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BY ISABELLE SOUTHCOTT | isabelle@prliving.ca

When Pat Krell joined the Order of the East-
ern Star service club in February 1987 she 
was a single mom, living in Townsite work-

ing for what is now called the Ministry of Children and 
Family Development. 

She joined because 50 members were needed to 
form a chapter here.

Pat, whose dad had been a Mason, knew what the Ma-
sonic family was all about. She’d served on the council of 
Job’s Daughters, the Masonic affiliate for young women.

But once the chapter was up and running, she was 
hooked. 

“It became important to me because of the work the 
Eastern Star does,” she explained. “My mum passed 
away from cancer and at that point most of the money 

we made from fundraising went to support cancer ini-
tiatives like dressings for cancer patients.”

But “The Star,” as she calls it, is about more than that. 
“The people I’d been on Council with at Job’s all became 
Star members.” She met new people locally and beyond 
when she attended BC & Yukon Grand Chapter ses-
sions. “I’ve met people from all over: Whitehorse, Ques-
nel and even the United States. You meet a lot of people 
through service clubs and make a lot of good friends,” 
says Pat, who has been secretary, on and off, for more 
than 20 years.  In recognition of her dedication, Pat was 
presented with a commission to the Grand Chapter of 
Georgia in early January.

Over the past 20 years, though, she’s seen her club 
dwindle from 50 members to just 12 active members – 
and they’re all over the age of 60. Their newest member 
joined about three years ago.

For those members who remain, it’s difficult to ac-
complish as much as they’d like. “We do what we 
can,” says Pat. The local order gives a $500 scholarship 
to a Brooks student each year, donates money for service 
dogs for children with autism, provides free dressings 
for cancer patients, and supports other cancer-related 
initiatives. 

The Order of the Eastern Star is not alone in its mem-
bership woes. Some long-time Powell River service clubs 
have already disbanded: the Loyal Order of the Moose 
(1925 to 2008), the Women of the Moose (1950 to 2008), 
the Lions Club (1946 to 1984 and 1992 to 2017), The 
Powell River Knights of Pythias Lodge #48 – the first 
fraternal group founded in Powell River (1912 to 1986), 
the Pythian Sisters (1916 to 2000), the Elks of Canada 
and Job’s Daughters are no longer active. Some of Pow-
ell River’s remaining service clubs, including Kiwanis 

Long Live
Long Live

Service Clubs
Service Clubs

They built Powell River. 
They’re behind nearly all of 
our big events. They raise 
hundreds of thousands 
for local causes. They’ve 
given generations of locals 
meaning, purpose and 
lifelong friendships. 
Now, many have disbanded 
and those that remain are 
struggling for new blood. 
In 2020, is the era of the 
service club over? 

(Or we’ll lose  Powell River as we know it)

(Or we’ll lose  Powell River as we know it)
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IMAGINE A POWELL RIVER WITHOUT SER-
VICE CLUBS: Rotary members volunteer hundreds of 
hours to make the Festival of Performing Arts (see Page 40) 
happen, according to long-time Rotarian Joyce Carlson. Here, 
pianist Jaid Kerzakow and dancer Katie Dohm perform at last 
year’s festival: the 75th.  photos by Robert Colasanto

Who originated the Powell River 
Festival of Performing Arts? 

A Service Club did, 
of course.

The Powell River Music Festival started in 1945 
with both the The Pythian Sisters White Temple 
#11 and The Powell River Knights of Pythias Lodge 
#48. Eileen Brown was one of the ushers at the mu-
sic festival many years ago and remembers that she 
and the others would put on their white dresses and 
escort people to their seats.

She joined the Pythian Sisters when she was 16. 
She’s now 96. 

The Pythian Sisters became dormant in Powell 
River in 2000. With the Knights of Pythias already 
closed, and faced with declining membership, clos-
ing their club was their only option. 

Rotary took over the music festival in 1987 – the 
same one that starts on February 22. 

Long Live
Long Live

Service Clubs
Service Clubs
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and Rotary, have far fewer members than in their hey-
day and are making changes to attract members. Rotary 
and Toastmasters recently announced a partnership to 
allow their members to grow professionally while mak-
ing a difference in the world at the same time. 

