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25 things to do in Edmonton
Vacation, staycation—whatever your plans are this 

summer, make them in Edmonton. To help, we’ve 

highlighted 25 amazing attractions, activities,  

family-friendly fun, and opportunities to indulge  

to make this the most epic summer ever.

BY	TAMARA	ASCHENBRENNER

STAYCATION

1 Travel the North Saskatchewan River 
aboard the Edmonton Riverboat, and 

take in the picturesque view as you tour 
between Dawson Bridge and the newly 
constructed Walterdale Bridge. 9734-98 
Ave., 780-424-2628. edmontonriverboat.ca

2 Do you have what it takes to get 
through a labyrinth? Opening for the 

season on July 25, the Edmonton Corn 
Maze is 5 km of twists and turns through  
15 acres of corn. 26171 Garden Valley Rd., 
780-288-0208. edmontoncornmaze.ca

EXPLORE THE OUTDOORS

Summer

3 Escape the city to the tranquil oasis 
of the University of Alberta Botanic 

Garden and its newest addition, the Aga 
Khan Garden. Visit on Thursdays for 
Date Night to enjoy dance lessons, live 
music, and outdoor movie screenings. 
Located 5 km north of Devon on Hwy 60. 
botanicgarden.ualberta.ca

4 Tee off at Canada’s oldest city-run 
course! Developed in 1896, Victoria 

Golf Course is even older than Edmonton 
itself and is now one of the busiest 
municipal courses in the world. Make 
reservations for 9 holes or the full 18, or 

practice your swing at the driving range. 
12130 River Valley Rd., 780-496-4710. 
edmonton.ca

5 Investigate local wildlife, walk the 
trails, learn through play, and so much 

more at John Jansen Nature Centre, which 
offers hands-on programs and workshops 
designed for ages ranging from preschool 
to adult. 7000-143 St., 780-442-5311. 
edmonton.ca
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6 If you are lucky enough 
to reserve one of the 

34 seats available at Corso 
32, make the most of your 
visit with the Pasta Tasting 
Menu: one price, six courses, 
a night of carbo-loading 
indulgence. 10345 Jasper Ave., 
780-421-4622. corso32.com

7 Opening August 2019, 
the JW Marriott in 

the downtown ICE district 
will include a luxury spa 
experience. Get pampered 
with services like massages, 
couple’s massage, facials, 
manicures/pedicures, 
and steam room. 10344-
102 St., 780-784-7950. 
jw.marriott.com

8 Revel in the history and 
beauty of the Fairmont, 

an old railway-hotel-turned-
luxury-hotel, now designated 
as a Historic Resource. Book 
a luxurious stay, or at least 
stop in for brunch, dinner, or 
the Royal Tea & Tour. 10065-
100 St., 780-424-5181. 
fairmont.com/macdonald

9 Stock up on pastries, 
goodies, organic meats, 

handmade cheeses, and more 
at one of the many farmers’ 
markets. Find a special gift or 
souvenir from local artisans 
who handcraft stunning 
pieces of jewellery, furniture, 
and artwork. (pg 43)

10 Dress up and hit the 
lively arts district. 

Spend the day perusing 
the original exhibitions at 
the Art Gallery of Alberta 
(youraga.com), then take in 
a performance at the Citadel, 
Edmonton’s leading theatre 
(citadeltheatre.com), or the 
world-class Winspear Centre 
(winspearcentre.com).

Treat 
Yourself

FREE

JULY 20 - 21
HAWRELAK PARK

FAMILY
FUN!

edmonton.triathlon.org

930

Find your Festival
in 

We’ve got a jam-packed summer of fun planned!
Old Strathcona is the place to BE this summer! 
With a full line-up of festivals, patios, shopping, and 
entertainment, we’ve got tons of options for how 
to spend your sunny summer days. We’re kicking 
off festival season with a bang – Boardwalk Sand 
on Whyte, Found Festival, the Whyte Avenue Art 
Walk, AND the Edmonton International Street 

Performers Festival. Plus, our festival footprints 
are changing this year so there’s even MORE for 
you to explore! Curious about how to get here and 
where everything is located? Visit edmonton.ca/
FestivalsOnTheAvenue for updates, transit info, 
festival maps and more. Better yet, check us out at 
oldstrathcona.ca or follow our social channels. 

