A century ago a group
of grads got together and
decided to start a magazine.
The Trail, as it was called
then, was a place to swap
stories, share updates
and talk about the news
of the day, and it helped
them stay connected to
the learning and discovery
happening at the U of A. Here
is a list of our favourite
bits from our archives.

0
10

THINGS WE L
EA
RN

E

D

1920

2020

RE

A

D

IN

G

10

0 Y
EARS OF NEW T

I
RA

L

PART i

Compiled
Compiled
by Marcey
by Marcey
Andrews,
Andrews,
Stephanie
Stephanie
Bailey, Bailey,
’10 BA(Hons),
’10 BA(Hons),
Lisa Cook,
LisaTherese
Cook, Therese
Kehler, Kehler,
Mifi Purvis,
Mifi ’93 BA,
Purvis,Hersharon
’93 BA, Hersharon
Sandhu,Sandhu,
’15 BA, ’19
’15BA(Hons),
BA, ’19 BA(Hons),
Karen Sherlock,
Karen Sherlock,
Lisa Szabo,
Lisa Szabo,
’16 BA ’16 BA
newtrail autumn 2020

21

Or, as the U of A’s first president, Henry Marshall Tory,
’28 LLD (Honorary), wrote in that inaugural issue:
“If The Trail can be made a medium for the promotion
among our graduates of a sense of intellectual kinship and of
fellowship of effort in the solution of the pressing problems
of our province and country, then it will perform a useful
function indeed.”
You’ll find plenty of examples in our top 100 list of how the
U of A community has been solving those pressing problems,
especially here in Alberta, for more than a century.
Number 50 on our list, for example, is an excerpt from a
three-page essay on soil surveys that we ran in 1945. Not the sort
of thing I’m normally drawn to but I found it fascinating! For
By Lisa Cook
one thing, the author wrote about dirt in a way that you could
only describe as loving. But, also, he was clearly working to find
solutions. How do we get the most out of what we plant across
the province? How do we remain good stewards of the land?
That solution-oriented mindset is evident throughout
ere are the very first words shared
this list. The grad who improved on the ballpoint pen (No. 15)
in this magazine 100 years ago:
or the university’s 1957 investment to solve the practical
“The Trail, with this number,
problems of the power industry (No. 21). One example that
makes its initial bow or debut to its
seems particularly prescient right now is establishment of the
readers, the members of the Alumni
Li Ka Shing Institute of Virology in 2010 (No. 3), anticipating
Association of the University of
a COVID-19-like outbreak. A glance at the COVID-19 research
Alberta and to all the friends of the
stories on pages 8 and 9 demonstrates how we are benefiting
alma mater into whose hands a copy
now from that decade-old investment.
may, from time to time, come. It is
But one of my favourite “aha” moments is a short bit in the
commended to your kind perusal.”
CKUA University Radio Programme listing from 1942, back
That first issue of The Trail (as it
when distance learning took place by radio instead of Zoom
was called then) does not actually have a date but
(No. 36). The listing invites people across the province to tune
the U of A Libraries says it came out in 1920 and
in for a discussion of The Pros and Cons of Food Refrigeration.
who are we to question librarians? And so with this
What a thought! New Trail has been connecting people with
issue we kick off our centenary year.
practical solutions since before refrigeration was a de facto
In anticipation of this milestone, we’ve been
part of our lives.
rooting around in the New Trail archives looking for
U of A alumni are a community united by shared experience
gems to share with you. And did we ever find some!
and shared values. The people picking up this magazine are of
Touching, funny, thoughtful — and some downright
different ages and sometimes vastly different life experiences.
strange. So many stories made us laugh or gasp or
They are flung across the globe and political spectrum. But as
run over to someone else’s desk (when we could still
do that sort of thing) and say, “Did you see this one?!” Tory foresaw 100 years ago, there is value in staying connected
to that widespread and diverse community. To people who
So, in honour of our 100th anniversary, we’re
stay curious. Who apply their knowledge and skills to the
excited to share the first 50 in our list of “100 Things
betterment of the world around them.
We Learned Reading 100 Years of New Trail.”
In its first decades, The Trail
(Stay tuned for Part II in our Winter
served as a strange combination
issue.) In each case, we’ve made
of Facebook, LinkedIn, your
note of the original issue where we
“If the Trail can be
favourite TED Talks and a newsy
located the tidbit. (If you’re the type
made a medium for the
handwritten letter. Each issue was
who likes to do your own research,
promotion among our
a class reunion that took place on
you can find the full archives of
graduates of a sense of
paper. In a year when our Alumni
New Trail online at peel.library.
intellectual kinship and
Weekend reunion has adapted
ualberta.ca.)
of fellowship of effort
to become a weeklong series
Even after all these years, it’s clear
in the solution of the
of online events (Sept. 21‑27!),
that the intention behind New Trail
pressing problems of our
these early issues are a reminder
remains the same: let’s stay in touch.
province and country, then
of the staying power of the
In touch with each other, yes, and
it will perform a useful
humble printed word to keep
the U of A, too, but also connected to
function indeed.”
us all connected regardless of
the student within each of us — that
geography or era.
version of yourself that pushed for
U of A’s first president,
And now, “intended for your
discovery and hungered for “all the
Henry Marshall Tory,
kind perusal,” we bring you Part I
rich associations of mind and heart,”
’28 LLD (Honorary)
of our centenary celebration.
as they put it in 1920.

