
The Yukon Soaps Company 
is an Indigenous-owned and 
operated business in Mayo, 
Yukon Canada. Owner Joella 
Hogan creates beautiful, 
hand-crafted soaps, shampoo 
bars, essential oil blends and 
so much more featuring wild 
rose petals, juniper berries and 
the beadwork of Indigenous 
artisans. These soaps are infused 
and imprinted with the spirit 
of the Yukon and made with 
meticulous care by Hogan. Visit 
www.yukonsoaps.com.

Northern Canada is home to many hardy and vivacious 
women and Joella Hogan is one you need to meet. 

Living a heart-centred life in the small, remote community 
of Mayo, Yukon (population 400), Hogan stays in touch 
with her Indigenous roots where her business, The Yukon 
Soaps Company, is situated. Here Hogan revels in her ability 
to create a good life that is simple, while surrounded by a 
close-knit community of enterprising women. 

“I had no idea about business when I bought the company,” 
Hogan laughingly says. “Soap making is the easiest part 
about this business. Often I say ‘yes’ to requests and I figure 
it out later.” 

She credits her team of friends for helping her get things 
done. The Yukon Soaps Company was in operation for 13 
years before Hogan decided to take a leap and purchase the 
company in 2011 and as the ‘Maker,’ Hogan has realized 
over time that people want to connect with her. 

“I’ve learned that I am ‘the brand’,” she says. “That means 
that how I do business represents my values.”

Hogan relies heavily on her connection to the land for 
her own mental health as well as to harvest plants for her 
unique natural products. Spending time in the forest is 

essential to her creativity – and her identity. She treasures 
her connection to the Grandmothers who have lived here 
and honours their wisdom, teachings and language in her 
everyday life while she brings more of her culture into her 
business offerings. 

Hogan sees a growing interest in Canada’s North and 
Indigenous People and the importance of showing her 
culture in a good way – a way that has integrity. As a strong 
woman, she uses her voice to bring light to different issues 
as she recognizes that people often desire a connection with 
her in addition to purchasing her soaps.  

To be honest she says, “I am learning as I go!” Hogan 
reveals she is still experimenting with  how to share what 
is inherently a part of her lineage and heritage with her 
followers and customers. One such experiment was a recent 
product enhancement - an image of traditional bead work 
printed on dissolvable paper and applied to a bar of soap. It 
was well received.

The Yukon Soaps Company is marketed as ‘a soap that 
Yukoners use’. With that message it is important to Hogan 
that she still prices her crafted products reasonably so 
they continue to be within reach for people in her own 
community to purchase. 
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OWNER/OPERATOR OF THE YUKON SOAPS COMPANY, JOELLA HOGAN IS ON 

TRACK TO INSTIGATE CHANGE AND RAISE AWARENESS OF THE BEAUTY AND 
CULTURE OF THE NORTH. 
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@YUKONSOAPSCOMPANY

Hogan’s business mission is to position her brand as the 
Yukon’s ‘Best Soap Maker’. One of her current goals is to 
make a line of Indigenous soaps with ingredients such 
as locally picked Juniper, amidst ongoing new product 
requests, so it may be awhile before additional household 
staples are added to her product line she says. 

Another goal Hogan would like to accomplish is to take her 
studio out of her basement and build a studio in downtown 
Mayo, where she would hire local talent while investing in 
the infrastructure of her community.

 “It would be a place where people can test out their business 
ideas, a place where a micro-business can get their start,” 
explains Hogan. 

Educationally, Hogan is trained in Environmental Sciences 
and Community Development. Alongside her soap business 
this community leader does contract work for her First 
Nations – leading the development of a cultural centre in 
her community. 

The centre will focus on connecting local people back to 
the land and culture on a path of wellness. At 43-years-old 

- this woman is a force of good for the community she loves 
and cares about deeply.

How does Hogan keep her life and business on track?

If Hogan had one wish it would be to have more time to do 
things that feed into her creativity. Simple things such as 
berry picking on the land are usually the first things to go 
when she is busy and fulfilling all the responsibilities she 
carries. Juggling many roles is exciting, but often tiresome 
at the same time. 

Hogan admits, “It’s hard to walk the talk all the time. I do 
my best at task management – but I can only do so much. 
I am working at being more authentic in how I handle my 
time and energy.” 

One of the ways she says she acknowledges herself, is not to 
make soap when she is angry or upset, because she doesn’t 
want to put that energy or intention into her products. 

“I’m still Joella. I still like to take road trips, spend time 
with my Gramma or just watch Netflix for the evening,” 
says Hogan. 

“I’VE LEARNED 
THAT I AM ‘THE 
BRAND’. THAT 
MEANS THAT HOW 
I DO BUSINESS 
REPRESENTS MY 
VALUES.” 

JOELLA
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3 things 
I CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT 

1. COFFEE
2. THE FOREST 
3. GOOD SOAP
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With that she tries to cut herself some slack when she 
needs some downtime. Time with a community elder fills 
her up in ways that help settle any anxiety and help her get 
refocused again. 

What advice does Hogan have for other enterprising 
women? Here she is clear:

“Really think about ‘Why’ you’re going into business.”

“Know the risks involved with your business.”

“Create your team of people, you can’t do it alone.”

“Don’t underestimate the time it takes to do things - set 
good boundaries.”

In terms of leaving a legacy Hogan will continue to put her 
energy into creating ways and opportunities to support 
other women to start micro-businesses. Her desire is to 

help others gain skills and support as she recognizes that 
the health and vibrancy of her community is linked to the 
wellbeing of those who reside there. 

This is how this trailblazing woman will continue to ‘raise 
the bar’.

PHOTOGRAPHER JENNY IMBEAU OF JENNIFER MARIE 
PHOTOGRAPHY. Jenny is a proud born and raised Yukoner.  Being a 
part of a small community has blessed her with deep roots, an amazing 
support system and many exciting opportunities. Jennifer started doing 
photography over ten years ago and her support system has been by her 
side the entire journey. As a local photographer she has been lucky to 
be apart of many adventures, including; capturing a royal visit, scouting 
mountain tops in a helicopter, travelling to location in a float plane, 
working with local TV celebrities and now an integral piece of Trailblazher 
and a part of the inspiring community of women supporting women. Find 
Jennifer a on IG @jmphotographyt  
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