 
are July 30-31. Visit 

hayinginthe30s.com for more.

FOR TEAMSTERS, ONE of the more coveted prizes to win is the Chore Horse Competition, because 
it signals that you and your team are handy.

Each summer (July 23) the Verdant Valley Agricultural Society near Drumheller hosts their multi-
award-winning competition, recognized by the Alberta Association of Agricultural Societies.

The Chore Horse is an obstacle course and Verdant Valley also divides the arena down the middle, 
and has teams compete against each other in events such as log skidding, and the obstacle course. 
Competitors don’t get rich, but bragging rights go a long way.

There are driving competitions across Canada; from plowing to haying to chore horse. Be sure to 
take one in!

CHORE HORSE 
COMPETITION

HAYING IN THE 30’S

12 Canadian Cowboy Country August/September 2022
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HIS BELOVED CALGARY Flames may have 
fizzled, but George Canyon’s life and career 
is heating up. CFCW Mornings made a cattle 
call to catch up with Calgary’s favourite 
anthem singer. Here’s an edited excerpt of 
the conversation with the singer/rancher/
actor and (spoiler alert) published author as 
of this fall!

GS: Why did you decide to get back 
to ranching? 

GC: Jen and I talked about what we 
wanted to do to live out the rest of our lives 
together. And we said, ‘let’s ranch,’ because 
we miss it. We used to ranch, and we came 
back full-on. We’re running a grass-fed, grass-
finish program to provide specialized beef. 
We’re getting to live this dream every day in 
the Porcupine Hills with cattle and horses.

GS: What is harder, ranching or the country music business?
GC: Neither is hard when it’s your passion, right? The hardest part about the music 

business is being alone on the road staring at a hotel wall. The rest of it is just so incredible 
to get to do. And now, to get the ranch as well as doing it, I just smile every day and give 
thanks to the Lord above.

GS: What is your favourite ranching/cow song?
GC: When I’m on my horse, and I don’t know if she likes it or not, but I think she does. I 

sing. Especially when I’m checking cattle/ and the cattle seem to be a lot calmer when I’m 
doing that. And you can guess what song it is, ”Cattle Call.”

GS: What’s next for you?
GC: I’m just finishing up a cowboy record that comes out with my memoir on Novem-

ber 8. It’s called My Country, and the title track is all about my life being raised in Pictou 
County, N.S., all the way through to what I thought I was going to do in life. And the Lord 
had different plans for me. I had a ghostwriter for it, which I was grateful for because if I 
had written it, it would have been like “Curious George Goes to the Zoo.” He’s just a great 
guy out of Edmonton, and we had a lot of fun writing it together.

“CATTLE CALL” WITH GEORGE CANYON 

Hear Greg Shannon & Co-Host Stella Stevens weekday mornings on 840 CFCW!  
Email Greg with column suggestions: greg@cfcw.com 

Greg Shannon
840 CFCW Morning Show Co-Host
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ADVENTURES  
ON THE 
CIRCLE STAR 
RANCH
WE JUST MIGHT be living in the best time for 
children and young adult books because authors 
who know which end of a cow gets up first are  
the one’s doing the writing.

Take this action-packed ranch adventure 
book; after a charming intro, it leaps into the 
dramatic chapter on young Ben and his dad 
checking cattle, finding a cow who had just 
given birth in the blizzard (of course she chose 
that time, every rancher is muttering) and how 
his dad packs the calf on his saddle horse to the 
barn on the home place, but also advised Ben 
not to get between the cow and the dad’s horse 
as the cow might start to charge the horses.

They don’t write this kind of advice from 
New York, because they don’t know that 
kind of advice.

The book is chock-full of adventures that 
involve young Ben, his sister Sarah, their parents 
and neighbours on and near the Circle Star 
Ranch, and it’s well worth buying.

This book is shortlisted for the 2022 Children’s 
Award and is a finalist in the Next Generation 
Indie Book Awards.

Adventures on the Circle Star Ranch, 
Softcover, 60 pages, author: Jackie Cameron, 
illustrator Wendi Nordell, publisher, Your Nickel’s 
Worth Publishing, website, ynwp.ca

GIDDY UP WITH GREG SHANNON
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SPIRIT OF THE WEST

The tracks Baxter left down here 
will never be washed out. Cindy 
Black (Baxter's wife) called us in 
November of 2021. She said they 

were winding down the Coyote Cowboy 
Company and closing their offices at year's 
end. Baxter would no longer be a part of The 
Spirit of the West radio show.  

When I interviewed Baxter for the first 
time in 1994 at the B.C. Cattlemen's AGM, 
we had an instant connection. After the 
recording stopped, we talked for a long time, 
and then he said,  "I have an idea. Would you 

Baxter Black 
Rides Across the Great Divide

be willing to make my weekly commentary a 
feature on The Spirit of the West?"  

"How much would it cost?" was my next 
question. "All you need to do is include my 
commercial message, and I'll send you one 
each week." It started with tape cassettes, 
then CDs, and for the last several years as s 
downloadable sound file.

As we got to know each other better, I 
realized that Baxter was one of those rare, 
multi-talented individuals. He related to 
ranchers, working cowboys and people of 
the land with the same respect as he did 

with celebrities, and he was on a first-name 
basis with many of them. 

I was lucky enough to do a few live 
shows with him and was able to gain 
all kinds of insight into how to relate to 
people, how to be comfortable on stage, 
and so much more. I'll never forget when 
the Queen of Morning Country Radio 
Stella Stevens was doing a live remote at 
Farmfair and asked Baxter and I to join 
her. Well, we hijacked her show and had 
her in stitches.

When we did the Saskatoon Fall Fair 
together, we sat in with the morning team 

on CJWW. Rod Kitter was the host as well 
as the program director. We were still live 
on the air when Baxter looked Rod right in 
the eyes and said, "So, when are you guys 
going to start running Hugh's Spirit of the 
West show?"  Rod did a bit of side-stepping 
and said they'd look into it. I'm still hoping 
maybe I'll hear from them.

In 2018, Billie and I were in Vancouver 
following my kidney transplant. We got 
a call from Baxter and talked for over an 
hour. One of the things he told me was that 
his mother was born with only one kidney, 
and she lived to her mid-90s.    

About two years ago, in one of his phone 
calls, he told us he had to stop performing. 
He said, "I just can't remember the words to 
the poems I wrote." That was the beginning 
of a condition known as expressive aphasia, 
which affects the speech part of the brain 
and makes it difficult for the affected per-
son to find the words they are trying to say. 
When we talked with Baxter and Cindy, he 
was still able to say how much he appreci-
ated our friendship over the years and, as 
always, wished us the best. c

“We hijacked  
her show and had her  

in stitches.”

BY HUGH MCLENNAN

Left: Hugh and Baxter, 1994  Right: Mike Dygert, Hugh, Baxter, and Jim McLennan
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WHEEL TO WHEEL

Permit Drivers
BY BILLY MELVILLE

Former U.S. President Ronald Rea-
gan said, “Inflation is as violent as a 
mugger, as frightening as an armed 
robber and as deadly as a hit man.” 

When you have to feed as many horses 
and drive as many vehicles as an aver-
age chuckwagon driver needs, it makes it 
almost unbearable at today’s inflated prices 
for feed and fuel. So as a way to combat 
inflation in the chuckwagon world, the 
World Professional Chuckwagon Associa-
tion has made some adjustments to their 
formats to keep as many wagons running as 
possible. The answer — Permit Drivers.

In a normal year, the WPCA would have 
36 full member drivers, and each driver 
would have to commit to racing at every 
day of every show. It’s a big commitment, 
but with drivers spread all over Western 
Canada, it wouldn’t make financial sense 

for most. So, they elected to go with 34 
full members who do not have to com-
mit to every day of every show, with the 
balance of the wagons coming from driv-
ers competing on permits where space 
was available.

And so far, the permit drivers have 
caught the attention of the full member 
drivers. At the opening show of the year in 
Grande Prairie, permit drivers Jamie Labou-
cane and 18-year-old sensation Cruise 
Bensmiller won two out of the five-day 

monies, while Kale Lajeunesse made the 
championship final heat. The following 
week in Bonnyville, Rae Croteau Jr. won a 
day money, and Cruise Bensmiller became 
the second permit driver in as many shows 
to qualify for the championship final. In 
Medicine Hat, it was Croteau Jr. who again 
took a day money and moved into the top 
five in the World Standings.

If the intention was for the permit driv-
ers to simply fill out the field and not win 
all the money, nobody informed the per-
mit drivers. 

But this new concession has boosted 
young drivers like Lajeunesse and Bens-
miller, who have gained confidence 
knowing they can run with the best.

Maybe it’s the permit drivers that might 
be harder on the pocketbooks and more 
frightening than inflation. c

PH
OT

O
 C

O
U

RT
ES

Y 
SH

EL
LI

E 
SC

OT
T 

PH
OT

O
G

RA
PH

Y

“Inflation is  
as violent as a  

mugger…”

Cruise Bensmiller racing in 
Medicine Hat, Alta.

15cowboycountrymagazine.com

https://cowboycountrymagazine.com
http://cowboycountrymagazine.com


REFLECTIONS

ST
O

CK
.A

DO
BE

.C
O

M
/ 

CA
N

IC
U

LA

Journey Well

Because memories are the rhymes
That brings back the times
And the places a cowboy has rode
They might hang in the wind
But they’ll come back again
And warm him when he grows old.

These words are the first chorus of “Sunlight on 
Silver.” Vern Ballantyne and I wrote this song. It 
chronicles some of the events filed to our memory of a 
couple of days on the Waldron in 1990. 

A bunch of us had come together for a few days 
to gather and sort some cattle in preparation for fall 
work. Vern came up with the first six lines inspired 
by pictures that his eyes, ears and nose painted in his 
mind. I took the canvas from there and drew paint 
from the vats of inner workings of the soul and heart 
with the shading of emotions and physical touch.

But if memories are rhymes
Then what of the times
When upwards his soul will roam
He’ll stand there amazed
Where the star herds now graze
As he stares ‘round his heavenly home.

As the second chorus is trotted out, 
it brings our spiritual dimension. 
The song ends with the first four 
lines and the statement, “Will 
meet him when he’s riding, 
up there.” This reminds us 
that the time and space 
we live in hold some of 
the treasures we’ll find in 
the place created for us to 
inhabit forever.