Welcome to
100 Years of
Connection and
Intellectual
Kinship

H
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Self-driving
Cars in 1993

“I just drove two days ago to
Drumheller. Coming back
on the Calgary Trail is pretty damned
boring. I don’t know why the car can’t
drive itself. Why can’t there be sensors
in the car? Why can’t it know where
the right and left shoulder are? Why
wouldn’t it be possible to have a car
that is smart enough to drive itself?
I could program it to say here I am,
here’s my destination, here’s the route
I want to follow and it would do the
rest.” –Jonathan Schaeffer, computing
science professor (Summer 1993).
Schaeffer went on to serve as dean of the
Faculty of Science from 2012 to 2018 and
continues his work at the U of A.

WE SAW IT COMING

More than once we found articles that showed just how well U of A
grads and researchers could predict the next big thing

Laptops and
Smartphones in 1953

learning … and gazing intently at the
screen of her portable television set,
seemed about to be walking smack
“Let us see, what summer
into the south door. She didn’t raise
school students are doing in
her eyes. When I thought she must
the year 2000.” We strolled over to where
go bang wham into the red panel,
a group of students were sprawling
this panel very knowledgeably
in the grass and soaking in the hot
MN
U
opened and, having let her in,
July sun. “Better not interrupt
T
U
A
closed after her.
them,” Whiskeyjack cautioned
“Isn’t that wonderful?”
me. “They are probably attending
cried Whiskeyjack. “Here
lectures right now. Each,” he
one can sit in on lectures even
explained, “has his personalized
while one is walking about. And
portable television set. Do y’see?”
one needn’t take one’s eyes off one’s
I did note that they were looking
studies even to open a door.” –The
more or less intently at the screen of a
author of the “Whiskeyjack” column
small camera-like article each seemed to
imagines campus in 2000.
possess. I glanced from screen to screen.
The subject matter, though
different, seemed, for
the most part, to be of an
Our detectives could not uncover the
academic nature.
identity of the Whiskeyjack author. If any
A student, laden with
of you know, drop us a line!
all the paraphernalia of

1

1953

ILLUSTRATION BY MIRACLE STUDIOS
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The Need for
a Cure in 2010

“One need only think about
the threat to human wellbeing posed by virus pandemics — avian
flu, swine flu, the next unidentified
killer — to see how today’s gift has
the potential to be transformational
in the lives of literally millions of
individuals.” –Frank Sixt, president of
the Li Ka Shing (Canada) Foundation,
during the announcement that Li Ka
Shing had donated $28 million toward
the founding of the eponymous institute
of virology. Now researchers at the
institute are working on solutions to
COVID-19. (Spring/Summer 2010)

4

Screens in
classrooms
in 1965

“Closed-circuit television as
a teaching aid has come to the campus.
With the faculties of Education,
Dentistry, and Medicine there is a
growing trend to use TV as a supplement
to certain courses where increasing
enrolment and a relative inaccessibility
of certain subject material demands it. …
All departments using closed-circuit TV
indicate there is an increasing need for
more video-tape equipment to expand
what has become a valuable and effective
method of teaching.” (Autumn 1965)
newtrail autumn 2020
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More has been written in this magazine about the First and
Second World Wars than nearly any other topic. During
the Second World War, the magazine served as a record of
current events as well as a tool for connecting grads fighting
overseas to those a little closer to home. Now, these issues
give us a glimpse of life on campus during wartimes
and a line to the sentiments of a bygone era.
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The April 1943
issue depicts a
student in the
aftermath of a day
of lectures and
military training.
We give it the 2020
treatment on the
facing page.