OldStrathcona
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11 You could easily spend days 
exploring the new Royal 

Alberta Museum galleries. Check 
out detailed dioramas, preserved 
fossils, diverse histories, and 
hands-on activities—as well as 
the current feature exhibition, 
Vikings: Beyond the Legend. 9810-
103a Ave., 825-468-6000. 
royalalbertamuseum.ca

12 The incredible Alberta 
Aviation Museum 

keeps Edmonton’s rich 
aviation history alive with a 
wealth of historic artifacts and 
educational displays. 11410 
Kingsway NW, 780-451-1175. 
albertaaviationmuseum.com

13 Learn about the inner 
workings of the human 

body, explore the sky through 
high-quality telescopes, and 
experience the world-class 
Zeidler dome at the TELUS 

World of Science—Edmonton. 
Their new CuriousCITY interactive 
gallery is perfect for children 
eight and under. 11211-142 St., 
780-451-3344. twose.ca

14 Help foster a greater 
love and understanding 

of the world’s creatures at the 
engaging and educational exhibits 
at the Edmonton Valley Zoo. 
Year-round, discover over 350 
animals from different climates 
and habitats, including tigers, red 
pandas, Arctic foxes, Peregrine 
falcons, and Lucy the Asian 
elephant. 13315 Buena Vista Rd., 
780-442-5311. valleyzoo.ca

15 Explore the capital aboard 
an air-conditioned bus 

with Big E Tours. Learn about the 
industries and people who shape 
our city, enjoy a highlight reel 
of attractions, or visit Elk Island 
National Park! edmonton.tours

21 Can you shoot a moving target? At 
Combat Archery, archery meets 

dodgeball for a heart-pumping battle 
experience. 8128-46 St., 780-490-8166. 
combatarcheryedmonton.com

22 Get fast and furious at Edmonton 
International Raceway! You can 

book a 10-lap test drive to learn the 
basics of NASCAR racing on Alberta’s 
first NASCAR sanctioned track. 
edmontonraceway.com

23 Galaxyland, WEM’s indoor 
amusement park, is home to 

one of only three rides in the world that 
reach heights of 45 feet and speeds of 27 
km/h, flipping thrilled riders as it goes. 
West Edmonton Mall, 8882-170 St., 780-
484-9530. wem.ca

24 The Action 5 Lives adventure at 
Escape Hour in Edmonton City 

Centre is the only escape room in Canada 
that requires players to use both brain 
and brawn. (pg 24)

25 Test your balance—and nerve—at 
the Snow Valley Aerial Park, a 

giant obstacle course in the lush river 

valley and the first of its kind in Canada. 
13204 Rainbow Valley Rd., 780-434-
3991. snowvalley.ca/  
aerial-park w

16 Travel between two historic neighbourhoods 
and enjoy a breathtaking view of the river 

valley aboard the High Level Bridge Streetcar. 
edmonton-radial-railway.ab.ca

17 Check out an indie flick at the city’s oldest 
surviving cinema, the two-screen art-house 

Princess Theatre. 10337-82 Ave., 780-433-0728. 
princesstheatre.ca

18 Marvel at an enchanting sunset on an evening 
canoe tour. Haskin Canoe offers sunset 

paddles by canoe or kayak through the Edmonton 
river valley from Laurier to Capilano Park or at Elk 
Island National Park. haskincanoe.ca

19 Complete the festival experience with 
hundreds of your closest friends. Incredible 

entertainment lineups are planned for Taste of 
Edmonton (July 18–28), Edmonton Heritage Festival 
(Aug 3–5), K-Days (July 19–28), and Cariwest 
(Aug 9–11), among others.

20 Lace up your shoes and get ready for an art 
adventure. Wander through Old Strathcona 

during the Whyte Avenue Art Walk (July 5–7), 
or stroll down 124 Street to visit the eight 
neighbouring galleries.

Seek Adventure

SOAK IN 
THE AMBIENCE

Make Discoveries