Whenever I hear or 
read these words, my 
mind can see, hear, smell, 
and feel the moment 
they happened and were 
painted in my mind.

If we trot out of the corral of introspection and 
into the pastures containing the theme of this edi-
tion’s articles, we find ourselves speaking of journeys. 
Whether across the yard to Grandma’s to a trip 
around the world, every journey is a canvas to paint 
your memories on, to recall later and enjoy all over 
again. Many folks have been hunkered down, staying 
away from the usual gathering spots and opportuni-
ties to socialize. Even brandings, a staple of western 
hospitality and comradery, have been scaled back. As 
we’re “restricted” where we should travel, we travel 
closer to home. 

So get to know the history and stories of how 
things came to be. Find an old codger, or if you’re 
an old codger, share your recollections and your 
windy’s (good practice if you end up in politics). 
Store those memories in the corners of your mind’s 
attic, dust them off from time to time, and relive the 
warmth and laughter.

As I drift these thoughts home, they bunch up  
like this; we often think a journey has to be a distance 
from home; a memory has to be momentous to be 
remembered because what has become familiar is  
easily forgotten.

So as you journey this summer, keep  
those thoughts saddled and ready to ride.  

Those memories of familiar things close 
to home may be the ones that warm 

you as evenings grow cold. 
As you journey towards 

your final home, con-
sider the words of 

Ecclesiastes 12:1 
Consider/store up 

the memories/knowl-
edge of your Creator so 
that when you’re old, 
you’ll have not just the 
memories, but you’ll also 

know where the gate is 
that opens to your eternal 

home. (My words.)
Journey well. c

BY BRYN THIESSEN

Bryn Thiessen is a rancher, poet, cowboy and preacher at Cowboy Trail Church in Cochrane. Bryn and his wife Bonny market  
grass-fattened beef from their Helmer Creek Ranch southwest of Sundre, Alta. 
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Boulet and Canada West Brahma are the standards for quality,
Canadian-made boots. Here’s a taste of what they offer.

IN STYLE
THESE BOOTS ARE MADE FOR …

3 4 

1 
Boulet Boots

Men’s Exotic (581)
Ostrich Kango Tabac / 
Lone Star Cognac / 13"

$660

Boulet Boots
Ladies Snip Toe (6611)

Damiana Moka / Dublin 
Taupe / 13”

$340

Canada West Brahma
Ladies’ Buckaroos (4153)

Bullhide Hovenweep / 
Pan Am Purple / 12”

$280

2 
Canada West Brahma
Men’s Buckaroos and 

Bronc (6568)
Bighorn Bison / Beirut 

Verde / 15"
$320
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TRAILBLAZERS

Lorne Greene
Canada’s Cowboy Gentleman

BY TIM LASIUTA

Canada’s Lorne Greene wore many hats during his lifetime. 
While his best-known role was Ben “Pa” Cartwright, patriarch of the Ponderosa Ranch  

on the hit TV series Bonanza, he was also an environmentalist, inventor,  
broadcaster, father, husband and philanthropist.
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PEOPLE WHO SHAPED THE WEST

Educated at New York’s pres-
tigious Neighborhood Playhouse 
School of the Theatre under leg-
endary Sanford Meisner, Greene 
returned to Canada in 1939 where 
he started his career at the CBC 
as a newscaster. Here, his deep 
voice earned him two nicknames, 
the ‘Voice of Canada’ and ‘the 
Voice of Doom.’

“You can’t talk about 10,000 
casualties like you’d talk about 
10,000 candy bars,” Greene said in 
1952. “If the war was going against 
us, we had to be made to realize 
that everything wasn’t just peachy 
and that we had to do more than 
we were doing.”

Taking advantage of his train-
ing, he opened the Lorne Greene 
Academy of Radio Arts in 1945 for 
broadcasters, writers, production 
personnel and directors. Operating 
until 1952, his alumni include Les-
lie Nielsen, James Doohan (‘Scotty’ 
of Star Trek fame), Gordie Tapp and 
Gordon Pinsent.    

During this time, he invented 
a backwards count-down clock. 
Knowing how much time they 
had left to complete a segment of 
a news program was something 
which had plagued broadcasters, 
and Lorne solved the problem.

The arrival of entertaining TV 
production brought new opportu-
nities to Greene. He found steady 
work from 1953 onwards on shows 
including Alfred Hitchcock and 
Sailor of Fortune from 1955 to 1958. 
A role in Wagon Train led him to 
be cast as Ben Cartwright, “Pa,” in 
Bonanza — a role he embraced for 
14 years and more than 430 episodes.  

Bonanza was the first western to be filmed 
in colour and was the hit that established his 
star in the Hollywood landscape. Greene wore 
the widowed father role like a cape dispensing 
wisdom, discipline and love to his corral of TV 
children, portrayed by Pernell Roberts, Dan 
Blocker and Michael Landon. When asked 
about his acting on the show in 1967, he had a 
simple response.

“I don’t try to change me,” Greene said. 
“I don’t try to become Ben Cartwright. The 
only way I can work as an actor is by being 

me. I happen to be Lorne Greene. I’m not 
anybody else.”  

He chose his own horse, Buck, from Fat 
Jones studios. When the series was can-
celled, Lorne purchased the gelding and 
donated him to a therapeutic horseback 
facility. The buckskin spent his remaining 
19 years helping children with mental and 
physical disabilities.

During Bonanza, Green recorded eight 
albums between 1963 and 1976, two of 
which were Bonanza-themed, “Welcome 
to the Ponderosa” and “Christmas on the 

Ponderosa.” In 1964, he recorded 
Ringo, which hit #1 on December 5 
of the same year.  

The mid-1970s found Greene 
guest-starring on numerous TV 
shows, and then he was cast as 
Commander Adama on Battlestar 
Galactica from 1978 to 1980. His 
role as Adama was similar to Cart-
wrights, and he was once again 
patriarch/protector — this time to 
a fugitive fleet in space and then 
later on earth.

Greene hosted Lorne Greene’s 
New Wilderness, a series that ran 
on CTV from 1982 to 1987 for 
104 episodes and was syndicated 
worldwide. Utilizing crisp nar-
ration and excellent footage, it 
demonstrated yet another dimen-
sion of the Canadian actor.

Prestigious awards high-
lighted his long career. Greene 
garnered an Oscar® in 1941 for 
a CBC documentary and won a 
Golden Globe in 1964 as Best TV 
Star - Male. Greene was named 
to the Order of Canada (1969), 
given a Western Heritage Award 
(1970), the Earle Grey Award 
for Lifetime Achievement at the 
1987 Gemini Ceremonies, and 
appeared on a postage stamp 
in 2006 alongside three other 
famous Canadian actors. He is 
also on both Canada’s and Hol-
lywood’s Walk of Fame. 

The public was so enamoured 
by his fatherly personae that he 
was named the second-most loved 
TV father after Bill Cosby by TV 
Times in the 2000s.

Lorne’s legacy was one of 
parental authority, passion, and profes-
sionalism. He was a mentor to many who 
graduated from his broadcast school. He 
was father to three children and husband 
to two wives. 

Before his passing in1987, Greene had 
just signed onto a reboot of Bonanza, as Ben 
Cartwright one more time, a final tribute 
to a man who defined ‘western patriarch’ 
to millions.

Greene passed away in 1987 from 
pneumonia at 72. He is buried in Hillside 
Memorial Park in Los Angeles. c

Top: The cast of Bonanza; Pernell Roberts (Adam Cartwright),  
Michael Landon, (Little Joe), Dan Blocker (“Hoss” Eric Cartwright),  

Lorne Greene (Ben Cartwright)  Above: Ottawa-born Greene 
started his career in 1939 at the CBC as a newscaster
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COUNTRY COOKING

Sir-Ribs-a-Lot
BY ROB TANNER

RHUBARB PIE 
BY MARIE TANNER

INGREDIENTS
2-1/2 – 3 cups Saskatoon berries
2 – 2-1/2 cups diced rhubarb 
2 tbsp cornstarch 
2 tbsp flour
1 tbsp cinnamon
¾ cup white sugar
Pie crust for 2 crust pie
Sugar to sprinkle top crust

DIRECTIONS
1.  Mix together rhubarb and Saskatoon berries 

and set aside
2. Mix together the cornstarch, flour and sugar
3.  Sprinkle 2 tbsp of the flour mixture on the 

bottom crust
4.  Add cinnamon to the balance of the flour 

mixture and add to the rhubarb/berry 
mixture to coat

5.  Pour the rhubarb/berry mixture into the 
pie plate. Top the pie, sealing the edges. 
Vent the top crust. Sprinkle with a little 
sugar if desired

6.  Use the lowest rack on your oven and  
bake at 425 for 15 minutes and then reduce 
 the heat to 350° for another 50-55  
minutes. 

7. Cool and top with vanilla ice cream.

Note:  The filling amount depends on the  
size of your pie plate. This was made in a 9”.  
You can use frozen rhubarb and Saskatoons  
but thaw and drain before using. You can 
reduce your sugar slightly if you prefer your  
pie a little more tart. 

That’s right, my Traeger Ironwood 650 grill is  
known in the Traeger world as Sir-Ribs-A-Lot.  

I have made the decision, thrown down the gauntlet and  
answered the challenge; this summer, I, Sir Rob of Ministik,  

will earn this moniker as I master smoking each of the different  
cuts we get with our meat order each year. OK, a little over  

the top, but I’m enjoying this smoker!

THE FIRST CUT TO EXPERIENCE  
MY PROWESS IS: BACK RIBS.        

Chosen Rib Beef Back ribs 
Grill Traeger Ironwood 650
Pellets Apple
Prep Remove membrane from ribs 
Season to taste with sea salt, ground pepper, 
garlic salt, Traeger Prime Rib Rub 
Grill Pre-set Grill for 165 F 

1.  Place ribs on the grill for one hour 
using Super Smoke

2.  Remove ribs from the grill and place in 
roaster. Pour a full can of beer (I used 
Belgian Moon ale) into pan, place ribs into 
pan and cover with foil.