5 winter 1953

Despite having only
439 registered students when
the First World War erupted,
by July 1916, 222 members of
the university community
were serving in the Canadian
Forces in some capacity, with
14 staff members on active
service. “By the end of the
war, the roll contained some
475 names; 82 died on active
service.”

6 july 1924

Grads were encouraged
to donate $10 or $20
(equivalent to $150 or
$300 today) to establish a
memorial on campus for
those killed in the First World
War. “Remember that those
who ‘laid the world away’
valued not lightly what
they sacrificed — comfort,
ambition, learning,
24
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comradeship and life itself.”
The war memorial was
erected three years later
in the form of an organ in
Convocation Hall.

7 november 1942

In the midst of the
Second World War, The
Trail was renamed The New
Trail. University of Alberta
president Robert Newton
explains: “We have hit a new
trail. … The world war which
consumes our wealth and
drains our best blood is the
reward of sins of omission.
We failed to provide real
equality of opportunity,
whether for nations or for
individuals. In this small
world nothing less will do.
We have fallen short and
must do better. Naturally we
must begin where we are.
That need not discourage us.”

8 april 1945

The U of A sent a
monthly newsletter of
university news to soldiers
during the Second World
War. The New Trail printed
this as a column called “The
Chipmunk.” The inaugural
newsletter included the
lineup for a co-ed hockey
game, news that the Tuck
Shop had opened under new
management and reflections
on a talent night for which
the author and his companion
accidentally bought the
ticket for the wrong night
and so instead “plodded sadly
homeward reflecting on such
matters as youth and age and
love and efficiency.”

9 january 1944

In October 1943, the Red
Cross Blood Donor Clinic
was opened in Edmonton to

collect blood for transfusions
in military hospitals overseas.
The New Trail published
the story of one donor’s
experience giving blood: “I felt
triumphant, but deep down
I felt grateful that the Red
Cross had made it possible for
me to give a bit of myself to
help the boys over there.”

10 spring 1971

Student Counselling
Services at the U of A was
developed largely to support
war veterans who flooded
campus in the late 1940s.

11 december 1941

The Trail published the
names of prisoners of war,
soldiers killed in action and
missing persons during the
Second World War. However,
after a request from the
press censors, the magazine
stopped publishing detailed
information about men and
women in the service.

12 spring 1954

During the Second
World War, military training
became compulsory for all
students. “This resulted in the
formation of the University
Auxiliary Battalion. In 1942–
43, the Air Training Corps and
the Naval Training Division
completed the permanent
representation of the armed
forces on the campus.”
ILLUSTRATION BY JONATHAN CARLSON
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SIX GRADS WE
WISH WE’D MET
Eight years after the University of Alberta feted its first
graduating class in 1912, The Trail was launched to unite
alumni scattered far and wide.
Letters, accompanied by the obligatory two bucks for
dues, arrived at The Trail with postmarks from Vancouver
or Chicago, China or South America. The gossipy “Sparks
from the Anvil” column detailed the European adventures
of Rhodes scholars alongside the LinkedIn-style job
announcements of grads closer to home.
Part Facebook, part phone book, the magazine had a
mission to connect alumni with their alma mater and
with each other. Here are a handful of grads we’d love
to have met from the magazine’s first decade.
By Therese Kehler

Beatrice Georgina
Parlby (Buckley)
’25 BA, ’44 Dip(Ed),
’24-25 Pandas basketball

1903 -89

After graduating, Buckley
returned home to
Gleichen, Alta., where
she did “anything and
everything” to earn enough
to attend a teacher training
program at an Alberta normal
school. “My latest adventure,”
she quips in a November
1925 letter to The Trail, “has
been cooking for threshers to
the tune of ‘Groans from the
Crew.’ ” Farming and politics
went hand-in-hand in her
family. Her dad was party
whip for the United Farmers
of Alberta and her mother-inlaw, Irene Parlby, was a UFA
MLA and one of the Famous
Five. Buckley also served as
president of her local United
Farm Women of Alberta. In
another letter to The Trail, she
made a convincing case for
compiling an alumni reading
list that rings true even today.
“Many of us … dread the
possibility of dropping back
into our haphazard, pre-Varsity
habits of reading — yet are very
much puzzled as to just what
books to select.”