Across Canada in the 20th century, service-
built communities took on projects that went beyond 
the responsibility of governments. The burgeoning mid-
dle class acted on their social obligations to their fellow 
citizens with sons and daughters often following their 
parents into these same associations and learning the 
intrinsic benefits of helping to build their community.

Locally, it would be impossible to overstate the im-
pact of service clubs – even now. Members build parks 
and playgrounds, fund scholarships, organize events 
including the Powell River Festival of Performing Arts, 
Soap Box Derby, Preschool Carnival, Easter Egg Hunt, 
and Bike Rodeo. They help out at Dry Grad and Black-
berry Festival and have funded amenities such as the 
climbing wall at Townsite Market, the library’s Maker-
space, a shelter at the dog park; volunteers monitor the 
Kiwanis Lifeline and much, much more. Our commu-
nity would be a much different place without them.

Why, then, is membership declining? The simplest 
answer, in some cases, is that long-time members are dy-
ing of old age and clubs are unable to attract new mem-
bers. For example, Marilyn Brooks, a 25-year member 
of the Powell River Lions Club, (which aided children with 
disabilities), said that when the club disbanded two years 
ago, it had just 10 elderly members (only one was under 65). 

“To chair a meeting, you have to be able to hear,” she 
quipped.

Marilyn believes that social shifts over the last 40 
years can be blamed for declining membership.

“The younger generations aren’t interested in joining 
service clubs the way the previous generations did,” said 
the Lions’ Marilyn. “With two people working they’re 
tired by the end of the day and don’t have time.”

The Eastern Star’s Pat agrees times have changed. 
“When people have kids, they are both working.”

In other words, without a parent at home during 
the day, evenings and weekends fill up with domestic 
chores, which both parents are responsible to manage. 
It’s this phase in life that historically filled service clubs’ 
new members rosters.

It’s an analysis many groups share.
Long-time Rotarian Ross Cooper added, “Young 

people are very civic-minded and want to contribute but 
they don’t want to go to a meeting or belong to some-
thing. So, the structure of the past is in conflict with the 
future. Adaptation is the only way for the torch to be 
passed on.”

However, Kiwanis president Robert Maitland doesn’t 
think there’s an easy answer. “Young people today don’t 
seem to want to join service clubs, and I don’t know why.”

Kiwanis’ 18 members recently undertook a member-
ship drive, during which they directly approached 100 
locals their own members had identified as potential 
candidates. The result? Zero new members. 

Are there other reasons why people aren’t 
joining service clubs like they used to? Are we just 
lazier than our predecessors? Are we slactivists: content 
to support a political or social cause using social me-
dia rather than showing up, volunteering in person and 
helping out? Or is it because we’re so protective of our 
time that we don’t want to attend weekly meetings and 
recite pledges?

Declining membership for service clubs isn’t unique 
to Powell River. All across the country, they’re hav-

ing a difficult time attracting and retaining  Millennials 
and Gen Xers – the 25- to 55-year-olds. As long-time 
members age and pass on, the future of many organiza-
tions is uncertain. 

One organization that is thriving is 100 Plus 
Women Who Care. It isn’t technically a service club, 
but perhaps it’s a model for the future. The two-year-old 
group currently has 162 members, more than any other 
local service club. Spokesperson Tara Chernoff says they 
always welcome new members. “The more members we 
have, the more impact we have,” she says. 

100 Plus Women Who Care meets four times a year 
and members are required to bring $50 to each meeting 
(or $200 a year). No volunteer hours are required but 
members are asked to attend the four, one-hour meet-
ings annually.

HAPPY TO HELP: Members of Powell River’s 100 Plus 
Women Who Care (top) love raising and donating money to 
local non-profits; Order of the Eastern Star member Pat Krell 
(centre left) recently recognized for her long-term commit-
ment was installed as the newest Grand Representative to 
Georgia; while Rotarians Deborah Jenkins and Dan Devita 
(right) cook up a feast for a community Christmas breakfast; 
Kiwanis Club members make a donation to the Powell River 
Food Bank and Brooks Interactors pack bags for the Every-
body Deserves a Smile Project.
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Tara thinks this model is attractive because it’s easy 
and effective. In just over two years the group has collec-
tively raised over $100,000 for local non-profits in Pow-
ell River. Meetings nurture a positive vibe and members 
leave feeling good about their contribution. As well, ev-
ery single dollar goes to the non-profits as there are no 
admin or overhead fees. 