3.  Increase temp to 250 F.  Leave on grill 
until the meat is tender. In my case 
three hours.

4. Finish 

5.  Remove from roaster and place back on 
grill. I added Traeger Heat and Sweet 
BBQ sauce and left the ribs on the grill 
for about 30 minutes. Take off grill and 
let rest for 15 minutes. Cut into individual 
ribs and serve.  

COMMENTS: 
We really enjoyed these ribs; they came out 
super tender and tasty. The savory Heat & 
Sweet sauce added was the perfect finish. The 
best decision all day was to ask my wife, Marie, 
to bake her outstanding Rhubarb and Saska-
toon Berry Pie and share her recipe.

Adding the Traeger Ironwood 650 to my 
deck alongside my Weber Gas Grill has been 
perfect.  Love the “Wi-fire” controls and different 
wood pellet options.  

Recipe inspiration came from the Trager 
“Let’s Get Cooking” recipe app.  

So, what’s next on my grill? Short Ribs! c
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PROTECTING OUR PROPERTY, ANIMALS & SOILS
BY ANDREW EXELBY

The Mighty Shelterbelt

Two-row younger 
shelterbelt with 
Manitoba Maple and 
Preston Lilac
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HOME
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Shelterbelts are all across  
Canada and particularly in the 
prairie provinces. These trees 
and shrubs protect us from  
the winds and provide needed 
habitat for birds and wildlife. 

With the advent of bigger farm equip-
ment, many shelterbelts have been ripped 
out, and fewer shelterbelts are planted for 
crop protection. Still, the value of these 
magnificent trees and bushes is appreci-
ated near the home place. They provide 
respite from the wind and are planted to 
protect our yards, buildings and animals. 
Many rural families are also beginning 
to re-plant shelterbelts that are reaching 
the end of their life expectancy. Many 
pioneer-planted shelterbelts are well over 
100 years old.

Shelterbelts can take on many dif-
ferent forms. There are single-row and 
multi-row shelterbelts; some will contain 
only deciduous trees, others will host 
only coniferous trees, and others will 
have a mixture of both. The best shelter-
belts will have a combination of shrubs/
trees, coniferous/deciduous material and 
fast/slow-growing material. These shelter-
belts may have five or six rows; once they 
mature, they will nearly act as a solid wall 
against wind and weather.

If you are thinking about planting a 
shelterbelt, the following information is 
important to consider:

WHY PLANT A SHELTERBELT?
There are many benefits that a shelterbelt 
provides. These include:

SHELTERING YARDS AND 
BUILDINGS
In the winter, a good shelterbelt has an amaz-
ing impact on lowering your heating costs 
simply by reducing the wind that draws heat 
away from your buildings. In the summer, if 
a shelterbelt directly shades a building, this 
will help keep the building cooler and reduce 
potential air conditioning/venting costs.

SHELTERING ANIMALS
Whether in the summer heat or the winter 
cold, animals (of all sizes) will benefit from 
a shelterbelt blocking the wind and provid-
ing some shade.

CATCHING SNOW
Shelterbelts are good at catching snow, and 
important in pastures and in the catchment 
areas of dugouts and other water reservoirs. 
The extra moisture caught by that shelter-
belt can make a big difference. Shelterbelts 
planted a good distance from laneways 
and roads can also block a lot of snow that 
would otherwise block the road; however, it 
is important to make sure that the shelter-
belt is far enough away from the roadway. 
Planting too close may cause snow to pile 
up on the road. A good rule of thumb is to 
plant shelterbelts around 150-300 feet back 
from the road.

EROSION CONTROL
Although continuous cropping has reduced 
soil erosion issues, the wind still has a way 
of making off with our soil. Many crops are 
being bred with shorter stubble, and pulses 
(beans, lentils and peas with minimal 
after-harvest stubble) are being planted in 
greater quantity. Shelterbelts continue to 
be important for erosion control and slow-
ing the wind.

PROVIDING ENVIRONMENTAL  
BENEFITS
Shelterbelts sequester carbon and also pro-
vide habitat for the wildlife — a great bonus 
on top of all their other benefits!

PLAN YOUR SHELTERBELT

PROTECTION
The trees and shrubs you are planting may 
vary based on what you are protecting. You 
may want to plant more visually appealing 
material if you are planting the shelterbelt 
around your farm yard. In contrast, you 
may only be interested in the hardiest and 
toughest material if you are planting the 
shelterbelt around your livestock corrals.

AIRFLOW
While it is important to plant the shelter-
belt to block the prevailing wind, be sure 
to leave gaps that will allow for continu-
ous airflow through the area. Completely 
‘boxing’ in an area with shelterbelts will 
cause the space to be unbearably warm and 
muggy in the summer months with little 
air movement. Leaving these gaps for air 

Minimize human activities around shelterbelts 
supporting raptor nests from March to mid-July

Multi-row spruce shelterbelt planted  
with plastic mulch

Shelterbelts provide habitat for many species 
including the loggerhead shrike, Swainson’s hawk 
and the odd ferruginous hawk will use these areas 

as nesting and perching sites

An established 4-row shelterbelt with Larch,  
two rows of Caragana and Pine

23cowboycountrymagazine.com

https://cowboycountrymagazine.com
http://cowboycountrymagazine.com


HOME
GROWN

flow will ensure the area is sheltered and 
comfortable.

WATER! WATER! WATER! 
Whether planted as a seedling (as most 
shelterbelts are) or as larger plant material, 
all newly planted trees and shrubs need 
regular watering in the first three years 
and even longer if needed. You can rely on 
mother nature, but a simple drip irrigation 
system with emitters and poly pipe is an 
affordable alternative that will protect your 
investment. If you are planting in an area 
without a water supply, these simple drip 
irrigation systems can also be fed by gravity 
from a water tank.

MULCH! MULCH! MULCH! 
Reducing competition is important for 
a newly planted shelterbelt, and mulch 
is the best way to do this. Mulch can be 
organic in the form of straw, wood chips, 
etc., or you can use rolls of plastic ‘mulch’ 
specifically intended for shelterbelt plant-
ing. Some rural municipalities even have 
tree planters and plastic mulch applica-
tors that ratepayers can rent.

HOW MANY ROWS? 
As mentioned earlier, shelterbelts can be 
simple single rows of Caragana, or they can 
be complex rows that include Lilac, Mani-
toba Maple, Northwest Poplar, Larch and 
Colorado Spruce (all in one shelterbelt!). 
The options are endless, depending on your 
budget, time and shelter needs.

WHAT TYPES OF TREES?
This depends on where you are. Gener-
ally, trees and shrubs native to your area 
will grow the best; however, many other 

cultivated species will do well in your area. 
When selecting species, consider your Har-
diness Zone and source your plant material 
from within your hardiness zone. If you 
are in Zone 3 (for example), consider using 
plant material suitable for Zone 2 to help 
ensure that you have a resilient shelterbelt 
and reduce the risk of winterkill.

A good shelterbelt will start with a fast-
growing tree/shrub on the perimeter, with 
slower-growing species planted on the inte-
rior. The other benefit of multiple species is 
the shelterbelt’s resiliency to new diseases 
and pests. We usually don’t know what 
type of pests we’ll be dealing with 15 to 20 
years down the road, so planting a variety of 
trees will help reduce the chances that your 
shelterbelt will be wiped out all at once by a 
disease or a pest.

COST-EFFECTIVE
Shelterbelts are usually planted using seed-
lings because planting seedlings is easier 
and more cost-effective. Often, seedlings 
will also become stronger and more resilient 
trees/shrubs compared to larger material 
that is transplanted.

Shelterbelts continue to have a very 
important role across the country. Com-
munities in Bloom is certainly a supporter 
of shelterbelts as one of our priority areas is 
Tree Management. With various resources 
available for shelterbelt planting, be sure 
to seek out organizations in your province 
that can help you with your shelterbelt. 
Happy Planting!

For more information about Communi-
ties in Bloom in your province, please visit 

CommunitiesInBloom.ca/how-to-partici-
pate/provincial-editions cFigure 3 — Trees along yard

Figure 1 — Tree spacing

A good shelterbelt  
has an amazing impact 

on lowering your  
heating costs…
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RIDES AGAIN
BY TIM LASIUTA

ARTS &  CULTURE 
WATCH

Billy 
 the 
Kid
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  “This isn’t a western,” said 
Billy the Kid director, Eng-
lands’ Otto Bathhurst of 
his current project “This 

is a character study of Billy the Kid set 
in the West.”

Bathhurst went on to explain that he 
wanted to tell the story of the relationship 
between Billy and his mother Kathleen, 
played by Eileen O’Higgins and how it 
impacts his future. 

“We wanted to tell this story differently,” 
said Bathhurst. “Michael Hirst wrote a story 
of the west, before the ‘West’ and in this case, 
Billy the Kid a.k.a. Henry McCarty before 
and during his life of crime. What viewers 
will discover is that Henry is a lot more inter-
esting than we could imagine.”

O’Higgins, Kathleen McCarty in the pro-
duction, concurs.

ARTS &  CULTURE 
WATCH

“Billy, like Kathleen, are both strong 
characters. They come out of New York 
only to arrive in Kansas to realize that they 
have been sold a bill of goods that simply 
isn’t true, and they have a choice. To return 
home, or adapt,” said O’Higgins. “By stay-
ing they develop a strong sense of self and 
survival instinct.”

The first episode, “The Immigrants,” tells 
the story of the journey to Missouri and 
their struggles along the way. In a new place 
with nowhere to go, with no support and no 
prospects, their journey begins.

O’Higgins can relate.
“My father worked in Northern Alberta 

and the Yukon when he was young. 
He told me about his experiences and 
I was able to understand a little more 
of what he went through,” she said. 
“Everything was new to him and during 

production, Otto was able to give us one 
of those moments.”

In the production, Billy and his family 
and friends are travelling to Coffeyville 
and as they enter the scene, they see what 
the ‘boom’ town is really like. The camera 
captures their reactions beautifully.

“The interesting thing about that scene 
is that Otto was preparing us for ‘going into 
the unknown,’ and we did not get a look at 
the destination before we got there. So, as 
we rounded the corner, we really did see 
our new home for the first time! It was so 
real to us at that point.”

For both Bathhurst and O’Higgins, this 
was their first western project and project 
in Canada. O’Higgins was fascinated with 
gophers on John Scott’s Longview, Alberta 
movie ranch, while Bathhurst had a wide-
open landscape canvas to work with.