13

26
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Daniel Roland
Michener

John Thomas
“J.T.” Jones

William “Bill”
Frederick Seyer

’22 BA, ’26 MA

1898 - 1986

The front-page editor’s
note in November 1923
wasted no time letting
readers know that a new
boss was in town. Jones
steered the magazine for five
issues and remained on its
editorial committee for many
years. He spent his career as
an English professor at the
U of A, teaching the poetry of
his beloved John Milton. As
Alumni Association president
from 1925 to 1926, he took
great pride in raising funds
for the Convocation Hall pipe
organ in memory of the 82
staff and students who died
in the First World War. Under
his guidance, The Trail went on
a mission to cajole, guilt and
otherwise motivate grads to
donate to a memorial fund to
raise $12,000 for an organ in
honour of those killed in the
First World War. “If we have
any self-respect, if we have
any pride in our university …
we can do nothing but give
increasingly to this fund.” The
pipe organ was installed on
Nov. 11, 1925.

14

Margaret “Peg”
Morna Stobie
(Roseborough)

’15 BA, ’18 MSc

1890 -1972

Seyer was among the
first members of the
U of A’s lively alumni
chapter in Vancouver in
1925, The Trail reports. As a
professor at UBC, Seyer saw
the potential for the thenemerging field of chemical
engineering and helped start
a department. In 1948, he
moved to Los Angeles to
take up a job as professor at
UCLA, where he specialized
in the study of corrosion.
Amazingly, his work helped
put better ballpoint pens in
our pockets. When ballpoint
pens were introduced in the
1940s, they used a wax-like
solid for ink. Seyer developed
a quick-drying, absorbent ink,
patented the process and
sold the rights to a company
that was the forerunner of
Paper Mate. In fact, Seyer later
became a consultant to Paper
Mate, according to a University
of California website, and his
corrosion research influenced
how the pens were designed.

15

’20 BA, ’67 LLD (Honorary)

1900 -91

“Has anyone heard from
D.R. Michener?” writes
The Trail in November
1923. “Rumour says that
having returned from Oxford,
he has settled down in godless
Ontario. Drop a line, Roly.”
Michener, pride of Lacombe,
Alta., was clearly a beloved
target for some good-natured
teasing. “Cheer up girls!” notes
another Trail entry, sharing
the news about the Rhodes
Scholar’s treks around Europe.
“[He] assures us that he is
still a single man.” Michener
eventually became a lawyer,
federal politician, Speaker of
the House of Commons and,
from 1967 to 1974, the Governor
General of Canada — in which
role he abolished the curtsy.
While his name is synonymous
with Canada’s most important
journalism awards, he also
established several awards
around sports, which were his
true passion. As a young man,
he played in the 1923 Canadian
Tennis Open, partnered with
his good friend Lester B.
Pearson. (They were eliminated
in the first round.)

16
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’30 BA

Margaret Hazelwood
Brine (Gold)
’18 BA, ’24 MA

1898 -1985

We meet Gold at the
Hotel Macdonald, where
she’s serenading the
Alumni Association with
a solo performance. “A most
pleasing number,” sighed The
Trail in February 1924. “Miss
Gold has recently returned
from studying abroad, and her
singing was, as usual, much
appreciated.” Gold taught
classics at the U of A for
several years. She was also a
trailblazing mountaineer who
climbed peaks in the Rockies
and the Alps. But the story
we’d love to hear her tell is the
one about how, in July 1924,
she was to have been the
first woman to ascend Mount
Robson — until, as the story
goes, she got partying with
other members of the Alpine
Club of Canada and gave up
her spot. We’ll never know if
that’s true. But it sounds a
lot like the young, fun-loving
woman who was singing her
heart out at the Hotel Mac just
a few months earlier.