“Any costs that would normally be incurred are do-
nated by local businesses,” said Tara. The Town Centre 
Hotel donates the meeting space and Community For-
est gave the group a matching grant for 2019. As well, 
non-profits receive a platform to connect with over 100 
supportive, community minded people. The group re-
cently launched a junior membership for youth. Their 
commitment is $20 per meeting. 

First Credit Union’s retail manager Lorraine Allman 
is a member of both the Sunrise Rotary Club and 100 
Plus Women Who Care. She recognizes that what she 
gets out of the two models is quite different. “The biggest 
punch for me is how much financial impact 100 Plus 
Women can have on an organization, with very little 
personal time commitment, for $200 a year,” she says. 

Traditional clubs, like Rotary, give her a more round-
ed, grounded experience. “I joined Rotary to meet new 
people outside of my normal circle and to network. I ap-
preciate physically doing things for people and our com-
munity – but that is also the reason traditional clubs 

have difficulty recruiting. Most people are afraid of hav-
ing to give too much of their time and may be a bit ner-
vous to walk through the door and join,” she says.  She 
thinks traditional clubs need to allow people to come on 
their own terms and not feel pressured into doing more 
than they can manage.

Powell River Living’s manager of accounts receiv-
able Alena Devlin, a mother of three young children, 
is a member of 100 Plus Women Who Care. 

“I may not be able to donate my time to local organi-
zations but this group allows me to donate in a way that 
is easy and I know that my contributions are helping lo-
cal charities in a big way.”

While 100 Plus Women Who Care is a formidable 
fundraising model, it doesn’t replace the role of tradi-
tional service clubs: the hands-on helping, the camara-
derie between generations and across social divides, and 
the commitment to a higher moral purpose. 

It’s hard to imagine a future Powell River 
without service clubs. No memorial bricks at the 
Viewpoint. No water park, no pavilion,  no children’s 
playground and no adult exercise equipment at Willing-
don. Who would organize the Festival of Performing 
Arts? Who would help organize the Brooks Jazz Dinner 
and collect their silent auction items? Where would all 
the money come from that service clubs raise to donate 
to bursaries? There’d be no Rotary Interact to teach high 
school students the value of service work or provide 
them with the opportunity to travel to other commu-
nities to look at career options, or change places with 
another student on the other side of the world. 

Without service clubs, Powell River and the world 
would be a different place. Much of what we take for 
granted would be gone, including the opportunity for 
personal growth, networking and the chance to help 
others, and to make a difference in the world as a group. 
The work that Rotary has carried out world-wide for the 
past 30 years to stamp out polio would never have hap-
pened. There would not be a 99.9 per cent reduction in 
polio cases world-wide without this huge international 
effort. Think of a Powell River without a Kiwanis Vil-
lage and Manor – where many of our low income and 
elderly live.

The Eastern Star’s Pat Krell feels sad about this seem-
ing end-of-an-era. She hopes the Order will recover. But 
she also knows that the world is changing.

“I am hopeful that the younger generation will real-
ize that without service clubs many of the things people 
take for granted will not happen.” 

“I joined Rotary to meet 
new people outside of my 
normal circle and to network. 
I appreciate physically doing 
things for people and our 
community – but that is also 
the reason traditional clubs 
have difficulty recruiting. Most 
people are afraid of having to 
give too much of their time and 
may be a bit nervous to walk 
through the door and join.”