“This is a character 
study of Billy the Kid  

set in the West.”
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“This was why we came to Alberta,” said 
the director. “Within a few hours’ drive, 
we could have open prairie, cattle herds or 
small settlements that looked like nothing 
we would expect. Our budget was not big, 
yet everything we needed was here from 
professional wranglers, horses and wagons 
at the Scott Ranch to a western town.”

“During one scene when one of the 
wagons was travelling along the trail, it 
was so amazing and authentic to be there,” 
remembered Bathhurst. “All you could 
hear was the sounds of the wagons; the 
rattle and creak of wood on wood, the 
wheels rolling over rough terrain and the 
animals breathing. It was amazing.”

Scott noted that during production on 
the wagon train scene that there were more 
than 100 horses and wagons.

“We wanted to make it authentic,” said 
Scott, “And it sure was. Otto came with a 
vision and even watching the dailies, I 
could tell. This is going to be a great show. 

Behind the legend of Billy the Kid lies a tangled 
web of questions and a myriad of lies and half-
truths. Not only has he been fodder for many 
films for close to 100 years, but he has been 
the subject of countless fictional adventures 
in pulp magazines, novels and comic books. 
Here’s the scoop on Billy the Kid to set the 
record straight.

He has been known as Harry Antrim, Henry 
McCarty and William H, Bonney, but what is 
his real name?
According to author Donald Cline, a long-time 
researcher, the legend of Billy the Kid started 
the day he was born. Henry McCarty was born 
November 20, 1859, to Katherine McCarty in the 
Irish fourth ward of eastside Manhattan.

Was Billy the Kid also Harry Antrim?
Yes. Billy’s mother wed William Antrim in Silver 
City (1873), and Billy became Harry Antrim. He 
is remembered as a ”cruel, little sneak thief who 
stole everything he could get his hands on.” 
(Cline, Alias Billy the Kid).

By 1878, Harry Antrim had become known as 
William H. Bonney, a name he acquired due to his 
association with the Bonney family.

Was Billy the Kid a “Robin Hood?”
No. According to his father and classmates, 
Harry/Billy was not a “Robin Hood” but a cruel, 
heartless individual with a long criminal record.

How did the author of Ben Hur enter 
into this story?
Governor Lew Wallace (author of the book Ben 
Hur) pardoned Bonney in exchange for testimony 
against another murderer.

Who killed Billy the Kid?
Former associate Pat Garrett murdered the man 
with many names on July 14, 1881.

Where is McCarthy/Antrim/Bonney buried?
Unknown. Billy’s body was placed in an unmarked 
grave at Fort Sumter and has never been found. 
Tourists are taken to a marker placed randomly on 
the grounds.

When will the legend of Billy the Kid die?
With more than a dozen counterfeit “Kids” active 
in New Mexico over the next decade after 1881, it 
seems that a good legend never dies.

Billy the Kid is dead — long live Hollywood’s 
revisionist Billy the Kid.

BY TIM LASIUTA

He brought the best cameras and captured 
everything. This looks like a big produc-
tion, yet it still is a TV show.”

An important element of the first 
four episodes is his contempt for cor-
ruption which starts in New York and 
is part of every community Henry/Billy 
encounters. From a crusading reporter 
who exposes a young Billy to his quest for 
truth to crooked bankers, publishers and 
business people, Billy struggles with his 
reactions to it.

“Billy was more sinned against, rather 
than a sinner,” said Bathhurst. “During his 
life, he was a victim and he fought back. Yet 
another strong theme Hirst incorporates is 
that of “Mecca points” and “lighthouses.” 
Billy always has a beacon to look to and 
important events and people and we want 
to tell those stories.”

Billy the Kid will run in Canada on the 
History Channel beginning May 20 on  
Paramount Plus. c

This tintype image of Billy the Kid sold at 
auction for 2.3 million in 2011

THE ETERNAL MYSTERY OF BILLY THE KID

“The first episode,  
“The Immigrants,” tells 
the story of the journey 

to Missouri…
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Cyrus Walker
Western Pulp Artist

Telegram, 36” x 36”, acrylic/oil
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In the late 1800s, the western art 
genre morphed from artists like 
Charlie Russell, who captured scenes 
he witnessed or his cowboy friends 

told him about, to more fictional tales in 
what would become known as dimestore 
western novels. 

Early western movies and TV shows 
perpetuated this ‘imagined West’ with 

depictions of rough and rugged men, beau-
tiful ranchers’ daughters, vicious outlaws, 
proud pioneers, barroom brawls and wild 
horse chases. 

The famous line from John Ford’s 
1962 movie The Man Who Shot Liberty 
Valance captures the spirit of this breed 
of writers: “When the legend becomes 
fact, print the legend.” This portrayal 

began to embody the ideas of the West 
we recognize today with as much fic-
tion as fact. 

Often described as a “throwback” art-
ist, Cyrus Walker from Helena, Montana, 
keeps these unique and refreshing pulp art 
images alive. 

Cyrus’ art career initially saw him 
designing rodeo posters, but as a long 
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Cup Full of Comfort, 36" X 36", acrylic/oil
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Beam Cannon, 36” x 48”, acrylic/oil

Decoy, 24” x 36”, acrylic/oil

““When the legend  
becomes fact, print  

the legend.”
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time fan and collector of old western 
novels and comic books, he took the 
plunge seven years ago and hasn’t 
looked back. 

Fueled by the Easterner’s desire to  
read about anything happening on the 
vast and exciting Western frontier, it’s 
only fitting that today, galleries in New 
York are discovering Walker’s work 
with further expansion out East on 
the horizon. 

“It worked for Charlie Russell, maybe 
getting into New York will work for me,” 
quipped Walker. 

Walker has a keen desire to preserve 
and perpetuate pulp art. It may not have yet 
found a wide audience, but seeing a young 
artist carving a trail in the Western art world 
is refreshing.

You can see more of his work at  
CyrusWalkerArt.com. c

Beer Run, 36” x 48”, acrylic/oil
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“Arroyo Passage” 36” X 48”, acrylic/oil
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1.  Maryanne Gibson with (l-r) Krissy Feniak, Ryan Snow and Jordan Leaf and their NACMAI awards in 2018 2. Well known as an entertainer on the  
rodeo circuit, High River roots country artist Lyndsay Butler won artist, entertainer and songwriter awards at NACMAI in 2013 3. Since travelling to Nashville with 

Global Country in 2009, Alexandra Adamoski has become Alee, winning the Country Music Alberta Female Artist award more than once.  
With radio hits and multiple albums she now resides in Nashville. 

1

2 3
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An Edmonton, Alta., non-profit 
organization has been discover-
ing and mentoring emerging 
Canadian country music artists 

and recognizing those who came before 
them for thirty years. 

Founding president Jim Perret officially 
registered Global Country Canada in 1992, 
and CEO Maryanne Gibson came onboard 
shortly afterwards. Since its inception, 
Global Country has supported country 
music, both locally and provincially and at a 
National and North American level.

Originally, Global Country worked 
with Edmonton Northlands through their 
Country Vocal Spotlight competition. The 
winners of the Northlands competition 
became members of the Global Country 
Rising Star program. The program provided 
mentorship, performance opportunities 
and training to establish a career in the 
country music industry. When Northlands 
discontinued its program after 2008, Global 
Country started up a competition, Coun-
try Star Search. Country Star Search has 
drawn entries and winners from not only 
all over Alberta but also British Columbia, 
Saskatchewan, and even the Maritimes. 
With the Covid shutdown, they curtailed 
the competitions and are now only taking 
in new artists through a submission-based 
program. The latest inductee into the pro-
gram is 13-year-old Edward Pimm from 
Mayerthorpe, Alta.

In 2004, Global Country became a North 
American Country Music Associations 
International (NACMAI) member, based 
out of Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. Since then, 
the organization has taken their winners 
to compete on an international level at the 

annual NACMAI competition. The suc-
cess of the Global Country artists there has 
been amazing, with never a year where 
they didn’t come back with International 
trophies. The goodwill these young ambas-
sadors have created for Canada has been 
immeasurable. 

As part of their mentoring program, 
Global Country also visits Nashville on 
their way to Pigeon Forge. The winners are 
given a behind-the-scenes tour of Nashville, 
teaching them about the inner workings of 
the music industry there. 

They also meet with Canadian artists 
who have transitioned to Nashville — some 
have come through the Global Country pro-
gram. Additionally, they attend a multi-day 
boot camp workshop organized by Global 

Country’s Nashville partner, RyLee Madison 
(originally from Nova Scotia). There they 
meet industry professionals, have song-
writing sessions, learn about working in a 
studio, and study other facets of the music 
industry. They also usually get the opportu-
nity to perform in one of Nashville’s many 
live music venues. Most importantly, the 
trip gives them the inspiration, confidence, 
and encouragement to follow their dreams 
in the country music industry.

Right from its inception, Jackie Rae 
Greening and 840 CFCW have been huge 
supporters and media sponsors of the 
Global County program. The former CFCW 
announcer, the late Bev Munro, was also 
a big fan of the development of emerging 
young artists. Through his regular tradi-
tional Tuesday night dances, he brought 
together the young Global Country artists 
with seasoned bands that have played 
for decades. 

Each Tuesday at the home of Global 
Country events, the Chateau Nova Yellow-
head, also a major supporter, gives emerging 
artists the opportunity to guest perform 
with one of the bands. This initiative is also 
well-supported by musicians and artists 
and by regular attendees.

Through the program, there have been 
many, many success stories, including 
entertainers Aaron Goodvin, Brett Kissel, 
Trevor Panczak, Alee, Alex Hughes, Lyndsay 
Butler, Stephanie Rose, Candice Ryan, Josh 
Ruzycki, Mariya Stokes, Ben Klick, Justin 
Hogg, Hailey Benedict, Hannah Gazso, Ryan 
Snow, Krissy Feniak, Brooklyn Blackmore, 
Tiffany Dowhan, Brenda Dirk, Justine 
Sletten, Travis Dolter, Justin Sutton, Bran-
don Lorenzo, and Martina Dawn. These are 
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY BILL BORGWARDT

Global Country  
Canada 

Celebrating 30 Years of Music

Edward Pimm, Global Concert
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just some of the artists who have gone on to 
receive nominations and win awards from 
Country Music Alberta, Saskatchewan, Brit-
ish Columbia and East Coast Music Awards, 
The Canadian Country Music Association 
Awards, and the JUNOs.