17

1909 -90
Roseborough, an honours
English student from
Vermilion, Alta., threw
herself into life on
campus: member of the
French and Arts clubs, writer
for The Gateway and star
actor who “attained striking
success for extra-curricular
efforts” on stage, writes The
Trail in 1930. That year, she also
became the seventh U of A
student to receive an IODE
overseas scholarship and went
on to study at King’s College
in London. After completing
her master’s and PhD at the
University of Toronto, she and
her husband taught English at
post-secondaries around the
United States. She later taught
at the University of Manitoba
and Winnipeg’s United College.
We’d like to hear the stories
behind her books about two
Prairie characters — Frederick
Philip Grove, a Canadian writer
with a mysterious Prussian
past; and Charles Bremner, a
Métis farmer who fought for
government compensation
after his furs were stolen by
the militia during the 1885
Northwest Rebellion.

18

Distance Learning
Isn’t New

19

… and it’s never been easy. In
1944, a Grade 8 student from the
Correspondence School Branch of the
Department of Education shared his
experiences with distance learning in
an article on the topic. The correspondence classes
were a way to help students continue their education
during a teacher shortage due to the war.
As with many trying to learn online today, these
students found it more difficult to focus while not
physically in the school, which this student summed
up perfectly. “I am supposed to write you a letter of
appreciation, but I do not know how to start it, how to
end it, or what to put in the middle. Sometimes I think
’tis slow progress doing school work by correspondence,
and I would rather take my .22 and dog team, and go
into the bush to shoot squirrels.” (July 1944)

#20

nobody’s Teddy Bears

The Pandas were nearly called
something else. The name was voted on
by students in 1945 and won out over
“Golden Pandas,” “Teddy Bears” and
“Bruinettes.” We think voters made
the right choice. (Winter 2010)

TOP RIGHT ILLUSTRATION BY MIRACLE STUDIOS; BOTTOM RIGHT ILLUSTRATION BY KAGAN MCLEOD
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GEMS FROM THE
MOUTHS OF GRADS
OK, not everyone quoted here is a grad but the people who
appeared in New Trail definitely had some interesting
things to say over the years. Here are a few standouts.

22
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“Having ideas and
disseminating them is a
risky business. ... The march
of civilization has been
quick or slow in direct ratio
to production, testing, and
acceptance of ideas; yet
virtually all great ideas were
opposed when they were
introduced.” –“What Right
Has This Man …”

“I believe we can build a
better world! Of course, it’ll
take a whole lot of rock, water
& dirt. Also, not sure where
to put it.” –Marc MacKenzie,
’96 MSc, ’00 PhD

spring 1963

23

january 1944

“A pig not only makes a
wonderful pet; he is also the
finest little mortgage lifter
you ever saw.” –Libbie
Lloyd Elsey, ’12 BA

autumn 2010

26

september 1928

“We too easily forget the
fact that the child grows
through his own activity
and not by listening to
instruction.” –M.E. LaZerte,
’25 MA, ’27 BEd, ’63 LLD
(Honorary)

191W2!

This School Attracted (Really) Big Brains. Big, as in 7’3” tall, 21’ long and 2’6” deep, and takes two people to operate.
This giant machine was the Department of Electrical Engineering’s first analogue Electronic Calculating Board,
which at least one professor called a “brain.” It cost $100,000 (nearly $935,000 in today’s dollars) and was capable of
“duplicating, in miniature, power systems and water and gas flows. … It will be used for solving practical problems
of the power industry in Alberta and to assist in the training of electrical engineers in the complexities of modern
electric system design.” (Spring 1957)
28
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winter 1957-58

“I have never met
you personally but
24
BT
statistics tell me you
january 1943
are a young woman of
“Varsity Tuck Shop
superior intelligence and
would not rank high
high ideals.” –Mary B. Silcox
from the point of view of
of the Edmonton University
an architect, but from the
Women’s Club
point of view of anyone who
has found there the young
laughter and bright faces
28
for which he has hungered,
spring/summer 2000
there is no building,
“When you wanted to look
whatever its magnificence,
up a book you first went to
that is half as fine as the
the library. We even had card
long, low shop named
catalogues. Now you do your
many years ago ‘Varsity
research through the Gate
Tuck.’ ” –M.D. Skelton, ’43 BA
[the U of A library’s online
catalogue].” –Paul
Gervais, ’81 BSc(Ag),
’00 MAg, ’00 MBA
The son of Marjorie Dorothea
Ward (Skelton), Kim Ward,
’75 BCom, tells us that she just
celebrated her 98th birthday and
remains in good health. Happy
belated birthday, Marjorie!

