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Cultural Days has been set aside for 30th of SEPTEMBER, to give space 

exclusively for events organized to commemorate the National Day for 

Truth and Reconciliation, including those sharing First nations, Métis, 

and/or Inuit experiences and perspectives celebrating the creative and 

cultural expressions of Indigenous people and communities. 

The day honours the lost children and Survivors of residential schools, their 

families and communities. Public commemoration of the tragic and painful 

history and ongoing impacts of residential schools is a vital component of 

the reconciliation process. 
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Gordon Miller is a member of Mattagami First 

Nation, a Cree and Ojibwa visual artist and 

writer in Oakville, Ontario. Millar has 

experienced part of his life as an invisible 

minority with an internal and unacknowledged 

otherness. He has been wandering and 

unknowingly seeking a fulfillment and peace in 

his life. Since he embraced his multicultural 

roots, however, he has achieved a spiritual and 

cultural rebirth that is now reflected in his art and writing. 

The artist has created 20 art paintings that correspond to a specific poem and 

theme such as creation, caribou, the storyteller, powwow dancer, the 

windigo, three sisters, Crowfoot's words, the guardian, going home, seven 

clans of the Anishinawbe, and Kokum's gift. Kokum's 

Gift: Teachings from Ojibway and Cree Spirituality, 

Culture, and Traditions is a unique publication that is 

part art exhibition catalogue, part historical 

photograph archive, part quotable quote, and part 

poetry collection.  The content was developed into a 

cohesive whole. The second section of this 99-page 

book is a selection of quotes from historical figures 



such as Tecumseh, Red Cloud, Chief Seattle, Chief Dan George, and Black 

Elk. The next section includes twelve pieces of original paintings such as the 

moving piece, Treaty 9 Mattagami Post 1909. The final selection includes 

family archival black-and- white photographs called "my photographs of a 

proud and self-reliant people". These images show family in front of their 

log home, a couple picking blueberries, children posing in front of a one-

room schoolhouse, and a family summer camp. 
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Alberta UNBOUND: Truth and Reconciliation Week 27 September—1 

October 2022: https://www.gordonmillerart.com/  
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Welcome To Caribou Issue Number 65 Artwork by Gordon Miller 
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THE GUARDIAN ISSUE NUMBER 57 ARTWORK BY GORDON 

MILLER 



In August, 1943, Miller's mother, Alice and his eleven-year-old sister 

Lillian, flew from the town of Gogama in Northern Ontario to visit family in 

Biscotasing. The small plane in which they were travelling crashed on 

landing in Lake Biscotasing killing its passengers. The tragedy altered life 

forever for twelve-year-old Gordon and his father, James Wishart Miller. 