Global Country has also fulfilled their 
mandate to preserve the history and legacy 
of Canadian Country Music. They have a 
strong relationship with the National Music 
Centre and the Canadian Country Music 
Hall of Fame in Calgary. Many historical 
country music artefacts have been entrusted 
to Global Country over the years, and they 
facilitated their transfer to the National 
Music Centre. They were also instrumental 
in having several Canadian artists inducted 
into the North American Country Music 
Hall of Fame, including The Good Broth-
ers, Michelle Wright, Ralph Murphy, RyLee 
Madison, Blake Emmons, Donna & Leroy, 
Joyce Smith, R. Harlan Smith, Chris Nielsen 
and Dick Damron, and have had many of 
the legends featured in concerts through-
out the years.

From June 10–12, 2022, Global Country 
celebrated their 30th Anniversary. Artists 
from as far away as Nova Scotia, Nashville, 
and even Mexico, along with many recent 
Global Country artists, came together for 
songwriter sessions, jam sessions, and a 
grand concert at Cook County Saloon in 
Edmonton. Thirty artists for 30 years was 
the theme of the memorable event, which 
was live-streamed worldwide. 

THE LADY BEHIND GLOBAL 
COUNTRY CANADA
Since 1992, Maryanne Gibson has been 
the CEO/President of Global Country 
Canada. She has over 45 years in music, 
as a performer and mentor, and in artist 
management, talent development, and 
promotion. She studied music and began 
a stage career in the early ’60s as a country 
singer who played the accordion, drums, 
and a little guitar in “The Ballad Aires,” a 
country band she formed with her cousin. 

They played country dances, weddings, and 
private functions around the Viking area.

Maryanne was the founder of the Global 
Country Rising Star Program, where emerg-
ing artists could start their careers by learning 
the business. She also created a travelling 
Global Country Rising Star Show where the 
artists in the program could experience tour-
ing and performing with a band. She also 
established a talent development workshop 
and mentoring program to provide direction 
for emerging artists and their families. Mary-
anne was instrumental in establishing the 
trip to Nashville and entry into the NACMAI 
competition. She continues to nurture and 
mentor artists entering the music industry 
and is always looking for opportunities for 
artists trying to break into the market.

Before Global Country, Maryanne had 
an extensive career working in Visitor Ser-
vices and Protocol at the Alberta Legislature. 
As the Director of the Alberta Pavilion in 
Toronto during the Canadian National Exhi-
bition from 1981–1985, her passion for the 
Alberta music industry was reflected on the 
Alberta Stage in front of the building, where 
Alberta performing artists were featured on 
daily shows. She was involved in hiring and 
training young Albertans for other facilities, 
such as Man & His World in Montreal, Expo 
’86, the Olympics in Calgary in 1988, and 
other Alberta features. She worked on many 
royal visits and special mission groups, being 
responsible for the entertainment of inter-
national dignitaries. She always seized the 
opportunity to feature Alberta’s talent. 

Besides becoming the Executive Director 
for Global Country, Maryanne became the 
Executive Director of the Alberta Recording 
Industries Association, later named Alberta 
Music, from 1992 to 2004. She was also 
involved in the formation of the merger of 
provincial organizations into the Western 
Canadian Music Alliance.

A member of Country Music Alberta, 
Alberta Music, the Canadian Country 
Music Association, the Country Music 
Association in the US, and the Interna-
tional Director of the North American 
Country Music Associations International, 
Maryanne has received many awards and 
acknowledgements throughout her career, 
including the Hank Smith Award of Excel-
lence from the Canadian Country Music 
Association in 2003. cRyLee Madison and Maryanne Gibson

Donna and Leroy Anderson, Global at Cook County

Jackie Rae and Blake Emmons, Global  
at Cook County
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Second-generation bull rider Lonnie 
West of Cadogan, Alta., won the 
Showdown at the Ponoka Stampede 
when he scored 92.75 pts on Vold 
Rodeo's bull, Hard Not to Get.  
Photo by Shellie Scott.
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2022 CPRA 
SCHEDULE

Terry Cooke,
President, Canadian Professional Rodeo 
Association

AUGUST
High Prairie, AB .........................................Aug 2–3
Regina, SK SMS Equipment 
 Pro Tour   ......................................Aug 5–6
Grimshaw, AB ...........................................Aug 6–7
La Crete, AB ............................................Aug 9–10
Dawson Creek, BC SMS Equipment  
Pro Tour   .....................................Aug 13–14
Cranbrook, BC .......................................Aug 19–21
Pincher Creek, AB ..................................Aug 19–21
Buck Lake, AB .............................................Aug 20
Smithers, BC *(BB)  .................................... Aug 25
Lethbridge, AB SMS Equipment  
Pro Tour   .................................. Aug 25–27
Okotoks, AB ......................................... Aug 26–28
Taber, AB ...............................................Aug 27–28
Armstrong, BC SMS Equipment  
Pro Tour    ............................Aug 31–Sept 2

SEPTEMBER
Armstrong, BC SMS Equipment  
Pro Tour Final   ................................. Sept 3
Merritt, BC ...............................................Sept 3–4
Langley, BC *(SB, BB, BR, LBR) ..............Sept 3–5
Coronation, AB  ....................................... Sept 8-9
Medicine Lodge, AB ....................................Sept 10
Olds, AB ................................................Sept 16–17
Hanna, AB .............................................Sept 16–17
Edmonton, AB  .................................... Sept 23–24

NOVEMBER 
Red Deer, AB – Canadian Finals Rodeo ...Nov 2–6

Maple Leaf Circuit Finals
BB—Bareback
SB—Saddle Bronc
BR—Bull Riding
LBR—Ladies Barrel Racing 

FloRodeo Network broadcasts Canadian Finals 
Rodeo, Maple Leaf Circuit Finals and  

  SMS Equipment Pro Rodeo Tour rodeos. 
Visit RodeoCanada.com for updates.

BEST OF LUCK!
I know we’re all excited to be enjoying a full 2022 Canadian Professional Rodeo Associa-
tion season. One of the best parts of the return of our sport is the smiles on the faces of 
fans who have been filling grandstands and bleachers everywhere, committee volunteers, 
competitors and all the people who work so hard in the arena and behind the scenes to 
make it happen. 

We’ve seen the return of long-standing and new athletes from both sides of the border, 
and that has made for exciting action at every event. 

As we move into the final weeks of the season, athletes are more intent than ever on 
securing spots on the Canadian Finals Rodeo roster (CFR runs Nov 2–6 at Westerner Park 
in Red Deer, Alta). And excitement is mounting as cowboys and cowgirls battle their way to 
berths at the Maple Leaf Circuit Finals slated for Nov 30–Dec 3 as part of Regina’s Canadian 
Western Agribition.

I’m especially pleased that our competitors have a new and very special honour to 
pursue as they travel the rodeo road. That honour is the Kenny McLean Award — and it 
commemorates the life and career of one of the greatest cowboys to ever ride into a rodeo 
arena. The Kenny McLean Award will be decided based on season earnings. To be eligible, 
a contestant must place at three (3) separate rodeos in a riding event and three (3) separate 
rodeos in a timed event.

All of us at the CPRA want to express our condolences to the families and friends of 
those we have lost this year, most recently, long-time stock contractor and rodeo producer 
Don Peterson and two-time Canadian Saddle Bronc Champion and Hall of Fame inductee 
Clayton Hines.

Best of luck to everyone as we head into fall and the final weeks of our regular season!
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T he return of the Canada Day 
holiday run on this side of 
the 49th parallel was greeted 
with big smiles on the faces of 

rodeo athletes who look forward to that 
week every year. And for some, it provided 
a game-changing injection of cash that 
impacted both CPRA and PRCA standings.

No one was more successful over the 
July 1 run than recent high school grad, 
Bayleigh Choate. The Fort Worth, Texas 
barrel racer won both go-rounds, the cham-
pionship round and the Showdown at the 

  COWBOY CHRISTMAS…  
A GAME 

CHANGER
SUBMITTED BY THE CPRA

Fort Worth, Texas barrel racer, Bayleigh Choate and her gelding, Dash, made four winning runs to earn the 2022 Ladies Barrel Racing  
championship at the Ponoka Stampede. Covy Moore photo.

Ponoka Stampede for a $21,301.40 payoff, 
then added a second-place finish at the Wil-
liams Lake Stampede, a sixth at Airdrie Pro 
Rodeo and a seventh at the Raymond Stam-
pede for a whopping $26,267.19 weekend 
total that vaulted her to a commanding lead 
atop the Canadian standings. Two of the 
four events — Ponoka and Williams Lake 
are part of the newly minted SMS Equip-
ment Pro Tour.

Choate is a teenager with a very clear 
roadmap that she wants her first year in 
professional barrel racing to follow. “This is 

my rookie year and I always say if your goals 
don’t scare you, they aren’t big enough,” she 
commented after her massively success-
ful weekend in Canada. “I started out just 
wanting to win the World rookie title; then I 
decided to go bigger and try for the top 30 (in 
the world standings). I came up to Canada 
for the Calgary Stampede qualifier just about 
the time I had moved into the top 15 in the 
world. My horses are feeling good up here, 
so I decided to go further and try to qualify 
for the NFR as well as Rookie of the Year in 
Canada and the CFR.”
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If those sound like lofty goals, consider 
this… her Cowboy Christmas payday has 
her leading both the World and Canadian 
rookie standings; sitting first in Canada 
and she’s moved into the top ten in the 
world standings. The only real challenge 
Choate (pronounced Shote) might face 
is the 18 rodeos she has to compete at in 
Canada in order to qualify for the CFR. But 
based on the tenaciousness of the talented 
horsewoman, that could simply be another 
box she’ll check en route to a November 
date in Red Deer (home of the CFR).

1. Inglis, Manitoba’s Orin Larsen tops Duffy Rodeo’s 39 Fresno for 90 points for the Bareback win at the Williams Lake Stampede, the fourth stop on the SMS 
Equipment Pro Rodeo Tour. Liz Twan photo.  2. Four-time Canadian Champion Shane Hanchey exiting Peso to tie up his second Ponoka TDR championship. 