ILLUSTRATION BY MIRACLE STUDIOS
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winter 1953

“We’re back once
more on the old trail,
our own trail, the out

trail; We’re down, hull
down on the Long Trail,
the trail that is always
new.” –Rudyard Kipling

30

april 1945

“Fiddlesticks, it doesn’t
hurt you to go out in the
daytime.” –“Two Little Bats”

31

november 1968

“Students used to spend
a good deal of energy
swallowing goldfish. They will
get back to that sort of thing
soon.” –“The University in 1968”

32

january 1948

“The student who takes
his history from only one
book, or from only one
lecturer, is not apt to arrive
at the understanding of
very much.” –S.R. Mealing,
’49 BA(Hons)

33

autumn/winter 1958

“Artists need stimulation,
they need encouragement,
but most of all they need
money.” –James Stolee, ’53 BA

34

autumn 1956

“Complete skeletal
examples of every known
group of pre-monkies are
included.” –“University
Purchases Dr. Rowan
Collection”

35

october 1931

“The Trail solicits and will
publish contributions, prose
or poetry of an acceptable
literary merit, on any
topic, and by any person
interested in the spiritual
and material progress of
Western Canada.” –Call for
contributions
newtrail autumn 2020
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LIKE TV GUIDE,
BUT FOR THE RADIO

In 1942, The New Trail published
“The University Radio Programme,”
a seven-page schedule of
programs available on CKUA. Here
is a selection of some offerings
available to listeners as they settled
down in front of their radios that
winter. (November 1942)
Alberta Farm and Home Forum
Economics and General Series,
Mondays, 9 p.m.
Nov. 30: Starched Collars and
Greasy Overalls; Discussion
Dec. 7: Social and Economic
Adjustment in the Northern Plains
Animal Science Series
Wednesdays, 9 p.m.
Nov. 11: Feed Lot Ailments
Nov. 18: The Bacon Contract and Its
Importance to Alberta
Plant Science Series
Fridays, 9 p.m.
Dec. 4: Wartime Use of Fertilizers
Dec. 11: Wartime Use of Soils: The
Extent, Character and Possible
Utilization of Alberta’s Hard Pan
Soils
Consumers’ League
Fridays, 8:15 p.m.
Nov. 20: The Milk Situation
Nov. 27: The Pros and Cons of Food
Refrigeration
Post-War Reconstruction
Tuesdays, 8:15 p.m.
Nov. 10: Water Supply Problems in
Alberta
Dec. 1: Alberta Oils and Tar Sands in
War and After
Societe D’Enseignement
Postscolaire
Jeudi, 9:30 p.m.
Nov. 5: Quebec salut l’Ouest
Nov. 12: Folklore canadien-français
Student Presentations
Tuesday, 6:45 p.m.
“Gateway News,” a weekly summary
of university news and student
activities. It is hoped that a
programme of music and drama can
be arranged for the very near future.

30
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WE EMBRACED
NEW JOURNALISM

37

The new journalism trend of
the 1960s made its way into
New Trail on the occasion
of the retirement of Walter
H. Johns, ’70 LLD (Honorary),
president of the university from 1959 to 1969.
We reprinted this profile, which originally
appeared in The Gateway student newspaper.
The writer, Al Scarth, was editor-in-chief
of The Gateway the following year when,
presumably, he benefited from the knowledge
that even a busy president always makes time
for the press. (See our more contemporary
take on a presidential profile on page 34.)
The President is busy.
He does not look up when
you enter his office. An
impressive stack of letters
has just disappeared
under his signature,
Walter H. Johns, written
with an ‘a’ almost as large
as the ‘W’ and a ‘J’ with a
monstrous stomach.
If he ignores you for
the moment, there is
already a hospitable cup
of coffee by your chair.
Funny, you didn’t notice
it and sat in the wrong
chair. However, you
might glance about and
see that it is really a very
nice office, the one they
reserve for the President,

