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I'll Have What He's Having
BY KIM SPENCER

In 2016 
a restaurant in Surrey, BC 
added a shooter to their menu 
called the Willie Pickton. 

It was listed with other drinks 
named, !e Hulk 
and Superman. 

Was that how they viewed Willie Pickton, 
as a hero? 
An action "gure? 

I imagined ignorant, 
calloused patrons 
pulling up a seat at the bar 
saying, Hey bartender, 
I’ll get the Willie Pickton, 
as he chuckles.  

His buddy jeers-in, 
I’ll have what he’s having.
!ey laugh some more, 
Cheers
and slam back their shots. 

In 2007 
Willie Pickton 
was convicted of killing 
six women. 
Although charged with the murder 
of an additional twenty women, 
who’s DNA 
was found 
on his property. 
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He boasted 
to an undercover police o#cer 
that the actual number 
of women he killed 
was 49, 
he was trying for 50. 

He lamented in his jail cell 
that he’d come up just shy 
of that number, 
I wanted one more 
to make it the Big Five-0. 

Finding the human remains 
on his farm 
was challenging, 
as there were several 
gruesome ways 
Willie Pickton disposed of them. 
!ey are too disturbing 
to share. 

He’s viewed 
as the worst 
serial killer 
in our history. 

Willie Pickton is White. 
Most of the women he killed 
were Aboriginal. 

When the news broke 
about the Pickton farm, 
mainstream society 
likely grimaced,
then looked the other way. 
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Changed the channel. 
What happened on that farm 
was too horrid 
to comprehend. 

It was our reality though. 
Indigenous peoples 
recent, 
traumatic, 
lived reality. 
!e very one 
society 
keeps telling us, 
to get over. 

!e Pickton farm 
was an unspeakably 
painful time 
in the history of Indigenous people. 
It still is. 

!e actions of that restaurant 
were deliberate. 
Measured. 

One doesn’t 
mistakenly choose 
a name for a drink 
and then print up a menu
for it.

How long before 
the story broke,
was the 
Willie Pickton shooter 
on the menu?
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How many people 
saw the drink listed 
and said nothing? 
Chuckled at it? 
Drank it? 

!is 
is what 
being Indigenous 
in Canada 
looks like. 
!ese experiences 
are what we’re continually told 
to get over.


