
THE ART OF PAULINE  NYKOLYSHYN

FeatherARTISTS OF A

After her two children had grown up, Métis artist Pauline Nykolyshyn 
was looking for a change in direction. She found it in teachings from 
her mother, Elder Mae Louise Campbell, who operated the Shaganappi 
Gift Gallery in Winnipeg for several years. “She’s the lovely person that 
taught me how to incorporate what I feel into beautiful pieces of art,” 
says Nykolyshyn. “I remembered all those teachings from my mother as a 
young girl, and I just started incorporating them into who I am today and 

what makes me feel good as a person.”
These teachings led to her artistic calling: Earth-to-Home Creations. 

Nykolyshyn’s signature mixed-media pieces feature elegant driftwood, 
beading, and the central focal point: delicately hand-painted feathers. 

“Everything I use is repurposed from Mother Earth: the driftwood, the 
feathers from the birds, the stones from the oceans.” 
Primarily working with peacock and pheasant feathers, 

Nykolyshyn crafts powerful scenes that focus on the 
strength of women.

“We are the birthers, we are the gifters of life,”  
she says. “I think that when women can 
join together, the healing powers become 

so immense and so strong.” A prime 
example is her favourite piece, Grandmothers’ 

Prayer. The painting in the feather depicts three 
Elders, interwoven with delicate tree branches and 

the full moon. “It’s the women praying—you’re always 
praying to the moon, you’re praying for peace and you’re 
praying for health.”

What makes these pieces truly special is 
their spontaneity; Nykolyshyn allows the 

design to manifest as she works. “A lot of it 
has to do with what I’m feeling that day, and of 

course a lot of it has to do with the size and the 
shape of the feather itself. Between my mind and 
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the beautiful canvas of the feather 
that I have to work on, it just comes 
together naturally, the way they 
are.” The finicky nature of feathers 
requires several layers of coating and 
paint; combined with the painstaking 
work of drilling holes in the wood 
and hanging beads, each piece takes 
over 12 hours to complete. She also 
makes and sells traditional red 
willow dreamcatchers, as well as 
smudge kits. 

Every piece is made with the 
same intent: to share wisdom and 
make connections. “I always say,  
‘If I’ve even gotten someone to stop 
and take a look at what I do, then 
I’ve accomplished what I needed  
to accomplish.’”  
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Interested in your own piece of 
Earth-to-Home art? You can find 
out more and get in touch with 
Pauline at pnykol@hotmail.com.PH
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