#38

but then, it’s all part of
the insulation, part of the
attempt to shelter, protect
the administration from
... “First of all, before we
do anything else,” (oh,
oh, he wants to run this
show), “can you come to
supper tonight?”
Huh?
“My wife will have
some leftovers from a
luncheon and if you don’t
mind leftovers ...”
There is a private
phone in the President’s
office which he must
keep tabs on in addition
to calls routed through
his secretary. As his
constant companion,

it frequently makes its
presence known, every
few minutes: “Yup, yup,
yup, yes. Well why don’t I
just send it to you?
“I haven’t time.”
That stack of official
looking letters? He
is organizing a club
of former university
presidents, Lucem
Revidemus (We See
the Light Again) is the
proposed title. And there
is a personal invitation for
tea in Victoria, which he
must refuse because of a
speaking engagement in
Vancouver. “No time.” His
secretary pleads that he
sign “one little short letter,
I think that’s the last one.”
Getting around the
President’s phone is like
feeding your girlfriend’s
little brother quarters:
neither stay away for
very long. “It’s not a year
of loafing,” he tells it, “it’s
a year of work, what the
young people say today is
‘doing my thing.’ ”
That year starts
September 1, when he
leaves the post he has held
for 10 years to return to
his overstuffed bookcase
and its many unread
volumes. After that you
will probably find him
in a classics classroom
teaching again.

We Have Royalty Among Us

“We have an increasing obligation to concentrate
on developing our moral courage,” said Prince Charles,
’83 LLD (Honorary), who received an honorary degree in June
1983, with Princess Diana in attendance. The university was
hosting Universiade ’83 and the royal couple were among
the special guests. In his speech he mentions that his
great uncle, Edward, then Prince of Wales, also received an
honorary degree from the U of A in 1919. (Autumn 1983)
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We Still Take
the Long View
The university has
weathered its share of
difficult economic times
and has always come out
on top.

Class Notes Are Always in Style
Through it all, updates from our grads remained the one constant in the
magazine, and over the years New Trail has printed class notes of all
stripes. Here are a few of our favourites.
Charles E. Simmons, ’50 BSc(MiningEng),
’57 BEd, reports that he retired in 1976.
“I have been so busy doing nothing, I cannot
find time to finish, and if I ever finish,
I suppose I’ll never know it.” (Summer 1987)
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In a recent letter from Harold V. Weekes,
’48 BA, he notes that The New Trail
serves as excellent propaganda to support
his thesis that Toronto is not necessarily the
only university in Canada. (Winter 1952)
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Norma Christie, ’35 BA, says she couldn’t
41
marry the man she wanted and wouldn’t
marry the man who wanted her, so she stayed
single. “I’m glad I’m a spinster.” (Summer 1963)
Stewart Devine, ’82 BA, ’84 MBA, and
Kelly Palmer, ’81 BA(RecAdmin), ’84 MBA,
’85 LLB, who now reside in Britain, report that
they are putting the “entrepreneurial skills we
learned at university to use” as the owners
and managers of an adult entertainment
centre in Soho in London’s West End.
(Summer 1989)
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H.E. Rawlinson, ’27 MD, tells us that his
43
hair is greyer, he is a few pounds heavier,
not much wiser and poorer financially.
(Summer 1952)

ILLUSTRATION BY MIRACLE STUDIOS

William Taylor, ’53 BSc, is eager to
answer a newspaper story seeking a
person with stamina, courage, and $1,500,
who is willing to leave for a one-year
expedition to the mysterious lands of the
Incas, in South America’s wild Andes
mountain area. “I fly a plane, have mountain
climbed, have the money and can’t think of
anything more exciting and adventurous,”
said Taylor. (Winter 1957-58)
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Ralph A. Grant, ’30 BSc(Ag), has a few
troubles. Apparently, years ago he read
a form saying, “If in doubt, omit,” and so he is
still a bachelor. Grant is afraid he took it too
much to heart. (Spring 1953)
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Edwin “Red” Davidson, ’34 BSc(Ag),
and his wife are living a few miles out of
Lethbridge, and are devoting all their energies
to the raising of sheep, literally by the
thousands — well, they do have five children
as well, but you would never know it by the
look of them. (August 1949)
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Stephen Alvey, ’77 BSc(ElecEng),
recently transferred to Nashville, Tenn.,
with Northern Telecom Inc. as director,
product management. “I’m starting to
talk funny already.” (Summer 1986)
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“Economic conditions
are still difficult in
Alberta. The registration
of the university is
growing at a natural rate,
commensurably, I think,
with the normal increase
in the population of the
province. But until our
income begins again to
expand and the economic
tide definitely turns,
we must be patient and
the business affairs of
the institution must be
managed with extreme
care. This doubtless is
only a temporary phase
through which we are
passing. Anyone who takes
a long view of Alberta
has entire confidence in
her future stability and
prosperity. …
“More than ever
the intellectual point
of view — and that is
the university’s agelong contribution to
civilization — is required
today when force and
ignorance again raise their
hideous heads. Let us all
stand together. Between
light and darkness there
can be no compromise.”
–William A.R. Kerr, university
president (June 1937)
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#49
A couple of students faked
a crime on campus that
almost fooled the police.
And they got away with it.
While pranks have always
been a staple of U of A life,
this one from 1926 left us
with eyebrows permanently
raised. It was apparently
so deeply ingrained in U of A
lore that one of our grads
even wrote a poem about
it! This is the original story
from The Trail describing
the caper.
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It was after midnight. A shot rang out across the cabbage field behind Athabasca
Hall: then another shot, and groans and cries for help. Little groups of half-dressed
students came from the buildings and made their way to the scene. The snow showed
unmistakable marks of a struggle. A torn purse spoke of robbery. Drops of blood
marked the tracks of the wounded man, and the murderer’s footsteps could be seen
clearly in the moonlight leading in the opposite direction.
The detectives noted all this (four of them had come on the scene). This was a
desperate case, and so they called out all the police who were on duty. They made
a record run. Some of the students were inclined to look on the whole affair as
ILLUSTRATION BY JONATHAN CARLSON