 – Lorraine Allman
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Rotary International
Motto: Service Above Self
Local beginnings: The Rotary Club of 
Powell River (evening club) started in 
Powell River in 1955.  The morning club, 
Sunrise, launched in 2010.
Height of Membership: 50-plus for just 
one club.
Membership now: 33 in evening club, 17 
in moring club.
Projects: Include the Rotary Pavilion 
at Willingdon Beach; the Willingdon 
Beach water park; Powell River Millen-
nium Rock at the viewpoint; Palm Beach 
playground; shelter at the Westview Dog 
Park, picture frame near the ferry; Pop-
eye characters at Willingdon Beach; The 
Knuckleheads/Rainy Day Lake project;  
Adopt-a-Highway (keep sections of the 
highway clean); annual Bike Rodeo; Mo-
rocco medical/dental project; the Brooks 
Jazz Dinner; Taste of Art – auction and 
slow dinner; historic pictures at the Air-
port; the ARC Garden project;  the art 
sculpture at the library and Willingdon 
Beach preschool playground. Both clubs 
fund students to attend “Adventures in ...” 
program and provide bursaries to Brooks 
students. They support Cadets, PRISMA, 
and the Polio Foundation. They have also 
organized the Powell River Festival of 
Performing Arts for many years.
Want to join? The Rotary Club of Pow-
ell River meets at 6:30 pm Wednesday 
evenings at Julie’s Airport Café. The Ro-
tary Club of Powell River Sunrise meets 
Tuesdays at 7:15 am at the Town Centre 
Hotel except for the third Tuesday of the 
month when they meet at noon. Dues 
are $300 a year for the morning club and 
$400 for the eveni

Rotary, the world’s first service club, was 
formed in 1905 when Chicago lawyer 
Paul Harris called a meeting of a few 
business acquaintances. Today there are 
more than 1.2 million members, with 
Rotary clubs operating around the world.

There are two Rotary Clubs in Powell 
River (the evening club was chartered in 
1955 and the morning club in 2010). In 
the early years, Rotarians contributed 
to the community by initiating the Sea 

Fair  and the Willingdon Campground, 
said long time Rotarian and evening 
club membership chair Ross Cooper. Be-
tween the two clubs they’re able to main-
tain a membership of over 50 Rotarians 

In his executive role as membership 
chair Ross struggles with what he calls 
“commitment issues.” To accommodate 
modern busy lives, the evening club 
formed an auxiliary called Friends of Ro-
tary. The 30 “Friends” members help with 
work parties and specific projects. Rotary 
also has a strong high school club, Brooks 
Interact, and is currently forming a Ro-
tary Club for 18 to 30 year-olds. 

As to why people should join, Ross 
hopes they will see value in participat-
ing and contributing to our commu-
nity and those in need around the world 
through a very impactful organization. 

“Ask yourself, ‘When the last service 
member is too old to build or raise mon-
ey for those community improvements, 
then who will do it?’”

Order of the Eastern Star
Motto: Dedicated To Charity, Truth And 
Loving Kindness
Local beginnings: Order of the Eastern 
Star (OES), Grace Chapter, started in 
Powell River in 1921. It was one of the 
first lodges organized in Powell River. 
It was active in community affairs and 
became dormant in 1981. Powell River 
Chapter #97 was instituted in 1987 and 
constituted in 1988. 
Height of membership: 65
Membership now: 25
Projects: Every year the OES gives 
away a $500 scholarship to a Brooks stu-
dent, donates money for children with 
autism, provides free dressings for can-
cer patients, donates to cancer research 
and donates to the Powell River Oncol-
ogy Unit.
Want to join? Ladies must have a masonic 
relationship (husbands, fathers, brothers, 
uncles, grandfathers, great grandfathers 
and step-relatives). Men must be Masons 
in good standing. Meetings are held one 
afternoon a month (November to March) 
and one evening a month (April, May, 

Ask not what service clubs can do for you

Ask what you 
can do through 
Service Clubs
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September and October). Call Worthy 
Matron Sharon Cairns at 604-483-9402 
or Secretary Pat Krell at 604-483-2237.

Order of the Eastern Star (OES), Grace 
Chapter is an International Masonic or-
ganization dating back to the mid 1800s 
in the United States. It is open to men and 
women with a mission to support charity, 
education, fraternal and scientific goals. 

In Canada, the Order of the Eastern 
Star has been worried about member-
ship for more than 20 years. Their high 
point was immediately after World War 
II and the Korean War, when returning 
vets chose to be Masons and their wives 
chose to be Eastern Stars but those mem-
bers are dying and they aren’t getting 
new members.

