
Dakota (pictured in front) and 
Jesse (pictured behind) Brant 
are Mohawk nation women, twin 
sisters, living and operating 
their jewelry manufacturing 
company, Sapling & Flint, in 
their home village of Ohswé:ken 
in Six Nations of the Grand 
River Territory in Ontario. 
Inspired by their shared vision 
to tell traditional stories through 
their gold and silver pieces, 
these business savvy Indigenous 
women are carving out a niche 
for themselves around the world 
through their online sales and 
from their gallery. 

@saplingandflint
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CASTING a new story
There are many ways to tell stories, especially stories that represent over 400 years 
of cultural tradition. Dakota (pictured in front), and twin sister, Jesse (pictured  
behind) Brant, are showcasing the rich legacy of Turtle Island (North America) 
by sharing the stories that inspire and inform their innovative, hand-crafted gold 
and silver jewelry. The Brant sisters have found their own unique way to capture 
and preserve the spirit and meaning of their Indigenous heritage, a way that 
beautifully illustrates the power of story and symbol.

Their business, named Sapling & Flint, comes from the Haudenosaunee creation, 
where Sapling & Flint are the names of the twin creators of the universe. Both 
an online business and retail gallery shop, Sapling & Flint is situated on the Six 
Nations of the Grand River Territory in their home village of Ohswé:ken, in 
Ontario. As Indigenous entrepreneurs, Dakota and Jesse are fulfilling their vision 
of providing arts-based opportunities within their community, in a business they 
started in 2014, and launched fulltime in 2017.

Innovative in their crafted approach to a long held Indigenous tradition - 
silversmithing -  the Brant sisters, while being astute modern business women, 
have succeeded in finding a way to carve out a living and a lifestyle that satisfies 
their desire and passion to live on their tribal territory. As Mohawk Turtle clan 
women, the twin sisters continue to find new ways to share their intention to 
revitalize their cultural traditions and be role models for Indigenous youth in 
their community.

Dakota – Teyotsihstokwáthe (her traditional name meaning ‘A Shining 
Constellation’) – is a multi-passionate mother of a five year old boy. In addition 
to her role of entrepreneur and community supporter, Dakota is also a regalia 
maker, artist, performer and a frequent international speaker on Indigenous 
issues.  She holds a Master’s of Community Planning from the University of 
British Columbia… and prides herself in being a volunteer firefighter with the Six 
Nations Fire & Emergency Services.

Jesse - Yonenyà:kenht (“transparent stone” referring to the Herkimer diamonds 
that grow in the Mohawk Valley) is mother to two children – a six year old 
daughter and a three year old son. Jesse is an accomplished Silversmith based 
on training that she received from George Brown College in Toronto, where she 
had access to world-class jewelers and artists, in addition to learning traditional 
techniques throughout her youth, from knowledgeable local cutters. And if she 
wasn’t busy enough, Jesse is also Captain of the Six Nations Fire & Emergency 
Services, supported by her knowledge and training as a Primary Care Paramedic 
from the Ontario College of Health & Technology.
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“OUR STAFF ARE 

THE FACE OF OUR 

BRAND, AND WE ARE 

SO HAPPY TO HAVE 

SUCH TALENTED 

LOCAL PEOPLE 

WORKING WITH US.” 

- DAKOTA

Given all the roles and responsibilities the Brant sisters shoulder, inherent 
in their values is their mutual desire to safeguard their hometown and their 
way of life – a life based on ceremony and community support.  Living 
and working in a place where they can truly be themselves factored into 
their decision to set up their business on their traditional lands. Raising 
Kanyen’kéha speaking children was also a strong motivation for Dakota 
and Jesse to make Ohswé:ken their permanent home after their education, 
training and travelling.  

So how do these two entrepreneurs manage their lives and businesses? 
Childcare is definitely a challenge as most enterprising, rural women 
would agree. Dakota takes her five year old into the shop with her, while 
Jesse does a lot of her creative work from home where she can oversee 
her children. In managing their business, Dakota handles the growth and 
development of their brand, while Jesse focuses on their operations. And 

integral to the Sapling & Flint operations is the local talent they are able to provide apprenticeship and 
employment to.  

Says Dakota, “Our staff are the face of our brand, and we are so happy to have such talented local people 
working with us.”

A recent development the Brant sisters made to their business this year was to offer a full wholesale catalogue 
of their gold and silver jewelry and accessories. Being able to manufacture their pieces in-house, with 
equipment purchased in the last few years, has played a pivotal role in their capacity to offer a wholesale 
inventory as all original designs, casting and finishing are done on site. Their ability to scale production and 
grow their staff, as they respond to the growing demand for their story-inspired jewelry pieces, has been 
game changing.

Like other small businesses affected by Covid in the past 20 months, Dakota and Jesse quickly saw that 
strengthening their e-commerce operations would help them not only sustain their business, but grow it out 
into the world in ways their brick and mortar shop couldn’t reach.
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DAKOTA (LEFT): 
Personal daytimer (paper)
Longhouse ceremonies 
Travel

THINGS 
I CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT3

JESSE (RIGHT): 
Homesteading lifestyle
5.11 Shoulder Bag
Netflix (while designing)
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It was a great decision, and the two women are working hard to keep up with the orders and interest they are generating.
Internet connectivity is also a challenge the Sapling & Flint owners share with other rural entrepreneurs everywhere. 
Often during peak day time hours they struggle to get online to deal with everyday business functions.

During off work hours you can find each of the sisters enjoying their own individual soulful pursuits. Jesse is developing 
a sustainable homesteading lifestyle in which she cans and preserves the produce she grows. Dakota takes an active role in 
Indigenous ceremonies, travelling for competitions and pow wows when she is able. Both of these women love being out 
on the land and the nature-based lifestyle they are able to live and enjoy with their families and community. It allows them 
the time to let the peace and tranquility of the outdoors bring them back to what is most important to them.

What advice would these entrepreneurs give to other aspiring Indigenous and non-Indigenous women entrepreneurs 
seeking to grow flourishing businesses?

Dakota has this to say, “You have got to be online. A great online presence allows you to bring your goods and services to 
the world. E-commerce has been the best thing that could happen for rural businesses like ours. Learn how to build your 
brand and be consistent with your social media. Technology moves very quickly and you need to move quickly with it.”

We absolutely agree!

Photographer Ian Maracle is a 

communications specialist and digital 

media creator from Six Nation of the 

Grand River reservation in Southern 

Ontario. Maracle grew up with a 

passion to create and has now brought 

his dream of working in the arts to 

life. His professional work has been 

published nationwide and his work 

continues to be sought after. He works 

with youth from his community and 

hopes to inspire the next generation to 

continue to create and tell Indigenous 

stories.