a practical joke. One of them
even picked up a handful
of red-stained snow and
said, “This looks pretty thin
for blood, if you ask me.” But
a detective pooh-poohed the
fancy: “It’s always thin when
it first comes out.” Policemen
and detectives soon trooped
off on the trail of the
murdered man.
In the meanwhile, the
murderer and his victim were
safe in the dormitory. They
saw their pursuers trailing
off into the bush and over
the playing fields. Then they
made their mistake: they
gave away the joke. It is said
that the police were angry.
Somebody has described
the event as a hundred
per cent “horse”— on the
students, on the police force,
and on the jokers themselves.
For, it must be known, the
two jokers were arraigned
before the police magistrate
and before the Students’
Court. Fortunately, the police
magistrate recognized a
good joke, and dismissed the
prisoners with a warning.
The Students’ Court
dismissed them with stern
and solemn reprimands.
Naturally, most of the
university was highly amused
at the exploit, and pleased
at the display of originality,
which some claimed the
students did not possess.
Many stories of the eventful
night are going the rounds.
Even some of the details
we have narrated may be
legendary, although many say
they are true. (March 1926)
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The Most Interesting Article
You’ll Ever Read About Dirt
Our grads could turn even dirt into poetry, as evidenced
by this article about the value of soil surveys.

“Soil is not an inert mass of ground-up
rock, which mantles the Earth’s crust.
Soil is the living, constantly changing
home of millions of bacteria and the
food provider of the Earth’s vegetative
cover and, therefore, of all life. Nor
is soil homogeneous. The original
rock from which the soil came differs
greatly from place to place and these
materials were, through the ages,
moved and sorted by wind, by water,
and by ice before they found a final
resting place.
“The ultimate aim of a soil survey,
if it can be put in one sentence, is
to find the best, the most desirable,
permanent use for every acre of our
land — whether that use be for cereal
crops, for hay crops, for grazing, for

commercial timber, or
A RY
for play grounds. As
JANU
long as land is used for
purposes other than it
is suited, just so long will
soil deterioration and
eventual abandonment be the result.
Any planning for a better allocation
of the 160 million acres of land in this
province must be based on the natural
characteristics of the soil.
“We are not landowners (would that
that word had been stillborn); rather
are we temporary custodians. Land
should and must be a permanent
resource to use, to husband, and to
pass on — to pass on in at least as good
a condition as we received it.”

1945

–William Earl Bowser, ’30 BSc(Ag), ’32 MSc

BONUS!
Green and Gold Was
Always in Fashion
The blazer was the hoodie of yore, as we learned from this
ad. “Bring back the Old Varsity Spirit — Revive forgotten
memories” … by wearing an Evergreen and Gold Blazer.
(Volume 46, printed between June 1937 and June 1940)

Rex Younge, ’34 BA, ’39 MD; George
Casper, ’36 BSc, ’40 MD; Lorne Oatway,
’41 DDS; and Clem King, ’37 BCom,
members of the Rally Club, model the
U of A blazer in this illustration based
on an image from the 1937 Evergreen
and Gold yearbook. The club organized
students into cheer sections at
sporting events. (Summer 1987)
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