Freemasons
Motto: To Be One, Ask One
Local beginnings: Triune Lodge #81 
started in Powell River in 1916. Brought 
here by Dr. Andrew Henderson.
Projects: The Masons support the Food 
Bank, the Community Resource Centre, 
Transition House, and the Cancer Car 
program. Every year since the seventies, 
the Masons have helped local students by 
awarding bursaries.
Height of membership: 1931 when 10 per 
cent of adult BC Protestant men were 
Freemasons. 
Want to join? The Lodge, like all benefi-
cial service clubs and groups, is always 
looking for new members but they do 
not solicit membership. Meetings are 
held the second Tuesday of the month 
in the Lodge, beneath Dwight Hall and 
have been since the 1920s when the 
Lodge was built. If you are interested in 
learning more about the Masons, phone 
604-449-2808 and leave a message or 
email contact@triunelodge.com.

Although the Freemasons Lodge is 
not a service club, Freemasonry is proba-
bly the oldest fraternal order in the world, 
originating from the Masons in the 11th 
century who built castles, cathedrals, ab-
beys and parish churches. Around 1580, 
in Scotland, the first official Lodge of 
Dpeculative Freemasonry was formed, 
and it spread throughout the world. In 
Powell River, they designed Dwight Hall, 
the brick Post Office, the Court House 
and the Bank of Commerce building.

The Knights of Columbus 
Motto: In service to one, in service to all
Local beginnings: Started in Powell River 
in 1963.
Projects: Their main fund raiser every 
year is their Charity Appeal ticket sales 
in the Town Centre in front of CIBC 
where a pickup truck is parked. They 
make $3000 to $3500 annually with all 
proceeds from ticket sales in Powell River 
remaining in Powell River. They donate 

two $500 scholarships for students going 
on to post-secondary education; the Hen-
derson breakfast; the Christmas Cheer 
fund; Special Olympics; Faith and Light; 
and Inclusion BC. They put on a monthly 
pancake breakfast which is open to any-
one; hold a children’s Christmas party; 
an annual basketball free throw competi-
tion at Assumption School and help wid-
ows and people in need. One of the first 
ambulances in Powell River was made 
possible by the Knights in the early  years.
Height of membership: 120
Membership now: 97
Want to join? The Knights meet 
once a month. Dues are $30 a year. Any 
Knights of Columbus member can help 
with membership and there is also on-
line registration at KofC.org. Contact 
Don Bourcier at 604-413-1153 or Travis 
McDonough at 604-489-0737.

The Knights is a fraternal organization 
for practicing Catholic men. The Powell 
River group was formed in 1963, has 
97 members and is one of about 16,000 
worldwide. Original charter members 
who are still members include Les Ad-
ams, Dan Behan, Andy Culos, Felix Mas-
sullo, Elio Cossarin and Lionel Desilets. 
Current Grand Knight is Don Bourcier.

Kiwanis
Motto: Changing the world, one child 
at a time.
Local beginnings: Started in Powell River 
in 1960.
Height of membership: 45
Membership now: 18
Projects: Fundraising for food banks, 
school breakfast and lunch programs, 
scholarships, Therapeutic Riding, Ca-
nadian Tire Jump Start, Cadets, Kendra 
MacLeod, medical travel expenses for 
people with lower incomes and a fam-
ily who had to leave their home due to 
fire. This club also runs the annual Soap 
Box Derby. 
Want to join? Meetings are held the 
first and third Tuesday at 7 pm at Ki-
wanis Annex or the meeting room at 
Kiwanis Manor. Dues are $90 per year. 
To learn more contact Robert Mai-
tland at rkmaitland@gmail.com or 
604-578-8465.

Over the past few years, Kiwanis has 
picked up new members after volun-
teering at events they’ve been at, such as 
Logger Sports, the Santa Train and Soap 
Box Derby. But for the past 25 years or 
so, 18 has been the average number of 
members. 

Kiwanis started in Detroit in 1915 – 
as an all-male service club with a mis-
sion to build communities, and soon 
after, to help children. It became inter-
national in 1919, and now has 550,000 
members worldwide with clubs on every 
continent. Women were invited to join 
in 1987. 
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BY ISABELLE SOUTHCOTT | isabelle@prliving.ca

I’ve lived in Powell River since 1993 and have visited 
the legion several times, but up until last fall, I’d nev-
er heard tell of a meat draw.
Thanksgiving wasn’t far off when my friend Maggie 

Hathaway said she’d introduce me to the meat draws at 
the Legion. I’d had my first taste of the time-honoured 
tradition a few weeks earlier while visiting a friend on 
the lower coast and was fascinated by the idea of a meat 
draw. “The Ace of Spades Draw is even bigger,” Mag-
gie told me. “For that draw, you buy tickets and if your 
number gets picked you get to go up and draw a card. If 
you draw the ace of spaces you get to keep the kitty,” she 
explained. “You should have seen a couple of months 
ago when the pot got up to $1,400. It was packed.”