Covy Moore photo.  3. Stephen Culling dropping in for the 2022  Ponoka Championship. The Fort St. John, B.C. cowboy won two go-rounds and the Showdown. 
Chantelle Bowman photo.  4. Kole Ashbacher scored 85 pts on Outlaw Buckers’ 555 Rockstar to win the title at the Airdrie Pro Rodeo. Zach Cormier photo.

1

The Texas cowgirl was quick to credit 
her parents as a big factor in her success. 
“They’re awesome. They came to Canada 
with me, and I’m really excited about that. 
Their support is unmatched.”

And, of course, there are her equine 
partners. Her mount at Ponoka was her six-
year-old son of Dash Ta Fame (Dash) out of 
a Flaming Talent mare. A young horse that, 
like his rider, is early in his career, and has 
found Canada very much to his liking. 

It’s safe to say that the Ponoka Stam-
pede will hold a special place in this 

young lady’s heart after a memorable 
performance that she and her fans won’t 
soon forget.

Cadogan, Alta., bull rider, Lonnie West 
continued to have the hot hand as he also 
ran the board at Ponoka with a pair of go-
round wins, and a championship round 
win. Then he capped off his Ponoka run 
with a spectacular 92.75-point ride on 
Vold Rodeo’s 792 Hard Not to Get in the 
Showdown for a huge $22,008.80 week at 
the central Alberta rodeo jewel.

2

3 4
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“It was one for the books, that’s for sure,” 
West grinned after his win. The second-
generation bull rider has had to overcome a 
nagging injury to the shoulder on his riding 
arm in recent years but is feeling good and 
his riding is reflective of that.

“I probably should have had surgery, but 
it was too late. I knew I’d got into Calgary so 
I rehabbed the shoulder really hard and got 
it probably as strong as it can be without 
the surgery,” the 2021 runner-up for the 
Canadian title noted. “Winning third at 
Wainwright and Williams Lake and now 
winning Ponoka, I’ve got a fair bit of money 
won, so I can pick and choose a little more. 
It really helps to win at these big ones 
because now I can rest the shoulder when 
it needs it and not have to go to all the little 
ones. This’ll make my season last a little 
longer. It’ll be a marathon from now to the 
end but my shoulder’s feeling good.”

As well, West’s confidence is at an all-
time high. “Yeah, that’s directly related 
to my health. Over the years you build 

title with a brilliant 7.9 second run in the 
Showdown to cap a $16,787.60 payday.

“I was looking at the Ponoka Stampede 
program and saw that Larry Robinson 
had won here four times, Joe Lucas and 
Mike Johnson won it back to back, Blair 
Burk won it more than once, and I thought 
it would be cool to see my name in here 
more than once,” Hanchey admitted. “Now 
it’s happened and I’m pretty pumped.” And 
the part-time Canadian was quick to credit 
the Bird family (Logan and Maynerd from 
Nanton, Alta.) for the opportunity to ride 
2021 CPRA Tie-Down Roping Horse of the 
Year, Peso, for the Ponoka experience.

Overall, the Ponoka win definitely 
changes the game for the 2013 world cham-
pion. “This also threw a wrench into my 
summer plans,” Hanchey acknowledged. 
“Now that I’ve got $17,000 won up here, I’m 
definitely going to be looking at the CPRA 
schedule and see if there’s a way I can get 
back up here to the CFR one more time.”

For more go to rodeocanada.com c

up your skill level and your confidence 
so when it comes to those big moments 
like Ponoka you don’t have to think about 
anything, you just react. At Ponoka in the 
four round, I knew I had a big-time bucker, 
probably the best one in the pen, but I had 
no doubt I could ride him.”

The bull was also rewarded as Hard 
Not to Get was selected as Best of the 
Ponoka Stampede.

As for West’s goals, well those might 
have changed a little in recent days. “Being 
runner-up for Canada last year, that really 
fired me up to want to win a Canadian 
title,” he stated. “When things are coming 
together like they are, you just have to roll 
with it. Bottom line is I’m feeling good and 
having fun.”

The importance of the Ponoka Stampede 
and Canadian Cowboy Christmas was well-
stated by four-time Canadian Champion, 
Shane Hanchey. The Sulphur, Louisiana 
tie-down roper, collected his second Ponoka 
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With the hook in hand, Tanner Eno is ready to attach his bull rope at the 2022 Drayton Valley Pro Rodeo. 
Photo by Chantelle Bowman.

ENO & SWITZER
ALL ROADS LEAD TO RED DEER

BY TIM ELLIS

ROAD TO THE CFR

CHANSE SWITZER IS heading west this 
season, hoping the roads will eventually 
lead to Red Deer, Alta., in November. The 
Hazenmore, Sask., bull rider is in his 
rookie season in the Canadian Profes-
sional Rodeo Association (CPRA) after a 
standout stint in the Saskatchewan-based 
Canadian Cowboys Association (CCA).

“I thought I better step up my game 
this year and move out west,” chuckles 
Switzer, who won the CCA Bull Riding 

championship last season. “I’m going to go 
as hard as I can this year.”

Switzer finished up a four-year college 
rodeo career last season with the Dawson 
Community College Buccaneers in Mon-
tana, where he was the Big Sky Region 
reserve champion and qualified for the 2021 
College National Finals Rodeo. 

“I actually qualified for it in my third 
year, too, but Covid interrupted that,” reveals 
Switzer. “There weren’t many rodeos up 

here last summer, so I stayed down south 
and went to some PRCA rodeos.”

It wasn’t the first time the pandemic was 
responsible for a change of plans.

“I was going to buy my CPRA card in 
2019,” begins Switzer, who had the opportu-
nity to skip his permit phase after winning 
the 2018 CCA bull riding title. “Then Covid 
hit, and I didn’t get the chance to get it.”

Switzer’s first cheque on the Pro Rodeo 
Canada trail came from Drayton Valley, 
where he was 81.5 points to place third. By 
mid-May, he was seventh in the Canadian 
bull riding standings.

“You gotta come with your ‘A-game,’” 
says Switzer, who rides the Matador Com-
munity Pasture near Kyle, Sask., during the 
week. “My goal is to make the CFR. That 
would be a phenomenal dream come true.”

Like Switzer, Tanner Eno also cashed 
a cheque in Drayton Valley in early May. 
In fact, he rode the same bull as Switzer 
but posted an 86.5-point score to win the 
rodeo helping him secure second spot in the 
CPRA standings by late May. His dream of 
qualifying for the Canadian Finals Rodeo 
came true last season. 

“My ultimate goal this year is to get back 
to Red Deer and do better this year.”

The Coronation, Alta., bull rider made 
the eight-second whistle on just one of his 
six draws at last year’s CFR. However, it was 
a ride that was good enough to win Round 5 
and put over $9,300 in his pocket.

“I remember being little and watching 
the CFR, thinking it was the greatest thing 
ever,” offers the 23-year-old, who was also 
among the top rookies on the PBR Canada 
trail last season. “When I got there to com-
pete, it was all I thought it was going to 
be,” he said.

“The group of bull riders we had there 
was just like a big family. Getting to hang 
out with them for six days and get on the 
best bulls in Canada is about as much as a 
guy could ask for.” c
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CLOWNIN’ AROUND  |  CRASH COOPER  ASH COOPER ART AND RANCH GALLERY

“One day you are young and carefree and the next thing you know,  
you can predict the weather with your knee.”

Canadian Cowboy Country August/September 202244
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COWBOY WAY

Do cattle know when you are 
looking at them? Yes. 

Like all prey species, cattle have 
evolved strategies to avoid being 
eaten by predators. Predators, in 
the act of hunting, look directly 
at their prey. So it shouldn’t be 
surprising that we can easily 
make nervous cattle more ner-
vous by looking directly at them.

The question is: when you are sorting a 
single out of a herd in the pasture or corral, 
how can you get the job done without look-
ing at them to some extent?

Of course, looking at an animal is always 
done in conjunction with your body lan-
guage. Also, someone stalking an animal 
moves differently than someone just look-
ing at an animal as a casual observer, and 
the cattle respond to the whole picture. 

Are You 
Looking  
at Me?
BY DYLAN BIGGS
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COWBOY WAY

It could be argued that what a person is 
doing with their gaze is an element of body 
language as a whole and can’t be discussed 
in isolation.

Often, we focus on the exact moment 
when sorting, and if we are at all nervous or 
insecure about the challenge, it reflects our 
body language. In doing so, an animal that 
normally doesn’t behave nervously around 
us “all of a sudden” when we focus on it to 
sort, it behaves differently, and we fail to 
observe the difference in ourselves. Quite 
often in herds, there are those cows we know 
from previous experience, and we go into 
a job with a preconceived idea of how the 
animal is going to behave, and our body lan-
guage conveys that from the get-go, and it can 
easily become a self-fulfilling prophecy.

I recall Bud Williams being adamant 
about not behaving or positioning ourselves 
based on what we think is going to hap-
pen but only based on what is happening 
at the very moment, right here, right now. 
Anticipating a single cow or a whole herd’s 
behaviour is an entirely different proposi-
tion than reading the animal or the herd 
and responding accordingly. Some may 
characterize this distinction as akin to 
semantics, but it is far from that.

The keen observer of cattle or anything 
in nature relies on an unclouded mind. 

There is a difference between looking and 
seeing. The clear mind has no filters obscur-
ing the here and now. The situation at hand 
has the chance to be observed for what it is, 
and our ability to choose the best response 
is much greater. This means controlling our 
biases based on past experience and simply 
purely observing.

We don’t generally appreciate the sig-
nificance of our role in the evolution and 
unfolding of those things we call “wrecks.” It 
is always much easier to point the finger of 
blame elsewhere. Life outside of the corral 
or the pasture is full of opportunities to be 
accountable to ourselves, to take respon-
sibility for our contribution and become a 
better person, able to look ourselves square 
in the mirror.

In general, it is best that we move and 
behave calmly and confidently at all times, 
regardless of the job or circumstance, 

because that will go a long way to our cattle 
behaving more evenly. A calm, relaxed per-
son looks it; likewise, an impatient, anxious, 
frustrated person looks it with every fibre of 
their being. 

