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A R T S  &  C U L T U R E

When Amber Paquette was announced as the sixth 
Historian Laureate for the City of Edmonton, it was 
March 2020. The multidisciplinary artist, storyteller, 
and interpreter served her pandemic term mostly 
virtually and on her own, but ultimately it fuelled 
the project she had been dreaming about for the two 
previous years. In June of 2022, the first episode of her 
new documentary series premiered at the Art Gallery 
of Alberta, and more of the Miskamowin project is 
already in production. She is expecting another busy 
summer, including more of the film series and her 
work as an Indigenous Peoples Interpreter at Fort 
Edmonton Park.

How did your path as an historian develop?
I’m mostly a storyteller and an interpreter. 

Interpreters kind of take what historians do and we 
interpret it and make it relatable and understandable 
to the general public. And that comes with storytelling 
inherently. Interpretation is its own art. It’s something 
that I’ve been trying to develop over many years.

What were you doing before then?
I was in MacEwan University for massage therapy 

and it wasn’t clicking, and then I finally stumbled 
upon my family ancestry because I wanted to go about 
getting my Métis card. That led me down a path of 
discovering a lot of things. My family, we come from 
a pretty difficult background. I’m the only person 
in my generation that’s gone to university. My mom, 
my siblings, my aunts, my uncles, my cousins, 
unfortunately went through the system or through 
prison. My mom is an alcoholic to this day and my own 
father is in prison for life for the murder of a young 
girl. So we come from a pretty difficult upbringing, but 
I’ve always been a storyteller. Ever since I was really 
young, I loved stories, I loved to write, and you could 
say that a lot of my escape came in the form of stories 
and writing.

How do you see history & art intersecting? 
I tell stories in all of my visual artwork, I tell stories 

in my writing, and I tell stories when I’m interpreting.  
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But especially as nehiyawak people and Métis people, 
we’re oral people and we love to tell stories. It’s just 
innately in us, like we can’t help it. It’s very much 
a labour of passion and love, and finding the best 
mediums to just share that art and those stories. And 
film is just an incredible collaborative medium where 
you can have artists and writers and musicians. We 
recorded a lot of our own music [for the episode] 
with incredible artists like Brianna Lizotte, the fiddle 
player. We collaborated with Sgwe Productions, who 
are the Nakota Alexis singers out in Alexis First Nation. 
There’s a lot going on in these documentaries. It’s not 
just history—it’s about showcasing our stories, talents, 
histories, and legacies.

How did the Miskamowin documentary  
series develop?

We anticipate there being up to 10 […] It was 
normally supposed to be a timeline of 13,000 years 
to present. However, it was only supposed to be 20 
minutes each. The first episode is an hour long, and 
that just focuses on purely the archeological sites and 
ancient history here in Amiskwaciy, in kayâseskamik, 
which means ‘the ancient world.’ […] The first episode 
is an uncovering and discovery of the places and the 
people that have always been here—and the ancient 
sites that we walk on every single day—that we have no 
collective memory of.

How has the expansion at Fort Edmonton Park 
transformed your work there?

Our goal is to be one of the top cultural heritage 
and living museum sites in the world. And we can 
actually obtain that, which is pretty incredible, because 
of what we have. The IPE, the Indigenous Peoples 
Experience, is a very incredible space—a sacred space. 
There’s hundreds of Elders and Knowledge Keepers 
and Holders, artists and ceremony people, who poured 
their work and their knowledge and their voices 
into that space, and we have over 10,000 pieces of 
information alone in our one space. So we are often the 
first contact for a lot of Canadians, a lot of visitors, a 
lot of immigrants, a lot of tourists, and sometimes for 
Indigenous Peoples themselves. Having a space like 
that now, as opposed to just two tipis outside a fort, is 
world-changing.

What else does this summer bring for you?
We’ll be doing a lot of workshops. My partner and 

I, we’re making a mîkiwahp tipi business, where we 
sew and make tipis traditionally, and we give tipi 
workshops and teachings. We’re going to be doing 
that both at Fort Edmonton Park and at other places, 
and I’ll also be doing traditional pottery workshops, 
and then hopefully introducing some flint knapping 
workshops as well.  

Watch the Documentary for Free Online
To watch Miskamowin's first episode: 
kayâseskamik: "The Ancient World" (and to see 
the series develop further!), visit miskamowin.com
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