Although meat draws aren’t as popular today as they 
once were (it could have something to do with the bur-
geoning number of vegetarians), those who were lucky 
enough to have their number called, were still pret-
ty happy.

The lottery tradition dates back to England in the late 
1560s when the first lottery draw was held by St. Paul’s 
Cathedral. The odds of winning were about one in 16,000 
for Queen Elizabeth I’s lottery; the odds of winning the 
Lotto Max jackpot are one in 33,294,800 for a $5 play. 
This makes Lotto Max harder to win than Canada’s Na-
tional Lotto (odds of one in 13,983,816).

 Those of us who do play the lottery — and approxi-
mately one-quarter of Canadians play weekly — have 
heard those odds many times before. Pay $2 and your 
odds of becoming a millionaire are approximately 1 in 
14 million.

Those odds are so long that you are three times more 
likely to be killed in a traffic accident driving 16 kilome-
tres to buy your ticket than winning the jackpot.

The odds of winning a meat draw at the Legion are 
better. Much better.

About 40 people sit together at tables chatting and 
drinking. They’ve purchased their tickets for a Saturday 
meat draw. Most people are seniors, some are super se-
niors. There’s only one person who is under 50 and it 
isn’t me.

People are having fun talking, actually talking, to 
the person beside them. They’re not on their phones. 
They’re looking their neighbour in the eye, listening to 
what they’re saying and then responding. It’s really quite 
radical. And totally refreshing.

The fun gets underway with a turkey draw or, I should 

day, several turkey draws. My friend wins a turkey 
but I do not. I am disappointed but this was not unex-
pected as I rarely win draws. When my friend wins a sec-
ond turkey, she flashes me a smile and hands me a cou-
pon explaining that I can claim my frozen dead bird on 
the way out.

I am ecstatic. “Thank you,” I say.
Some legions draw for baking. Pies and cookies are 

popular, so are the 50/50 draws. Legion volunteer Terry 
McCune has been an associate member for 17 years. 
He and Rod Hadwick, a 40-year full member, sell tick-
ets for the Saturday meat draw. Another crew does the 
Sunday one.

At the meat table, the wheel spins around until it 
stops and a number is chosen. The lucky winner comes 
up and selects a package of meat. 

Homegrown fundraisers like these let the legion fund 
their charities which are extensive. Though played year-
round, meat raffles are also a form of entertainment that 
gets people out of their homes during the long, dreary 
winter months.

“It’s the way we get through the winter,” said Pow-
ell River Legion president Merv Byers, he says. It shows 
that people want to gamble but like to do so in a socially 
beneficial way.

The Legion here has about 430 members – includ-
ing 100 new members they’ve signed up in the last year. 
Legions across the country are experiencing member-
ship issues as the veteran population decreases, he said. 
“More restrictive laws and lifestyle changes are keep-
ing more and more people at home rather than attend-
ing a club setting for socializing and entertainment.”

Besides the social aspect, the Legion offers a diverse 
selection of activities such as darts, pool, cards, carpet 
bowling, dancing, and live entertainment.

The Powell River Legion hosts a monthly steak/chick-
en barbecue and the branch has donated more than 
$150,000 to a number of community organizations in 
the past five years with funds they raised through meat 
draws and raffles.

“We recently built an outdoor deck to take advantage 
of the ‘million dollar view’  from our premises and will 
complement that view early this year with an in-house 
short-order kitchen offering appetizers and meals,” 
he said.

“I am proud to say our establishment has a reputation 
as a friendly place. I have nicknamed it the ‘Hugging Le-
gion’ in recognition of that friendliness.”  

drew me into drew me into 
the Legionthe Legion

MeatMeat
True LoveTrue Love


