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a day in the lifea day in the life

A Allen King, town 
councillor , 1967 – 
1974.

B Kings Drugs at 
corner of Centre 
Avenue and McRae 
Street, 1963.

C King speaking with 
grade 3 students.
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The waitress gives Allen King a sweet smile and a wink 

to let him know she sees him as he enters the Denny’s 

 — he tips his hat in return. He is a gentleman. He 

lights up when discussing politics, education, and the growth 

of Okotoks. His stories are plenty and his recollection of 

names and years are impressive. He laughs freely and shares 

modestly. 

King takes a chair at the table in the back that often seats 

himself and some of his close friends including Bill McAlpine, 

George Groeneveld, and Doug Fraser to name a few. The 

waitress brings him his standing order, a Red Rose tea and 

a pot of hot water. When the men gather, they laugh about 

old stories and reminisce about friends from the past. As 

he pours himself a cup of tea, they discuss how to solve the 

affairs of the world. It may sound idealistic, but for King, it is a 

mission. “If you sit still, you go backwards,” remarks King. He 

encourages young people to stand for something. 

King grew up on a farm near Drumheller, raising cattle and 

grain, but politics were always discussed in his home. It is in 

his blood and it continues to be a significant part of his life. 

He would love to see more people take an interest in local, 

provincial, and federal politics. “I’m not saying how you should 

vote… other than conservative.” He laughs at his boldness 

and then continues sharing his viewpoint, suggesting that we 

should be continually learning until the day we pass away. 

King graduated from the University of Alberta’s School of 

Pharmacy in 1956. Shortly after graduating, he made 

his way south.

Riding the railway to Okotoks in 1957, King came to 

manage Hugh Berry’s pharmacy on the corner across 

from where the Duke now is. He was a young man 

full of ambition and drive, and when the opportunity 

to buy to store surfaced, he immediately decided 

“I’m going to have it!” Just out of University, King did 

not have a lot of money to his name, and definitely 

did not have the funds to purchase the store. He 

admittedly deterred potential buyers by pointing 

out all the problems with the building — he smiles 

as he shares the memory. Eventually, he found a 

way to raise the money, made an offer, and the store 

became his.

Across the street from the Pharmacy was the 

Royal Bank (situated where the Catholic School office 

now resides). This is where King fell in love with 

Jeanette Macleod, a young teller at the bank. The two 

eventually married and had three boys: Norman, 

York and Bill. “I think the world of my boys,” said 

King who worked a lot during their youth, but always 

made sure to be home by supper to spend time with 

his family, expressing how important that time was 

to him. All three boys grew up to be educated and 

accomplished men. Jeanette King passed away in 
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2017 marks senior’s 60th 
year living in Okotoks

2005 and is dearly missed. King still enjoys the house 

that he built with her in 1967. He will often sit in his 

favorite chair, overlooking the town, with a good 

history book in hand. When he is not reading, he is 

researching for his own book or playing a few tunes 

on the piano. 

King is the type of man that leaves a lasting 

impact on other lives. His kindness fosters lifelong 

friendships and fond memories. Sandi Kennedy, 

former Mayor of Okotoks and fellow Rotarian, 

reflects on her friendship with King, which goes back 

to the age of 8, when her mother used to audit the 

town books and bring young Kennedy along. As her 

mother was working, Kennedy would spend the day 

riding her bike through the streets of Okotoks. It was 

during these adventures that she first met Mr. King. 

Many years later, in 1972, Kennedy made Okotoks her 

home and place of business. Her stories of King are 

numerous and heart-warming. “He was so personal 

and friendly to people.” Imagine being serenaded as 

you enter a store or welcomed by name. Kennedy 

remembers the days when King would be standing 

up high in his dispensary overlooking the store, 

personally welcoming customers and often singing 

delightful songs. He would be smiling; his joy was 

contagious. 

Chances are King’s legacy has somehow impacted 

your life here in Okotoks. He was the first to bring 

Santa to town, a key player in bringing the first 

parade to Okotoks, and instrumental in starting 

the first school band. Perhaps you have read one of 

King’s politically opinionated “As I see it” articles 

when he wrote for the Western Wheel, or maybe you 

have served on a committee with him, or had the 

Al King
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opportunity to sit down and 

recall stories from the days 

when Okotoks was a town of 

700 people. Once you meet 

King, he will always remember 

your name and your story. 

Apart from operating the 

store for 46 years, King’s 

involvement in the town 

of Okotoks is plenty. A look 

at his resume shows that he has been 

involved with the Chamber of Commerce, 

he has been a Town Councillor, and an 

Elks member. He has served on numerous 

boards including the Centennial board 

and the Post-Secondary board, and has 

dreams of a college and campus coming to 

Okotoks. Most recently, King’s involvement 

has been with Sheep River Health Trust 

and the Rotary Club. In 2006, he was given 

the Rotary Integrity award. “He was one of 

the top recipients in my mind,” comments 

Kennedy as she goes on to describe what 

a high honour it is to receive this award. 

After receiving the award, King became an 

honorary member and truly lives out their 

mission statement: “Service above Self.”

A Rotary project that is very dear to King’s 

heart is the Dictionary program. King 

personally met with and has distributed 

dictionaries to 965 Grade three students in 

the foothills school division last year alone! 

Not only does he hand out the dictionaries, 

he shakes each one of the student’s hands 

and teaches them the importance of having 

a book and taking care of it. Over 6,000 

dictionaries have been provided to students 

in the area in the past five years. He lights up 

as he shares details of the program. “For some kids, this is the 

first book of their own that they have ever had,” remarks King. 

“He has donated most of his time and heart to the 

community,” says Harlene Day, past chair of the Health Trust. 

“This town is better because he has been a part of it.” King 

and Day have served the community together for years. Both 

have been heavily involved with Sheep River Health Trust and 

the Rotary Club; it is through these years of service that they 

have developed a genuine friendship. Day emphasizes what a 

true gentleman King is, stating that King always makes sure 

everyone else is fed first and served first. This character trait 

is what led Day to ask King to be auctioned off as the town’s 

most eligible bachelor during the 2012 Annual Golf for Wellness 

tournament at D’Arcy Ranch. “We dressed him up in a white 

dinner jacket, black bow tie, and pink carnation. He looked 

smashing,” remarked Day. King managed to win the heart of the 

ladies and raise over $1,800 for the Health Trust. The way he 

carried himself that evening is truly a reflection of the person 

he is today. He is a courteous and honourable man who cares 

deeply for the needs of the community. 

After a full morning of conference calls, interviews and 

storytelling, King gathers up his jacket and scarf from his chair 

at the back of the Denny’s and heads for the door. He once again 

tips his hat to the waitress and carefully walks to his car.

As he reflects on his time in Okotoks, King remarks, “it’s been 

wonderful living here and I don’t think I’d want to live anywhere 

else.” OL

Once you meet King, he will always 
remember your name and your story.

It’s been wonderful living 
here and I don’t think I’d 

want to live anywhere else.”“

King handing out 
dictionaries.

Town Council meeting. Allen King second from left.
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