This is the same around our horse, and 
when we are mounted, we can make our 
horses nervous or whatever triggered state 
one may be in when faced with the chal-
lenges of working stock — and the horses 
will convey that to the cattle as well. 

Back to the job of sorting cattle; stay 
calm and relaxed, and if you observe an 
animal getting agitated when you start 
working them, change your behaviour. 
Let your gaze, your position, and your 
movement be as a casual observer barely 
invested in your outcome who, just by 
happenstance, is in a position to move the 
single towards a gate. 

Getting intently assertive can work with 
cattle that aren’t fazed by it, but amping 
things up with a nervous critter will only 
make the job harder and stir everyone else 
up in the process. 

With the sensitive cattle that are imme-
diately bothered, averting your gaze will 
help. Keep them in your peripheral vision 
as much as possible or look past them 
while working them, but don’t burn a hole 
through them with your gaze. c
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There is a  
difference between 

looking and  
seeing.
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—Terry and Rachelle Sunderland

“We started with commercial cattle and have slowly transitioned to purebred cattle over the  
last ten years. Our original intention with the purebreds was to raise some bull calves for ourselves  

and develop some females based on those cows. We decided to focus on the purebreds as a way  
to maximize the profitability of the livestock we could run on our land base.
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WHAT WORKS FOR US

BY TERRI MASON

Selling&Marketing
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WHAT WORKS FOR US

Our calves are on grass until we wean in 
September. At that time, we choose a select 
group of steers that will be butchered the 
following spring — most of them are spo-
ken for at weaning. Once weaned, they 
are fed free-choice hay and supplemented 
with a moderate pellet ration — more  
forage than ration by a long shot.

Live, finished animals are delivered 
to an inspected facility. We utilize local 
butchers, but the customers can choose 
another. We have very high confidence 
in our local butcher’s professionalism 
and quality.

Once the beef is cut and wrapped with 
the customer’s instructions, it’s frozen 
before pick up to eliminate spoilage. A 
home freezer cannot freeze an entire beef 
properly. Butchers do it in small boxes to 
ensure each cut is deep-frozen.

The marketing of our beef is on a small 
scale. We’re not a feedlot, and we’re not 
set up to sell a high number of animals 
every year. At the same time, we try to 
promote this as a marketing strategy for 

We have always retained enough of 
our own beef to supply our family. When 
our kids were in the local 4H beef club, we 
started selling to the public. The purchasers 
of those 4H steers were very pleased with 
the quality and encouraged us to develop 
and expand. 

It’s growing slowly but surely. Every 
year we keep back more steers than the 
year before for an increasing customer 
base. The response is always strong and 
very positive because of the meat qual-
ity. The research that we’ve done shows 
in our beef.

As breeders, we choose to do multi-
trait genetic testing that, among other 
information, provides an insight into the 
carcass potential of an animal. Combined 
with testing for a “tenderness gene” and 
live animal carcass ultrasound, we feel 
the customer can have confidence; they 
know how the animal was raised and 
fed and that we have done the scientific 
work to back up the product before it’s 
even butchered. 

Terry Sunderland working at a branding on his paint gelding, Colonel. Rachelle (Shelley)  
made the wool saddle pad, another sideline business.
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AT A GLANCE

RANCH: Sunderland Ranch 
OWNERS: Terry and Rachelle Sunderland; sons, 
Borden and Tucker
NEAREST TOWN: Maple Creek, Sask.
ESTABLISHED: 1970s (second generation)
ELEVATION: 760 meters (2,500 feet+-)
ANNUAL PRECIPITATION: 280 mm (11 inches)
LAND: “Medium-sized ranch for the Maple 
Creek area.”
BREEDS: Purebred Black Angus and 
some Commercial
HERD SIZE: “Too many at calving, not enough 
in the fall.”
MAIN CATTLE BRAND: (Terry) Running Bar S 
Running Bar, LR

Running Bar S Running Bar
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WHAT WORKS FOR US

Find Your 
Nearest 
Dealer

NEW       
Bolt on     
Head         
Holder

Hi-Hog Manufactures 
Outstanding Cattle  

Bison  Equine  Rodeo 
and Oilfield Equipment

1-800-661-7002      www.hi-hog.comwww.hi-hog.com

SOLID
All Welded Construction All Welded Construction 
Unmatched Animal AccessUnmatched Animal Access

other ranchers interested in selling to the 
public. We encourage them to add value 
to their product by selling directly to 
the consumer wherever possible. On the 
economic side, this saves the customer 
hundreds of dollars by buying direct 
rather than over the counter.

With our horses, we purchase colts 
and start them here. With all our herd 
work over six or eight years, those horses 
have developed and are sold as seasoned 
ranch horses. We don’t sell a lot of horses, 
and anytime we’ve sold one, we’ve had 
good feedback.

Selling direct to the consumer is a part 
of our overall business, but it’s not the 
number one focus. It just fits in with our 
purebred and commercial operation. The 
overall marketing strategy is to make it as 
viable as possible. We’ve diversified, like I 
said, with the horses, then with the mar-
keting of beef, and on the purebred side, 
we have an annual bull sale and female 
sale in December.

The future for Sunderland Ranch is, 
well, it’s a family ranch, and even though 

they’re not here full time, there are peak 
periods like calving, artificial insemina-
tion and embryo transfers as well as sale 
prep. that they are. Our family is deeply 
integrated; Borden, Tucker and Borden’s 
fiance, Megan, are an important part of 
what we do. 

I also work off-ranch to support it, so 
it’s not like the cattle pay for everything. I 
think this paints a picture that we’re just a 
typical modern-age, ranching family trying 
to survive, just like everybody else around 
us. We’re just hoping that everything will 
line up every year so we can stay here and 
then pass it on to the next generation.” c
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“As breeders,  
we choose to do  

multi-trait genetic  
testing…”

Double Bar 7 
Cattle, RR, Borden 

Sunderland

T brand
Horse, LH, Terry 

Sunderland

SA over Bar
Cattle, LH, Tucker 

Sunderland

S over Half Diamond
Horse, LH, Borden 

Sunderland

ASSOCIATED FAMILY 
BRANDS: 
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THE WESTERNERS

Chuck Melin didn’t grow up 
in a rodeo family. He wasn’t 
born to wrestle steers. But he’s 
definitely left an indelible 
mark on the sport over the past 
fifty years. 

“I basically started on my own and 
made friends along the way,” offers 
the 71-year-old Melin, who has been 
competing in a rodeo arena for over a 
half-century. “I actually started with wild 
horse racing.”

“I met Glen Helmig in Edmonton back 
in 1969. He was a truck driver for the same 
company I was driving truck for. I loved it. 
We competed at the Calgary Stampede for 
probably 13 or 14 years.”

Melin’s crew won the Stampede 
title nearly a handful of times and cap-
tured the Canadian Wild Horse Racing 

championship in 1982. But it was steer 
wrestling that turned out to be his calling.

“Back in the early ‘70s, it was the CCA 
(Canadian Cowboys Association) that 
had most of the rodeos in Alberta,” recalls 
Melin, who later that decade also com-
peted in the Foothills Cowboys Association 
(FCA). “Then when the Lakeland (LRA) 
and Wildrose (WRA) Rodeo Associations 
came along, I started with them, and it just 
went from there.”

Along the way, Melin competed at 
the Finals in each association on several 
occasions and won the Wildrose Steer 
Wrestling Championship in 1991. How-
ever, most of his success came when he 
made the move to senior pro rodeo.

“In 2002, I was basically ready to 
quit because I had rodeoed for 30-some 
years,” reveals the Calmar, Alta., native. 

“Instead, I started in senior and then I went 
harder than ever.”

The rejuvenation led Melin to a 2004 
campaign in which he competed at over a 
hundred rodeos, the majority within the 
burgeoning Canadian Senior Pro Rodeo 
Association.

“I started in the 50+ [age group] steer 
wrestling in the seniors, but I still had my 
FCA, LRA, Wildrose and my pro permit 
cards,” he recalls. “We travelled all over the 
U.S., Texas, California, the Midwest.”

Chuck earned many accomplishments 
on the Senior Pro Rodeo trail. Over a half-
dozen Canadian steer wrestling titles, three 
World Championships, the 2005 Kenny 
McLean Memorial Cowboy of the Year 
honour, and an induction into the National 
Senior Pro Rodeo Association Hall of 
Fame in 2010.

Chuck Melin
RODEO LIFE

BY TIM ELLIS
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Melin gets one in his 
classic grasp at a 

rodeo in Hamilton, 
Montana
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THE WESTERNERS

“I was also the president of both the 
Canadian and the National associations 
at the same time,” says Melin. “That was 
something that had never been done and 
probably won’t be done again.”

That involvement in the association 
board rooms began back in the ‘70s when 
Melin was president of the Edmonton Col-
lege Rodeo Club. He also took a turn as 
president of the FCA and has continued to 
give back to the sport he dearly loves.

“Three years ago, I started another senior 
association down here in the States,” begins 
Melin, who now calls Penrose, Colorado 
home. “We formed the Professional Senior 
Rodeo Association based out of Boise, Idaho.”

“There were a bunch of people unhappy 
with the National association’s board. They 
called me and told me they had decided 
I was the guy to lead the new group. So, I 
picked a board of directors, set the rules, and 
we went from there. I was proud of starting 
it, but later I was forced out, and that basi-
cally led to my retirement.”

Hold on. Retirement?
“I’m not going to say I won’t rodeo again,” 

contends Melin. “I’ve still got my rig and my 

horses. I might go to some team ropings.”
Given his history, it may be safe to wager 

he won’t go out quietly. 
“I basically had retired from steer 

wrestling three years ago after I tore my 
shoulder out at a senior rodeo in Florence, 
Colo.,” details Melin, who now lives just 
ten minutes from that small city. “I tore my 
labrum, rotator cuff, bicep muscle. They 
had to shave my shoulder socket; it was 
major surgery.”

“I was 68 at the time, and I thought ‘I 
don’t need to do it anymore at my age.’ And 
then last year, I got the bug. I told my wife I 
was going to enter another rodeo so I could 
say I did it at 70 and that I bulldogged 
in six decades. So, I entered the rodeo in 
Florence last September. That’s the last 
steer I ran.”

“I’ve got full, 100 per cent motion back 
now. I was helping haze at a practice for 
some young guys at a neighbour’s arena, 
and they were having trouble. So, I threw a 
couple of steers down for them.”

Melin credits the recovery to years of 
hard work outside the rodeo arena.

“I’ve never worked out, never stretched 
before a rodeo,” confides Melin. “But I’ve 
always just worked. I’m outside working 
all the time.”

“The joke was I always said it hurt me too 
much, so I never stretched. I never exercised. 
But I still work outside all the time. I never sit 
around, and it’s kept me in shape. Even now, 
I’m building on our place, planting a garden 
and an orchard. I’m always staying busy.”

Off the rodeo trail, Melin was never one 
to sit around either.

“I started out as an A.I. (artificial insemi-
nation) Technician,” says Melin of his work 
outside rodeo. “I was in the liquid nitrogen 
business, and the first Edmonton dermatol-
ogy clinic to use liquid nitrogen called me.”

“That was in 1973. When I sold that busi-
ness in 2018, I had over 200 clinics using 
my services. I delivered one day a week. 
Sometimes I’d fly home from a rodeo to do 
the deliveries, and other times I’d drive back, 
sometimes 27 hours straight. Only one time 
in those 45 years did I have someone help 
me. I called my kid brother one week after I 
broke my ankle while wild horse racing.”

“And I built that business by word of 
mouth and service only; never spent a dime 
on advertising. It was the same company that 
tried to undercut and run me out of business 
the year before that I finally sold out to.”

Perhaps that same perseverance has 
kept Melin in the rodeo arena for some 52 
years. He can also credit rodeo for meeting 
his new bride, Ruth.

“I met her at a senior rodeo in Douglas, 
Wyoming in 2004. She retired from nursing 
in 2019, and we moved here. We want to 
start travelling. I bought a big motorhome 

and bumper pull. If it wasn’t for Covid and 
the price of fuel, we might be gone now.”

Current fuel costs may be an impetus for 
Melin to consider actual retirement from 
rodeo competition.

“I never made money in my rodeo 
career, but it was feasible,” reasons Melin, 
who spent $1,200 in fuel driving that new 
motorhome from Bonnyville, Alta., to his 
home in Penrose, Colorado. “There has to 
be a point where financial considerations 
outweigh the desire to compete.”

“I’m not ready to leave the rodeo indus-
try yet. I’m going to judge a couple of rodeos 
in Nebraska and West Virginia, and I plan 
to start judging for the Colorado Pro Rodeo 
Association circuit here. That will keep me 
involved and active in rodeo.”

“Rodeo is my life. It’s what I do.” c

“In 2002, I was basically ready to quit because I had rodeoed  
for 30-some years,” reveals the Calmar, Alta., native. “Instead, I started  

in senior and then I went harder than ever.”

Above: Melin drops onto a steer while competing  
at an NSPRA event in Twin Bridges, Montana

Below: Melin in action at one of the many  
CSPRA Finals that he qualified for
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MARKETPLACE

All season guest ranch 
No minimum stay

Epic trail rides! 
Snow mobile and ATV/Quad tours 

Private hot tubs
Pet Friendly

P: 250.593.9807
MontanaHillGuestRanch.com 

Historic Reesor 
Ranch

Year-round Ranch Vacations  
Group Retreats • Horse Adventure Tours  
ATV Tours • Ranch Hall Grill Grill & Bar

Cypress Hills, Canada
P: 306-662-3498 

Book Online: ReesorRanch.com

OLD BALDY RANCH 

AQHA/NFQH  
BLUE ROAN & GRULLO 

AW Blue Fire N Te 
AW Poco Kintaro 98%  

Axels N Steel Dust 98% 

P: 250-843-7337 
E: oldbaldy@hotmail.ca 

www.northernhorse.com/oldbaldy 

Learn Equine Massage 
from a teacher with  

over 30 years of massage 
experience!

7 Day and 6 Week  
Programs

www.equinerehab.ca

Certified Grass-Fed Dry-Aged Beef
Soy-Free Chicken

Heritage Pasture-Raised Pork & Lamb
Free Range Eggs & Turkey

TK Ranch, Hanna, AB
P: 403.854.8532  

E: hello@tkranch.com 

SHOP ONLINE

tkranch.com

CANADIAN COWBOY 
MARKETPLACE

FARM EQUIPMENT 
DEALERS

Tractorland Kubota
291250 Wagon Wheel Rd,  
Rockyview, AB T4A 0E2
(587) 619-6000

Ag World Equipment
30 Highway 3,  
Kinistino, SK S0J 1H0
(306) 864-2200

Hepson Equipment Inc
65 Wheat Belt Rd 
Brandon, MB R7A 5Y5
(204) 727-1050

Country Tractor
4193 Noble Rd,  
Armstrong, BC V0E 1B4
1-800-661-3141

Callaghan Farm Supply
22 Callaghan Road,  
Lindsay, ON K9V 4R4
(705) 324-8686

FARM AND RANCH  
WORK WEAR

Irvines Tack and Western Wear
29322 Range Road 292,  
Crossfield, AB T0M 0S0
(403) 946-4246

Cowtown
745 Park Street, Regina, SK, S4N 4Y4
(306) 721-2727

Stone Creek Western Shop
64C, MB-12 N,  
Steinbach, MB, R5G 1T4
(204) 326-1048

Stampede Tack and  
Western Wear
17982 56th Avenue,  
Surrey, BC, V3S 1C7
(604) 574-7427

Herberts Boots & Western Wear
85 Victoria Street West,  
Alliston, ON, L9R 1T2
(705) 435-6481 ST
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MARKETPLACE

6727 68 Ave, 
Edmonton, AB
P: 780-463-3931
TF: 866-999-3931

POOP PULVERIZER
 Â Best pasture harrow 
for the break down of 
horse & cow manure

 ÂNon-invasive — will 
not bring up rocks

 Â 5 foot for quad & 
10 foot for small 
tractors. 

 ÂCustom sizes also 
available

Perrin ~ Parsonage ~ Bertram ~ Swanson

ANNUAL PRODUCTION SALE & GUEST CONSIGNORS

Saturday, September 10, 2022 | Maple Creek Rodeo Grounds

Live sale or bid online through Jack Auction Group
306.641.9285 or info@jackauctiongroup.com

www.brewsteradventures.com   403.762.5454

L A K E  L O U I S E  &  K A N A N A S K I S

Century Old Outfitters

BUTCHER SHOPS

D'Arcy's Meat Market
#50, 40 Chisholm Ave, St. Albert, 
AB, T8N 7K6
(780) 418-1200

Main Street Meats
13 Main Street, Theodore, SK
(306) 647-2320

Timothy's Country Butcher Shop
712 Dugald Rd #27035,  
Dugald, MB R0E 0K0
(204) 853-7600

Duncan Butcher Shop
430 Trans-Canada Hwy,  
Duncan, BC V9L 3R6
(250) 748-6377

The Butcher Shoppe
121 Shorncliffe Rd,  
Etobicoke, ON M8Z 5K7
(416) 234-2290

SADDLE SHOPS AND 
LEATHER MAKERS

SS Chaps
215 1 Ave SW,  
Black Diamond, AB T0L 0H0
(403) 512-3370

Knight’s Saddlery
2436 Aberdeen Rd,  
Lower Nicola, BC V0K 1Y0
(303) 449-3537

CR Ranch Saddle Shop
Site 407, Box 9, RR #4,  
Saskatoon, SK S7K 3J7
(306) 933-4611

TNT Harness and Tack
38118 Rd 64W,  
Holland, MB R0G 0X0
(204) 526-2549

The Saddle Shack
271346, Grey Road 6,  
Mount Forest, ON N0G 2L0
(519) 323-0056

TRAILER SALES

Bar T5 Trailers
208036, 274 Ave West,  
Millarville, AB T0L 0A4
(403) 931-2212

Reimer Ranching Supplies
10509 Snell Rd W,  
Vanderhoof, BC V0J 3A2
(250) 567-8590

Kramer Trailer Sales Ltd.
SK-16, North Battleford,  
SK S9A 3W8
(306) 445-2377

Advantage Auto 
 and Trailer Sales Ltd.
770 Highland Ave,  
Brandon, MB R7C 1A7
(204) 729-8989

Fletcher Trailers
2173 Cockshutt Rd,  
Waterford, ON N0E 1Y0
(519) 443-7333ST

O
CK

.A
DO

BE
.C

O
M

/ 
LI

G
HT

FI
EL

D 
ST

U
DI

O
S

ST
O

CK
.A

DO
BE

.C
O

M
/ T

ED
I S

 P
HO

TO
G

RA
PH

Y 
| S

TO
CK

.A
DO

BE
.C

O
M

/ 
RA

W
PI

XE
L.

CO
M

53cowboycountrymagazine.com

https://www.inlineindustries.ca
https://www.jackauctiongroup.com/default.htm
https://www.brewsteradventures.com
https://cowboycountrymagazine.com
http://cowboycountrymagazine.com


COWBOY POETRY

Fire Side
BY FRED MILLER 

Gather round the fire, folks
I’ll tell to you my tale

Of guns an’ stock an’ riders
And of moonlight on the trail
Of rock an’ rain an’ sunshine
In an almost forgotten time

Of trails all growed over
‘Mongst the high up twisted pine
Of the view you get of sundown

When you sit at timberline
Of the cracklin’ of a fire

When it’s fed with spruce or pine
Of the smell of sweatin’ horses

Or of sleepin’ on the ground
An’ that cup of mornin’ coffee

When there just ain’t any sound
Of the quiet before the thunder

When Ma Nature holds her breath
An’ the winds from out the mountain, cold

Like it’s blowed ‘cross the face of death
Of spurs an’ boots an’ saddles

Of hobbles, packs an’ ropes
Of moose an’ elk an’ whisky jacks

And life upon the slopes
It’s a country with the bark on

It’s rough, but then again
People stop to say, “Hello”

For it brings out the best in men.

Fire Side by Fred Lawrence Miller (May 24, 1955–Nov 3, 2012) 
 was excerpted from his only book of poetry, Leftovers,  

Latigoes & Lies. Fred was a popular outfitter, noted mule  
man and highly-regarded cowboy poet from Alberta
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